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The FPromise of
La Purisima Mission

Today's traveler .a!ong El Camino Real visits missions that are but a small part of
the original mission aomp!ex a 5urv1vmg or re@torgd church, a residence building,
_or maybe some melted .adoba ruing — and these often in an urban 5ettmg These
remnants canrrot‘ relate the purposes and significance of the missions to the
growth .gnd,change_of__?af.‘formq to the visitor. The great historic and social signi-
ficance of the mission eystem is that these cstabﬁahments were the earliest out-
posta of Europeat clvilization in California, thrust upon an indigenous people little.
mcpectmg the momentoug changes that would come to their lives.

-~

In the late 1930, 'éaverhment workers, scholars, and private citizens covperated
to bring about a restoration of La Pﬁrieima Mission. . This was not to glorify the
5pan[5h conquest of California, but to enable us all to understand the evolution of
'”our hrs-?;o;:y Thcs-e peopfs recogmzed that at La Purisima they had a singular poss-
. mety "to rapmducs auch an establishment; to createan historic picture of great
e bsaut_y and educatronaf value, not to be excelled anywhere . ..."  Further, they

' L. were ! ampreesa@d with the opportunity there to provide forthe public

© arare ca'uaatrona! feature — a complete miesion establishment — such
as it is not possible to prepare anywhere _3153 in the United States,

and [they] strongly recommend{ed] that we accept as our ul-

7 timate goal at La Purisima nothing less than the complete

B restoration of the whole establishment as it stood at

R L the height of its glory and usefu’lnajss,"fumished
oy " and equipped as it must have been at that

time." Through this general plan, the
Department supports this
' ultimate goal.
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THE CHARACTER OF LA PURISIMA SHP

The mission chain, of which La Purisima was one link, entered an irreversible decline with Mexican
independence in 1821. Ultimately secularization destroyed the system entirely. By the end of the 19th
century the adobe buildings fiad nearly melted back into the soil. However, Californians had started to
cultivate a yearning for a mythic lost age that the missions represented. This growing public sentiment
culminated in a massive restoration and reconstruction program undertaken by the Civilian Conservation
Corp in the 1930's. As a result, La Purisima Mission now represents the most complete restoration of all
California missions.

La Purisima State Historic Park provides a natural historic setting that enfiances this significant
historic site. It provides the visitor with the opportunity to step back in time and to enjoy the sense of
arrival and interaction with this significant period of history. The major goal of this plan is to protect that
character and enhance that experience.
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SUMMARY

This summary highlights the major resource management policies, facility and site
improvements, and interpretive programs proposed for La Purisima Mission State Historic Park.

The primary goal of the plan is to preserve the historic scene and maintain the historic "sense of
place"—visitors' sense of stepping back in history. Department directives place the highest level
of protection on cultural and natural resources. Interpretation of these resources to the public is
the secondary goal of the plan; therefore, themes and methods of interpretation are discussed
extensively. Proposals to expand visitor awareness of the Native American values, the mission
system, the contributions of the Civilian Conservation Corps, and the natural resources are part
of the General Plan. Facility improvements to enhance these goals are recommended.

Proposals of the Plan

» The natural and historic setting will be preserved by placing new facilities outside the viewshed
of the primary historic zone and working with local officials and landowners to protect the
viewshed outside the park.

« The primary historic period will be from 1813 to 1834, and the primary historic zone will
inchude all reconstructed features and outlying structures and features.

‘» The neophyte Indian quarters and the warehouse are significant components of the mission
complex, and will be rebuilt.

« An archeological testing program will be developed and implemented to locate and assess
significant historic and prehistoric occupation sites. A regular monitoring program will be
implemented for existing sites.

« The Native American cemetery will be protected from development or human disturbance.

» The existing reservoirs will be managed primarily to provide water sources for the aqueduct,
parts of which will be retained as wildlife habitat.

» The aqueduct system will be restored to be as fully functioning as is feasible.

« The historic agricultural appearance of the valley floor north of the mission buildings will be
preserved.

« The buildings constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps will be protected from damage,
and any replacement of historic fabric will be done in kind.

La Purisima Mission General Flan 3 Summary




* The original pine tree grove planted by the Civilian Conservation Corps will be retained.
However seedlings will be removed from the Burton Mesa chaparral.

* The Burton Mesa chaparral will be preserved.
* A creek management plan will be prepared to restore Los Betrros Creek to a more natural
system, and the woody riparian zone along the creek will be increased to expand riparian

habitat.

« The department will actively strive to restore altered native wildlife habitats and will work with
local agencies to restore and protect wildlife corridors.

* Exotic plants will be controlled except for species perpetuated for the historic landscape.
Landscapmg should consist of species indigenous to the unit or species used during the active
mission period.

» Rare and endangered plants will be protected.

* A unit-wide prescribed-burn management plan will be developed, and the unit will maintain
a current wildfire plan.

« Seismic design evaluations will be formulated for the buildings.

» The existing visitor center activity will be removed from the historic stmctures and a new
visitor center will be constructed outside the critical viewshed of the historic core. :

* The entrance will be relocated toimprove interior circulation and provide space for a contact
station.

* The existing 100-car parking lot, which affects cultural and scenic values, will be removed, and
a new 200-car parking lot will be placed near the new visitor center.

» The visitor center complex will have complete disabled access. The historic core will have
designated disabled parking and trails, and provisions will be made for access to historic
structures wherever feasible.

« Interpretive signage will be upgraded and rehabilitated.

* A day-use and equestrian parking area will be provided at the Pine Grove area near Rucker
Road.

La Pyrisima Mission General Plan ) 4 Sumimary




o A trail management plan will be developed to reduce conflicts between recreation use and
historic values. Hiking, jogging, bicycling, and horseback riding will be restricted to
designated trails. '

La Purisima Mission Gereral Plar 5 Summary
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INTRODUCTION

Unit Identification

La Purisima Mission State Historic Park contains 980 acres on Purisima Road, approximately
three miles north of the City of Lompoc in northern Santa Barbara County.

The park is situated on the eastern part of Burton Mesa on the north rim of the Lompoc Valley.
The elevation at the park office is 140 feet above sea level, with the highest point in the park at
310 feet above sea level. The terrain is rolling hills, composed of diatomaceous deposits overlaid
with sand. The hills are densely covered with coyote bush, ceanothus, poison oak, scrub oak,
and phlox. Los Berros Creek cuts through the park from the north.

The unit consists of three areas: the historic area, the natural area with riding and hiking trails,
and the maintenance-service and residence area. The historic area consists of ten restored adobe
mission buildings, with a total area of 77,040 square feet. It also has a historic aqueduct and
water system used from 1812 to 1845. One historic structure is used for a visitor center. In
addition to the restored buildings and facilities, a living museum has been developed, which
contains livestock and a vegetable garden typical of the mission era. The natural area includes
3.7 miles of historic trails near the mission and 8.8 miles in the surrounding hills. The
maintenance-service and residence area has four houses, a mobile home space, a workshop and
office, and two garage-storage buildings. Roads and utility systems to serve the historic and
maintenance-residence areas have existed for several years.

Founded on December 8, 1787, Mission La Purisima Concepcion was the eleventh of
Californja’s 21 missions to be established. Its original site lies within what is now the City of
Lompoc in Santa Barbara County. This site is now within a residential area where some
undeveloped lots still exist. One of the undeveloped lots contains the remains of the mission's
sanctuary. The friars moved to the present site, four miles to the northeast, in 1812, after one of
California's most devastating earthquakes. Cultural resource experts generally regard the two
sites as one La Purisima Mission, since there is cultural continuity from the first to the present,
although all extant structures are on the current site.

With the Mexican Revolt against Spain and the crumbling of the Spanish Empire, the missions
were subject to exploitation. The Government of Mexico was not favorable toward the missions
of Alta California. With secularization in 1834 and the coming of government administrators,
the friars virtually found themselves expelled from the institutions they had built, and most of
the Indians had left. In 1845, the mission was sold at auction by Pio Pico, the last Governor of
Mexican Republic California. For years thereafter the property from owner to owner, with
farming and cattle the primary interests. Finally, due to vandalism and the elements, the
buildings went into ruins.

L Purisima Mission General Plan g Introduction




In 1874, a few parcels of land on which the crumbling ruins stood were returned to the Catholic
Church by the federal government. The Union Qil Company became owner of the remainder of
the property. In 1933, this company deeded several parcels of land on which the ruins stood to
Santa Barbara County. The county then was able to interest the National Park Service in rakin
a partial restoration of the old buildings using the labor of the Civilian Conservation Corps. To
do this, it was necessary for the state to acquire the property. The initial state acquisition was
accomplished in 1935. The state and the county then jointly acquired other parcels, making a
total of 980 acres. - — S o '

Planning for the Civilian Conservation Corps project began July 18, 1934. Because intelligently
planning the work required a definite restoration policy and objective, seven well-qualified
people from Santa Barbara County formed the La Purisima Advisory Committee. The group
thoroughly studied the possibilities and wrote a comprehensive report outlining a logical policy
for restoration and clearly defining the objective of the work. That report has influenced
management of this unit for the past half century.

Restoration of the Padres' Residence Building (El Monasterio) was completed in 1937, and the
unit was classified as a state historic monument. The 50-year-old restoration and the Civilian
Conservation Corps are now considered to have significant historic value, which can be
interpreted to visitors.

Purpose of the General Plan

General plans are prepated to guide future management and development of State Park System
units. The General Plan must satisfy certain requirements of the Public Resources Code and be
approved by the California State Park and Recreation Commission before the department
undertakes any development in the park that would constitute a permanent commitment of
natural or cultural resources.

The General Plan for La Purisima Mission State Historic Park documents the planning process,
summarizes the available information about the park and the relevant data used in making land
use decisions, and recommends resource management policies and appropriate development.

As conditions change or new information becomes available, the plan may need to be updated.
Details of facility design are not provided, nor are the specific configurations of new use areas
-or the specific scope of resource funding for implementing the General Plan's recommendations.
Day use and parking capacities shown by the plan indicate approximate limitations on park
capacity; actual development may be less. While discussions about land not owned by the
Department of Parks and Recreation at the time of the plan's preparation have been included,
these discussions are intended for long=range planning purposes only and do not represent an
intention or commitment to acquire.
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i
A



Objectives

The General Plan is a tool for meeting the following broad objectives. It is intended to:
1. Protect and perpetuate the unit's cultural and natural resources.

2. Provide necessary facilities for visitor use to help meet current and future recreational
demand.

3. Determine appropriate interpretive services and facilities for education and recreation.
4. Provide opportunities for concession services and facilities, where appropriate.
5. Promote a safe, enjoyable, and well-managed visitor experience.

6. Preserve the historic scene and maintain a historic sense of place from the visitors'
perspective.

General Plan Elements

The plan consists of the following six elements. They reflect the department’s responsibility to
fulfill certain goals.

The Resource Element evaluates the natural and cultural resources of the park and sets
management policies for protection, restoration, and use of these resources.

The Interpretive Element proposes programs and facilities for public information and
interpretation of the park's natural and cultural resources.

The Concessions Flement summarizes opportunities to provide appropriate goods or services to
the public through concessions in existing or proposed facilities.

The Operations Element describes specific operational and maintenance requirements and
guidelines appropriate to the park.

The Land Use and Facilities Element describes current and proposed land uses and facilities to
enhance public recreational experiences and enjoyment of these resources and values.

The Environmental Impact Element, along with the rest of the General Plan, serves as the
Environmental Impact Report required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Tt assesses the environmental effects of the plan proposals and describes mitigation measures and
alternatives.
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The Planning Process

The planning process is comprehensive. In fulfilling the department's dual mission to protect
and perpetuate the resourcesand to provide recreation opportunities, preparation of the General
Plan involves considering a number of factors: public and departmental interests and concerns,
the opportunities and constraints of the park's existing land uses and physical resources, access
to and circulation in the unit, and regional and statewide recreational needs.

Three phases mark the plan's progress: inventory and analysis of the resource, development of
alternative land use and facility plans, and preparation of a single plan. Public input at all stages
is essential to creating a plan responsive to visitor concerns and desires.

An inventory of the park’s natural, cultural, esthetic, and recreational resources was developed
through file and literature searches and field observation. Evaluation of the resources determined
the appropriate management policies for protection, perpetuation, enhancement, or restoration
of important resources. "Prior to any additional planning, the Resource Inventory Summary and
proposed management policies were presented to the public. Resource constraints and
sensitivities helped to establish appropriate and manageable recreational use Intensity levels,
which provided parameters for the alternative plans that followed.

Alternative plans were generated to explore different kinds of desirable facilities, as well as
various arrangements and capacities of use areas. After comments from the public and agencies
were received, a single plan for the unit was developed, incorporating facility improvements,
interpretive program needs, and operational requirements. The Preliminary General Plan was
presented to the California State Park and Recreation Commission. Following approval of the
Preliminary Geperal Plan, the Final General Plan was prepared. The Final General Plan
incorporates public comments and responses to comments as part of the CEQA requirements.

Public Involvement o .

The public expressed its interests and concems at various stages in the planning process. The
public involvement part of the planning effort began with distribution of a user survey at the unit
during the peak visitor use season in 1989. ‘A mailing list was developed from this source and
from department files. Public workshops were held at two critical stages of the plan's evolution.
The first public workshop presented the Resource Element and asked peopie to describe their
needs, concerns, and major issues. The second public meeting was held to present alternatives
for development and receive comments on the single plan proposals.

Public comment on the Preliminary General Plan was made through the CEQA process, and
again at the State Park and Recreation Commission hearing on the plan.

La Purisima Mission General Plan S 12 Introduction




Involvement of Other Agencies

Agencies that were contacted or that expressed interest during preparation of the General Plan
for La Purisima Mission State Historic Park include:

California Department of Fish and Game
Santa Barbara County Planning Department
Mission Hills Community Service District
Pacific Gas and Electric Company

General Telephone Company

Regional Recreation Profile

In fulfilling its statewide recreation mission, the department also evaluates and considers regional
recreation resources and needs. Understanding the resources of an individual region, the
recreation needs of its residents, and the impacts of recreation seekers from outside the region
is critical to providing meaningful recreational opportunities in California.

Recreation User Profile _
The department developed a visitor survey to gather information about issues such as the
economic impact of park visitation-related expenditures on the surrounding community, park
users' demographic characteristics and patterns of visitation, and visitors' satisfaction with park
facilities and services. (See Appendix A for a complete report on 1989 Visitor Survey Results.)
During one month in 1989, every tenth visitor to the museum building was asked to fill out a
questionnaire. More than 77 percent of the sample responded with usable answers.
Highlights gleaned from the questionnaire include:

» The average party consisted of three persons.

« FEighty percent of the parties were families.

« The average party spent two hours visiting the site.

« Forty-four percent of the parties were on return visits.

+ Eighty-one percent of the respondents resided outside Santa Barbara County.

« Sixty-five percent of the respondents stayed overnight at a commercial lodging facility in
Santa Barbara County.

» Nonresidents stayed an average of three nights in the county.

La Purisima Mission General Plan 13 ) Intraduction




The most popular sites for an overnight stay were the Lompoc Santa Barbara, and Solvang
area resorts. :

The following conclusions were drawn from an analysis of comments from the respondents:

Generally, visitors expressed a high to very high rate of satisfaction with the park facilities,
program, and staff. However, 51gmﬁcant improvements are needed in the number and
visibility of interpretive signs and in restroom design.

There was adequate road signing to guide them to the park.
Better distribution and redesign of the brochures should be investigated.

Nonresident visitors to the county preferred sightseeing and culturally related entertainment
rather than nature-oriented activities.

For most nonresident visitors, the La Purisima experience was part of a multi-day,
multi-stop pattern of tourism in the area.

A typical visit to the mission would mclude a two-hour stay, dnvmg tlme to and from the
site, and a meal stop.

Except for lodging expenses, the average nonre51dent day use visitor spent as much in the
county per day as a local visitor.

Based on the sample results of the survey, a full year's attendance of nonresident museum
visitors would generate a projected annual expenditure of $637,000 in the surrounding
county.

Using a conservative multiplier of 1.6, the actual economic impact of museum visitors'
expenditures on Santa Barbara County would exceed $1 million.*

* The financial figures cited above do not include the tourist-related spending of the 60
percent of park visitors who did not stop at the museum building. Thus, the numbers
given in this report should be considered a very conservative estimate of the total annual
economic impact of the park.
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Resource Element

Purpose

This Resource Element was prepared to meet requirements set forth in Section 5002.2,.
Subsection (b) of Division 5, Chapter 1 of the Public Resources Code, and Chapter 1, Section
4332 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. In compliance with this section of the
Public Resources Code, the Resource Element sets forth long-range management objectives for
the natural and cultural resources of the unit. Specific actions or limitations required to achieve
these objectives are also set forth in this element; maintenance operations and details of resource
management will be included in specific resource management programs that will be prepared
at a later date.

Unit Description

La Purisima Mission State Historic Park, in Santa Barbara County, is a 980-acre unit of the
California State Park System. The nearest State Park System units are Point Sal State Beach, 20
miles northwest, and Gaviota State Park, 18 miles southeast. Purisima Road forms the southern
boundary of the unit. State Highway 1 is two miles west of the park. State Highway 101 is 15
miles east (Ownership Map 1).

Resource Summary

Natural Resources -
Topography

La Purisima Mission State Historic Park is situated on the southern bordex of the Coast Range
Geomorphic Province of California. The Coast Range Province is characterized by a series of
northwest-trending mountains and hills, with intervening valleys. To the south, beginning at the
crest of the Santa Ynez Mountains, is the Transverse Range Geomorphic Province. This
province contains mountain ranges that predominantly trend in an east-west direction. The Santa
Ynez River basin, in which the park lies, is considered to be a transition zone between these two
provinces, and thus contains structural trends common to both provinces.

The park is located at the transition between the Lompoc Valley and Burton Mesa. La Purisima
Canyon, through which Los Berros Creek runs, dissects Burton Mesa, and opens into the
Lompoc Valley. The park areas on both sides of Los Berros Canyon are part of the upland areas
of Burton Mesa. North of Burton Mesa are the Purisima Hills. The Lompoc Valley is
approximately 5 miles long and up to 1.5 miles wide, with an irregular configuration. Burton
Mesa consists of an undulating depositional terrace, approximately 10 miles wide by 17 miles
long. The Purisima Hills range from low-lying foothlls to moderately steep and locally rugged
terrain spanning an area approximately 5 miles wide by 21 miles long.
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In the park, there are three fairly distinct geomorphic features. West of Los Berros Canyon,
rising above its surroundings, is a flat mesa that is up to 280 feet above sea level and about 80
feet above the canyon floor. The second feature is a stream-dissected slope, with moderate
grades, east of Purisima Canyon. The slope has been eroded into a series of alternating canyons
and well-rounded ridges slanting uniformly toward the canyon. The maximum elevation of this
eastern area in the park is 360 feet, although the hills continue to rise northeastward. The third
feature is Purisima Canyon, characterized by flat bottomlands, an intermittent Stream, an abruptly
rising western slope, and a moderately rising, dissected eastern slope.

Slopes in the park are nearly level in the western portion, where employee housing and
administrative and maintenance offices are located, and in the Los Berros Canyon bottom, where
the mission building complex, aqueduct system, and agricultural fields are located. Slopes along
the southern border of the park and adjacent to Los Berros Canyon are moderately steep, up to
30 percent. ' :

Meteorology

The climate of the Lompoc Valley is characterized by cool, dry summers and mild, wet winters.
The valley's proximity to the Pacific Ocean, with its semipermanent eastern Pacific high pressure
cell, is the dominant influence in determining regional and local weather patterns. The presence
of the "eastern Pacific high" generally dictates dry, fair weather, and its absence allows the jet
stream and its corresponding frontal systems to intrude into the Central Coast area.

A shallow marine layer of cool ocean air forms low clouds, a consistent feature of summer
evenings and mornings. Northwest winds of 10 to 20 knots combine with solar heating to
dissipate the low stratus clouds and leave afternoons generally clear with hazy sunshine. Average
temperatures range from 70.8 degrees F to 61.3 degrees F. Winter temperatures are mild, from
65.1 degrees F to 52.3 degrees F. Occasional cold air masses from Arctic regions bring
subfreezing temperatures.

Rainfall occurs primarily between November and April. The Lompoc Valley receives about 13
inches of rainfall annually. Rare summer rains are the result of unstable tropical air masses
generated off the coast of Mexico. - ' o

"Santa Ana" winds are infrequent dramatic conditions that occur during the spring and fall. These
strong northeasterly winds are typically hot and dry. The extremely low humidity of this air
creates conditions favorable for wildfires.

Los Berros Canyon is aligned in a north-south direction, creating a significant microclimate. The
canyon is bordered on two sides by the 200-foot Burton Mesa Complex, which protects the
mission buildings and grounds from the prevailing west-northwest winds. Canyon temperature
extremes are typically greater than those throughout the rest of the unit.
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A monitoring station in the City of Lompoc, near the mission, tracks concentrations of gaseous
and particulate pollutants. The City of Lompoc and the mission do not have a significant air
pollution problem, although very rarely, under the correct meteorological conditions, the ozone
level will exceed the maximum acceptable concentration of the State of California's one-hour
standard. '

Hydrology

La Purisima Mission State Historic Park is in the Santa Ynez River watershed (see Watershed
Map 2). The Santa Ynez River runs generally east to west over its 70-mile length, draining
505,000 acres and emptying into the Pacific Ocean at Vandenberg Air Force Base, 7 miles west
of the park. The river channel is one-quarter mile south of the park at its closest point.

Los Berros Creek, a tributary of the Santa Ynez River, runs through the park. The creek flows
north to south over its 6-mile length. Its watershed encompasses approximately 3,040 acres, and
its average annual flow is about 101 acre-feet, with an estimated maximum discharge of 200
cubic feet per second. The creek channel contains surface water flow only intermittently; it is
dry most of the year.

The most northerly unnamed tributary drainage in the park contains perennial surface water flow.
This flow is captured in a small reservoir dating back to the Spanish period. Flow from the pond
enters a primitive restored aqueduct that once provided the irrigation water supply for the
mission. The water in the aqueduct is not used; it percolates into the ground at the southern end
of the aqueduct.

The 100-year flood plain for the park has been delineated on 1979 flood insurance rate maps.
The major portions of Los Berros Canyon within the park are considered to be in the 100-year
flood plain. Most of the main mission buildings appear to be located out of the flood plain.
However, corrals, bridges, picnic areas, and buildings adjacent to the creek would be inundated
during a 100-year flood.

Potable water used in the park is supplied by the Mission Hills Community Service District, from
wells in the Mission Hills area north of the park.

Groundwater levels in the Lompoc Basin are generally declining; water withdrawals are
exceeding the recharge rates. Levels near the Santa Ynez River, however, are stable. If
necessary, the park might possibly develop its own water supply from a shatlow well in the park.
On-site water treatment facilities would be necessary to reduce total dissolved solids, specific
conductance, and coliform bacteria.
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Geology

Geologic strata in the La Purisima Mission region are made up of sedimentary rocks and
sediments ranging in age from Miocene (13 to 26 million years ago) to Holocene (present to
11,000 years ago). The older rocks crop out in the Purisima and Lompoc Hills. Rocks become
progressively younger across the Burton Mesa and into the Lompoc Plain. Older bedrock of the
Jurassic period (135-180 million years ago) Franciscan formation and Cretaceous period (63-135
million years ago) Espada formation are not exposed in the area but are reputed to be
nonconformingly overlain by Miocene-age Monterey shale. No rock outcrops occur in the park.
Two sedimentary geologic units occur in the park, Orcutt sand and alluvium.

Orcutt sand is tan to rusty brown, semi-consolidated, poorly bedded, poor-to well- sorted sands
and clayey sands. These middle-to late-Pleistocene age (1 to 2 million years ago) strata were
formed in a windblown, nonmarine depositional environment. The Orcutt sand occurs over the
upland portion of the park, both east and west of Los Berros Canyon.

Alluvium is light gray to gray, poorly sorted silt, sand, and gravel; it is partially dissected,
unconsolidated, and poorly bedded. These Holocene age deposits were formed ina fiuvial valley
and flood plain depositional environment. The alluvial deposits occur within Los Berros Canyon
and extend partially into the eastern tributary canyons. Los Berros Creek has downcut
approximately ten feet through these alluvial deposits, forming an incised channel through the
park.

Ia Purisima Mission State Historic Park's proximity to major faults makes it susceptible to
ground shaking from earthquakes. Faults closest to the park that may cause moderate to large
local earthquakes include the Hosgri, Offshore Lompoc, Point Conception, Santa Lucia Bank,
and Santa Ynez. The Mid Channel and San Andreas faults may also cause a major earthquake
whose shaking conld affect the park. There have been three major earthquakes that have affected
the park area in the last 177 years. These events occurred in 1812, 1857, and 1927. The 1812
earthquake destroyed La Purisima Mission at its former location i what is now the City of
Lompoc.

No significant vertebrate fossils have been discovered in the park. The possibility of fossils
occurring in the Orcutt sand or alluvial deposits is considered low due to the nature of the
depositional environment. Whale, porpoise, seal, water bird, fish, and foraminifera fossils have
been collected from the Sisquoc and Monterey formations in quarries south of Lompoc.

Regional mineral resources have been identified around the park. Diatomite quarries exist south
of Lompoc, and oil and gas development occurs in the Purisima Hills north of the park.

No significant structural or sedimentological features were established in the park, primarily
because of the poor consolidation of the Orcutt sand. However, the sand itself is of interest
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because of its method of deposition, regional extent, and correlation with the Pleistocene
glaciations. » ’

Soils

La Purisima Mission Stafe Historic Park soils have been classified as belonging to the
Marina-Oceano Assocfation. This soil association is described as nearly level to moderately
steep, somewhat excessively drained sands on mesas and dunes. In this association, three soil
series occur in the park: marina sand, Arnold sand, and elder sandy loan. -

Marina sand is the most comimon soil in the park and is the dominant soil on the mesa west of
the mission complex. The soil is somewhat excessively drained sandy soil underlain by
wind-deposited sand. In a representative profile, the surface layer is grayish brown and brown
sand and light loamy sand, about 27 inches thick. The subsoil, about 23 inches thick, is light
brown loamy sand containing thick clay bands. The substratum is light brown and pink sand,
extending 60 inches deep or more. Slopes range from 0 to 30 percent.

Arnold sand consists of somewhat excessively drained sands that developed over soft sandstone.,
In a representative profile, the soil is light brown to very pale brown sand, about 55 inches thick.
It is underlain by very pale brown, soft, porous sandstone that can be dug with hand tools.
Slopes range from 5 to 45 percent. In the park, this soil occurs on the slopes near the park's
southern boundary and on the slopes above Los Berros Creek. '

Elder sandy loam occurs in the park in the valley floor formed by Los Berros Creek. This soil
consists of well-drained sandy loams that developed in alluvium derived from acid shale and
sandstone. In arepresentative profile, the surface layer is gray sandy loam, about 23 inches thick.
The underlying layers are gray and light brownish gray stratified sandy loam and fine sandy
loam, to depths of 60 inches or more; this is the dominant soil in the agricultural fields in the
park.

Virtually all slopes in the park are susceptible to high rates of erosion. The unconsolidated
nature of the sandy soils allows for rapid erosion of any soil where vegetation cover has been
removed. Wind, water, and human use all have significant potential to move large quantities of
soil.

Plant Life

The native vegetation of La Purisima Mission State Historic Park occurs in two general habitat
types: upland and wetland. In those two broad categories, 14 plant communities have been
identified: - :
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Upland Vegetation

Northern Coastal Dune Scrub Southern Coastal Oak Woodland
Central Coast Scrub Cismontane Native Grassland
California Mixed Chaparral Cismontane Introduced Grassland
Chamise Chaparral Introduced Woodiands

Coast Live Oak Forest Developed Agricultural Fields

Wetland Vegetation

Palustrine Emergent Wetland Forested Wetlands
Palustrine Scrub/Shrub Dunes

Dr. Wayne Ferren of the University of California at Santa Barbara conducted a comprehensive
inventory and an analysis of the plant life of the park. His 1984 report, The Botanical Resources
of La Purisima Mission State Historic Park, identified 252 native and 90 naturalized plant
species in the park. Ferren noted that an additional 58 species have been reported by others,
bringing the total number of plant species reported at La Purisima to 400. Most of the
information in this section was taken from Ferren's report. A 1988 survey for rare plants was
conducted by state park resource ecologists.

The vegetation in the park is characterized by complex spatial relationships. Many areas of the
park support more than one community. The plant community map for the park (Ferren 1984}
" has many areas where plant community designations overlap.

The upland vegetation in the park is generally referred to as Burton Mesa chaparral, a unigue
form of chaparral restricted to the aeolian sands of the Orcutt formation, north of Lompoc, and
reaching its southern limit in the park. Many of the characteristic species of Burton Mesa
chaparral are narrowly restricted in distribution. The chaparral is characterized by endemic
shagbark and Purisima manzanitas (4rcostaphylos rudis and A. purissima), varieties of coast and
Santa Barbara ceanothus (Ceanothus ramulosus var. fascicularis and C. impressus var.
impressus), varieties of a widespread bush monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus subsp.
lompocense), and a suffrutescent wallflower (Erysimum suffrutescens var. lompocense). In
addition, clusters of unusual, shrubby, multi-trunked coast live oaks (Quercus agrifolia) are
interspersed through the chaparral. Because of the number of endemic taxa, the unusual oaks,
and a rich herbaceous understory, Burton Mesa chaparral has been recognized as a valuable
biological resource of statewide significance.

Northern coastal dune scrub and the central coastal scrub oceur in the park on the marina sand
soils. Dominant species include California sagebrush (drtemisia californica), mock heather
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(Ericameria ericoides), silver lupine (Lupinus albifrons), dune lupine (L chamissonis),
coffeeberry (Rhamnus californica), coyote bush (Baccharis pilularis), sand almond (Prunus
Jasciculata}, and black sage (Salvia mellifera).

Chaparral vegetation in the park occurs in two plant communities: mixed chaparral and chamise
chaparral. Dominant species include chamise (4ddenostoma Jasciculatum), Purisima and
shagbark manzanita, and Santa Barbara and coast ceanothus.

The coast live oak forest and southern live oak woodland communities are dominated by coast
live oaks, California brome (Bromus carinatus), miner's lettuce (Claytonia perfoliata), coastal
wood fern (Dryoperis arguta), toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), coffeeberry, elderberry
(Sambucus mexicang), and poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum).

Grasslands in the park are very limited. Characteristic species of the native grassland community
include California brome (Bromus carinatus), coast range melica (Melica imperfecta), nodding
needlegrass (Stipa cernua), and small flowered stipa (Stipa lepida). The introduced grass
community includes fiddleneck (dmsinekia spp.), oats (4vena spp.), and filaree (Erodium spp.).

The developed 80 acres of agricultural fields are annually disked, planted, and harvested but not
irrigated. . S : = o

Emergent wetland vegetation is characterized by erect, rooted herbaceous hydrophytes. The
reservoirs in the park support stands of tules (Scirpus acutus) and cattails (Typha latifolia).
Seasonally or temporarily flooded areas support sedges (Carex spp.), salt grass (Distichlis
spicata), Indian rush (funcus textillis), deer grass (Muhlenbergia rigens), and slender vetch (Vicia

exiguaj. L -

The shrub/scrub wetland is characterized by woody vegetation less than 20 feet tall. Willow
(Salix lasiolesis) and coyote bush (Baccharis pilularis) are characteristic species.

The forested wetlands are areas of woody vegetation more than 20 feet tall. Dominant species
mclude willows (Salix lasiolepsis and S. laevigata) and black cottonwood (Populus tichocarpa).
Seven plant species in the unit are included on the California Native Plant Society's inventory
of rare and endangered plants; two of the seven are also candidates for federal listing. None of
the species are listed by the State of California.

All of the species which are listed below are components of the Burton Mesa chaparral, a habitat
type which has been reduced to just 39 percent of its original extent. In addition, La Purisima
Mission State Historic Park is the type locality of Erysimum suffrutescens var. lompocense; this
fact increases the importance of preservation of the population at the unit.

La Purisima Mission Genéral Flan ) ) 24 Respurce Efement




Rare, Threatened, or Endangered Plants

at La Purisima Mission SHP
CNPS Federal
Arctostaphylos rudis - Shagbark manzanita 1B C2
Arctostaphylos purissima - Purisima manzanita : 3
Erigeron sanctarum - Saints daisy 4
Erysimum suffrutescens sp. lompocense - :
San Luis Obispo wallflower 4

Monardella undulata var. undulata -

Curly-leaved monardella 4

Prunus fasciculata var. punctata - Desert almond | 4
3

Scropularia atrata - Black-flowered figwort C2
iB Plant rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere
3 Plants about which we need more information - a review list
4 Plants of limited distribution - a watch list
C2 Category 2 federal candidate species

Due to the unique flora of the Burton Mesa chaparral and its high degree of endemism, there are
12 species occurring at the unit which are endemic to the greater Lompoc region. La Purisima
Mission State Historic Park is the type locality for two of these species: the Erysimum mentioned
above, and Ceanothus ramulosus var. fascicularis. In addition to the endemics and the rare and
endangered species, three unusual hybrid species were collected in the unit in 1988.

The unit occurs in the area of the state that is transitional between northern and southern flora,
exemplified by numerous species reaching their northern or southern range boundary at the unit.

Animal Life

Ia Purisima Mission State Historic Park is in the ecoregion defined as the California Chaparral
Province. Plants are the immediate or ultimate source of all food and most of the shelter used
by wildlife. For this reason, the physical characteristics of vegetation and plant species
determine to a large extent the type of wildlife inhabiting an area. The following discussion of
the park's wildlife is therefore based on the plant communities.

Streambed babitat is attractive to many reptile and bird species. Brown towhees, numerous
songbirds, western fence lizards, and garter snakes are found in this community.

Emergent wetlands are important habitat for insects, toads, snakes, lizards, mice, and voles,
while scrub/shrub wetlands provide for an unusual diversity of vertebrate animal life, including
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toads, fence lizards, alligator lizards, ring-necked snakes, garter snakes, rufous-sided towhees,
and black-headed grosbeaks. Sometimes rare or unusual songbirds, such as American redstarts,
various warblers, and vireos, occur in scrub/shrub wetland habitats. Mouse and woodrat species
and the various mammal predators such as opossums, coyotes, foxes, raccoons, skunks, and
weasels are also to be expected. , :

Forested wetlands provide dense cover and abundant food for insects and the many songbird
species that feed upon them, such as warblers, vireos, plain titmouses, nuthatches, and
woodpeckers. Expected amphibians are black-bellied slender salamanders, western toads, and
Pacific tree frogs. Reptiles include alligator lizards and fence lizards. Many snake species can
be expected to frequent the forested wetlands, feeding on insects and small mammals like the
brush mouse and California vole. All the predatory animals can be expected as well.

Scrub and chaparral provide habitat for a variety of reptiles, including horned, fence, and
whiptail lizards, and whipsnakes, king snakes, garter snakes, and rattlesnakes. The common
birds of scrub and chaparral are wrentits, scrub jays, towhees, quail, thrashers, and wrens, as well
as diverse species of warblers, vireos, goldfinches, and other songbirds. Many mammals, such
as rabbits, ground squirrels, mice, woodrats, coyotes, foxes, and badgers are found here, in
addition to several hawks, accipiters, and owls.

Naturalized grasslands and cultivated fields scattered throughout the park contain few plant
species and little cover for wildlife. Several species, such as crows, starlings, blackbirds, and
killdeer, seem to prefer these areas. Birds of prey (kites, harriers, and hawks), weasels, and
coyotes frequent the grain fields, especially at night. Bobcats are occasionally seen, and a
mountain lion has been reported in the area, )

Coast live cak woodlands and forest suppo'rt an abundant and diverse vertebrate fauna. About
110 species of birds and 60 mammals are known to use oak habitats in California. Characteristic
species include acorn woodpeckers, gray squirrels, shrews, moles, and woodrats.

The small pond northeast of Los Berros Canyon provides excellent habitat for bullfrogs and

Pacific tree frogs. Numerous bird species occasionally use the pond, including coots, grebes,
mallards, kingfishers, rails, herons, egrets, ring-billed gulls, Wilson's warblers, common
yellowthroats, and red-winged blackbirds.

"Dunes provide habitat for legless lizards, racers, and kéj_l_gérdo rats.

Historical influences on the native fauna in this unit include Euroamerican activities of hunting,
predator and pest control, and introduction of non-native species. Other influences include
disturbances sich as grazing, mining, fire exclusion, and development. Prior to Spanish
settlement, the Native Americans may have significantly affected wildlife populations by
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intentionally burning vegetation. Although the Spanish did not significantly affect wildlife
population, their written records documented an impressive abundance of wildlife. Grizzly
bears, pronghorn antelopes, and tule elk abounded. Euroamerican activities have extirpated all
of these species from the La Purisima area.

1a Purisima Mission State Historic Park is not known to provide critical habitat for any state-
or federally-listed rare, threatened, or endangered species. The park is, however, habitat for a
great variety of unusual or sensitive animal species. The Animal Life Resource Inventory for the
unit identifies 29 unusual or sensitive animal species known or potentially occurring in the
vicinity of the park.

The California Natural Diversity Data Base identifies six sensitive animal species known or
partially occurring in or near the unit:

Southwestern pond turtle
Cooper's hawk
Pacific kangaroo rat

California tiger salamander
Least Bell's vireo
California red-legged frog

Vern Human, a well-respected local biologist, has identified ten sensitive species of birds

reported from the park:

Snowy egret
Great egret

Great blue heron
Willow flycatcher
Northern harrier

Black-shouldered kite
Yellow-breasted chat
Yellow warbler
California gull
Sharp-shinned hawk

Based on the presence of suitable habitat and the known distribution of animal species, the
following additional species may occasionally use habitat in the park:

Black-crowned night heron
Wood duck

Prairie falcon

Peregrine falcon
Long-eared owl
Short-eared owl

Cultura] Resources
Archeological Sites

Tricolored blackbird
Purple martin

Pale big-eared bat
California mastiff bat
Ringtail

American badger

The archeological resources at La Purisima Mission State Historic Park consist of seven sites:
CA-SBA-519, 520, 590, 591, 1774, 2270, and temporary site number L.P2. Site CA-SBA-520
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includes most of the mission buildings and the central mission complex. CA-SBA-519 includes
the Neophyte Indian Living Quarters. The others are separate and distinct activity sites. Several
archeological features related to the mission are not part of any of the archeological sites
previously recorded. Examples of these features are the aqueduct-water system, the mill
remains, several refuse dumps, the tanning vats, and cisterns. :

The precise period of Native American occupation at the mission is unknown. Most likely,
occupation at the sites listed above occurred during the mission Period. The occupation period
at the present mission site is from A.D. 1813 to 1845. Relocation of the mission resulted from
the devastating earthquake in 1812, which destroyed the first mission of La Purisima, located in
what is now a residential area of Lompoc. '

The padres relocated the new mission across the river, along the route from Mission Santa Inez
to San Luis Obispo. The few surface artifacts recovered professionally are from the
mission-period occupation. Several of the sites have yielded mission pottery. Others have
yielded projectile points, and one site has yielded beads, most of which are of a recent age
historically (post-1800). The projectile points include small, leaf:shaped points and confracting
stem points. The presence of these points suggests aboriginal occupation or use. However, it is
possible that the Native Americans were scavenging artifacts from other sites during the mission
period. - - '

The archeological sites in La Purisima Mission State Historic Park are situated in the Purisimeno
subdivision of the Chumash language family. Occtipation of this area spans at least 9,000 years,
including some early Holocene cultural complexes, such as the archaic or hunting period (9000
B.C. t0 3000 B.C.). These later gave way to the characteristic millingstone culture (3000 B.C.
to 2000 B.C.), which then evolved into the Canalino complex (2000 B.C. to A.D. 1782) and
ultimately became the classic Chumash cultural complex around 1782.

Standing Structures and Historic Sites (see Map 3 R ,

Mission Church and Sacristy (La Iglesia). Based on archeology begun in 1935, this church
structure was restored on its original stone foundation, with much of the original tile floor intact.
The height of the building and the decorative embellishments were based on reasonable estimates
of the original appearance, which was assumed to be a Spanish mission design, and on the
architecture of other La Purisima Mission structures. An underground spring, which caused the
collapse of the original structure sometime in the 1820s or 1830s, is still a problem at the
northwest corner of this newer structure. A sump pump has helped to combat this problem.

This tall, single-story adobe structure, originally constructed in 1818, faces east. It measures 195
feet north to south by 33 feet. The interior finish is whitewash, and the exterior has a simulated
whitewash finish. The gabled roof has a mission tile and bamboo (Arundo donax) covering.
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This church building was apparently the second to be constructed at La Purisima Mission.
Intended as a temporary church, it was later to be enhanced and made as beautiful as any other
of the mission churches. However, the intervening turmoil of the revolution against Spain
brought hard times to the missions and ended most of the new construction. The padres
apparently converted their personal chapel in the Residence Building for use as the main Church:
Ia Purisima Mission was abandoned in the 1830s, and all of the buildings fell into ruin. No
early photographs or drawings have been found of this structure before its ruin.

Faiher. Payeras, president of the California missions from 1 816 through 1823, is buried under the
sanctuary floor, near the altar of the restored Church.

Padres' Residence Building (EI Monasterio). The original building was constructed in 1815
and restored in the 1930s. Much of the original stone foundation, tile flooring, adobe walls, and
a stone buttress at the south end of the structure were incorporated into the restored building.
Modern restrooms and maintenance storage space in the north end of the structure were also
included during that restoration. The Civilian Conservation Corps restored the padres' chapel
area in an altered condition, reflecting its conversion to a main church. The fireplace and
chimney may have been added after the mission period.

This tall adobe structure, originally built in 1815, faces east. It measures 318 feet north to south
by 52 feet. The interior finish is whitewash, and the exterior is covered with a simulated
whitewash. The gabled roof is covered with bamboo and mission tile. The floors are
hard-packed earth, wood, and ladrillo tile.

This is the only one of La Purisima Mission's many structures to survive in moderately good
condition into the twentieth century. Historic photographs and documents made it possible to
accurately restore the building, which was the core of the most complete historic restoration ever
attempted in the western United States.
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Shops and Quarters Building (E! Cuartel y Las Cases de Los Soldados y Artesanos). This
structure, believed to have been in ruins by the 1850s, was reconstructed on its original stone
foundation in the late 1930s. It contains 16 rooms arranged in an "L"-shaped pattern, with a
walled patio in the back; the patio is divided into two sections by an adobe wall.

The single-story building, originally erected in 1818, faces west onto the courtyard. It measures
401 feet long porth to south by 22 feet wide. The interior finish is whitewash, and the exterior
has a simulated whitewash covering. The gabled roof is covered with wood, with mission tile
on top. The floors are hard-packed earth.

Original reports of the missionaries recorded this structure as the guardhouse, workrooms, and
living quarters for the soldiers, mayordomos, and families. There is no mention of a patio. The
building was in active use until secularization of the mission in 1834.

Neophyte Native American Infirmary (La Enfermeria). Through archeological research, this
two-room structure was reconstructed in the early 1950s on its original stone foundation, from
complete ruin. The south end of the building has been remodeled to include public restrooms,
a gift shop, and a work area. The north room is furnished as a mission-period infirmary. The
building also houses exhibits and a public contact office.

The single-story adobe structure, oxiginally constructed in 1818, faces west. It measures 115 feet
long north to south by 20 feet wide. The interior finish is whitewash, and the exterior has a
simulated whitewash covering. The gabled roof is covered with bamboo, over which mission
tile is laid. The floor is wood.

Native American Girls' Dormitory (EI Monjerio). The Monjerio structure is a fully restored
single room with a walled patio enclosure attached on the north end. The building foundation
of stone and mud was discovered during archeological work in 1935.

The single-story adobe building measures 40 feet long north to south by 25 feet wide and faces
north. The interior finish is whitewash, and the exterior is covered with a simulated whitewash.
The gabled roof is covered with bamboo, over which mission tile has been laid. The floor is
hard-packed earth.

Main Kitchen and Grist Mill (EI Molino de Grano y Pozolera). This building was
reconstructed on its original stone foundation after archeologists rediscovered it in 1935. The
archeologists described it as a two-room building with a large opening on the south end. The
building was reconstructed with the south end enclosed. Further research may suggest
modifications for historic accuracy.
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The single-story adobe structure, which faces east, measures 51 feet long north to south by 21
feet wide, Its interior finish is whitewash, and the exterior is covered with simulated whitewash.
Mission tile has been laid over the bamboo-covered pitched roof. The floor is adobe block.

The discovery of this building ended some conjecture that wings of a quadrangle should have
been present at La Purisima Mission. Instead, a linear design of unconnected community
groupings for buildings was found at the mission.

Blacksmith Shop and Residence (La Herrerig). This structure is a 1980s reconstruction based
on archeological and historical research of the original building. Restored on original stone
foundations, it consists of three rooms. The largest room is the Blacksmith Shop, which contains
the remains of the original forge. The other two rooms served as a kitchen and bedroom for the
blacksmith's family.

The Blacksmith Shop is one of several structures featuring crafis at La Purisima Mission, and
the emphasis here is on Spanish colenial blacksmithing. The structure is 76 feet 2 inches long.
by 20 feet 6 inches wide, and the floors are of soil cement.

Bell Tower and Cemetery Walls (La Campanaria y Cemeterio). The Bell Tower was
reconstructed from a design copied from Mission Santa Ines, using the foundation stones of La
Purisima Mission's tower. The work was done in the late 1930s as part of the main Church
restoration. The attached cemetery enclosesa Catholic burial ground for Native Americans.
Reconstruction reports document that the original Bell Tower anid cemetery could not be restored
because of their complete state of ruin. The Bell Tower is 20 feet 6 inches long by 9 feet deep
and is approximately 40 feet high. The cemetery walls are 119 feet long and 4 feet thick. The
interior is 63 feet 6 inches wide.

Tallow and Soap Vats (Cubz de Sebo). The Civilian Conservation Corps excavated and
stabilized the ruins of two original tallow vats and protected them with a tiled roof. A replica,
as an addition, was reconstructed next to the original ruins to present the restored appearance.
This structure measures 40 feet long north to south by 25 feet wide. - -

Pottery Shop (La Alfareria). This reconstructed building is a ope-room structure with walls 3
feet 6 inches thick. Overall ditnensions are 35 feet by 42 feet 6 inches, The structure, one story
in height, includes an upper loft at the north end. The original stone foundations were discovered

“in 1935. Unburmned clay tile water pipe and the remains of possibly two mills for grinding clay
led to its designation as the Pottery Shop. A vat for soaking clay and a kiln have been added
outside the building for interpretive purposes but have no historic basis..

The interior finish is whitewash, and the exterior 1s covered with simulated whitewash. The
structure has a gabled roof covered with bamboo and mission tile. Its floor is hard-packed earth.
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An 8-foot by 8-foot kiln north of the Pottery Shop is one of several areas where crafts vital to the
mission community were carried out. The discovery of the grinding mills for clay and gypsum
added information about the construction methods and daily activities during the mission period.

Drinking Water Fountain (La Fuente). This fountain has been stabilized and restored from
the original ruins. It is now served by a modern water pipe system instead of the original clay
tile pipelines, which are no longer intact. The fountain is 21 feet by 21 feet square and
approximately 5 feet in height.

Mission Garden Cross (La Cruz). Restoration of the Cross was based on the 1935
archeological evidence of a stone support foundation. It stands ona base 8 feet by 8 feet square
by 2 feet high. The 18-foot-high cross is a replica of similar crosses at other California missions.

Padres’' Lavanderia Fountain V(La Lavanderia). This 21-foot-diameter fountain has been
stabilized and restored from original ruins on its original foundation. A modern water pipe and
drain bave replaced the original clay pipe. '

Cistern and Reservoir (La Cisterna). This structure has been stabilized and partially restored.
A modern water pipe from a contemporary water source and a drain have been connected to
serve this 28-foot-wide reservoir.

Mission Lavanderia and Fountain (Lavanderia). This 32-foot-diameter lavanderia and
fountain have been restored and stabilized on the original foundation. They are in good
condition and can hold water. Some of the original bricks were left exposed without plastering
to reflect the age.

Reservoir Filter House/Springhouse (dgua Manantial). This 16-foot by 16-foot square

structure was restored in the 1970s. It was originally built in 1815 to filter water from the storage
reservoir before delivery to the lavanderias. The structure, which has an arched roof, is plastered
on the interior and exterior.

Water Reservoir for Tannery. This reservoir for the tanning vats was excavated by
archeologists in the 1960s. Although it has been partially restored and stabilized, drain lines and
piping are missing in some areas. The tanning vats are 30 feet 6 inches long by 19 feet wide.

Cottonwood Spring Reservoir. This original mission reservoir, which is 21 feet in diameter,
is partially stabilized but not restored. Cracks and missing plaster now prevent storage of water.
Nearby are the open, stone-lined aqueducts that fed water from this reservoir to the main mission
complex and agricultural area.

Mystery Pillar. This 12-foot-high, 4-foot-square column of stone, brick, and tile stands isolated
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from any remaining structures or visible water system connection. Situated in the general area
of aqueducts and stone reservoirs, it may relate to the mill and flume operation. It has a notch
for a beam or flume at the top. The pillar has been left in its ruined appearance. The original
Civilian Conservation Corps archeological investigation found three additional foundations that
probably supported similar columns. Another possible support column in an agricultural field
was inadvertently plowed up and removed in recent years. This feature may have had some
relationship to the Mystery Pillar.

Granary or Warehouse Ruin (La Troja o El Almacen). This structure is estimated to have
been 206 feet long by 56 feet 9 inches wide. A partially excavated stone foundation js exposed
above ground level at the north end, on state park property. However, the remainder of the
foundation is either covered by or has been obliterated by the adjacent county road. The
foundation may extend across the roadway into a field owned by the State of California. There
is very little written or atcheological information on this site to reveal what the structure looked
like. - S '

Native American Living Quarters. The foundations of this pair of long buildings were
determined by several past archeological excavations. The northern structure was 202.5 feet long
by 25 feet wide. The southern building was 330 feet long including a 137.5 foot infirmary
section and a 185 foot section of apartments. The two were separated by a space about 13.8 feet
wide, :

Post-Mission-Period Administrative ctures

Residence #1. This building was constructed circa 1940 by the Civilian Conservation Corps.
Its California mission revival style of architecture incorporates adobe brick, ladrillo tile, timber,
and mission tile roofing. The single-story rectangular structure has 2,862 square feet with ten
rooms. ' - B

Residence #2. This California mission revival style building with a gabled mission tile roof was
constructed of adobe brick, ladrillo tile, and timber by the Civilian Conservation Corps circa
1940. 1t is a single-story structure with 2,141 square feet and seven rooms.

Residence #3. This single-story, 1,232-square-foot structure was constructed circa 1949 by the
Department of Parks and Recreation. It is of wood frame construction with a stucco exterior,
-wood floors, and a gabled mission tile roof, An adjacent 400-square-foot garage is constructed
in the same style as the residence.

Residence #5. This 357-square-foot, single-story wood frame structure was constructed about
1936 by the Civilian Conservation Corps. It is of board and bat construction on wooden piers,
with a shingled gable roof. Records indicate that this building has always been called the
"Bachelor Quarters." It was used by the U.S. Coast Guard Shore Patrol during the early years
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of World War II. A bathroom and closet were added in 1947. In 1948, it was lengthened by 6
feet, and a service porch was added.

(Note: There is no Residence #6.)

Residence #7. This single-story structure has approximately 1,232 square feet of living space,
with a 400-square-foot garage. Constructed in 1950 by the Department of Parks and Recreation,
it consists of a wood frame stucco exterior, wood floors, and a mission tile gabled roof.

Office (Former Residence #4). This single-story building and garage were originally
constructed as a residence by the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1936. The structure is of wood
frame board and bat construction, with a concrete foundation, a gabled roof covered with asphalt
shingles, and both wood and concrete floors.

This 864-square-foot structure has had several alterations and currently serves as the
headquarters for the La Purisima Sector.

Utility Shop. This 1,250-square-foot single-story structure was constructed by the Department
of Parks and Recreation in 1949. It is of wood frame board and bat construction, with a slab
concrete floor and a gabled roof with asphalt shingles.

Garage. The department constructed this single-story structure with two bays circa 1949. This
1,250-square-foot wood frame building has board and bat siding, a gabled roof with asphalt
shingles, a concrete floor, and two bays.

Ethnographic Background

This second site for La Purisima Mission is in the ethnographic area of the Purisimeno
subdivision of the Chumash cultural family. Certain known named archeological sites, such as
Walekhe on the Santa Maria River, do not appear among the rancherias in the records of either
the San Luis Obispo or the La Purisima Mission. This absence of information indicates that the
mission records are not always complete and cannot be used as complete source material.

None of the Native American archeological sites in the park can be ascribed to the pre-mission
period. However, for at least 9,000 years, Native Americans occupied the territory in which La
Purisima Mission was to be built. This long occupation may be broken into several periods, with
the classic Chumash culture having matured by about 1782.

The Chumash, divided into six language groups, lived along the Pacific Coast from San Luis
Obispo to Malibu Canyon, and inland to the western edge of the San Joaquin Valley. Other
Chumash lived on the Santa Barbara Channel islands of San Miguel, Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz,
and Anacapa. In all, their territory covered about 7,000 square miles and extended for 200 miles
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along the coast.

The entire Chumash population was estimated at 15,000. The single largest and best known
concentration was in the Santa Barbara Channel area.

The Purisimeno Chumash (the name derives from the mission to which they were later attached)
lived along the Pacific Coast to the north of the Santa Barbara Channel. Although their territorial
boundaries are not clear, they probably controlied territory to Point Conception and beyond. This
area was characterized by narrow coastal terraces with occasional sand dunes, small valleys, and
a rocky outer shore swept by winds and fog. .

The Purisimeno enjoyed great variety in their environment, including an abundance of plants,
fish, birds, land and sea mammals, and mollusks. Perhaps it was this rich life that led them to
be a peaceful and gentle people, as they have been deseribed. Much time was available for
developing a social and esthetic life that included games, gambling, singing and dancing, art, and
astronomy.

Besides the Purisimeno, other Chumash were eventually brought to La Purisima Mission from
Santa Rosa Island. Their culture is little known, but they made much use of the marine resources
around them, and they were skilled crafters of stone.

Scattered information reveals that the Purisimeno Chumash probably built their villages in pairs,
on opposite sides of streams or other important geographic division points, which may hint at
the existence of a moiety (common ancestral) system.

The Santa Barbara Channel Chumash villages, which may have been similar to those of the
Purisimeno, typically included several houses, a sweathouse, storehouses, a ceremonial
enclosure, a gaming area, and a cemetery, which was usually placed well away from the living
area. Many of the important activities of the Chumash took place in these village settings,
including ceremonial life, food preparation, and craft making.

Native residences in the Santa Barbara Channel area were well constructed, spacious, and fairly
comfortable. Light entered from a hole in the roof. Inside, beds were made on frames, and
inhabitants covered themselves with skins and shawls. The beds had divisions between them,
so that if many people slept in one house, they did not see one another. In the middle of the

“floor, they made a fire for cooking seeds, fish, and other foods. Historical accounts say some
houses were up to 50 feet in diameter and could hold 70 people. The Purisimeno houses,
apparently much more rifodest, were small, round, and domed.

Purisimeno settlements were led by male chiefs, to whom other villagers brought food or other
valuables as offerings of tribute. The chiefs' main responsibilities included being war leaders,
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presiding at ceremonies, and making decisions about hunting and gathering. Among the Eastern
(Santa Barbara Channel) Chumash, the chiefs held hereditary positions passed through the male
line. However, the general village population had to approve the selection, and the chiefs'
powers were traditionally limited.

The Chumash were intensely interested in and aware of the universe around them. They closely
followed the phases of the moon, as well as the rising, sefting, and declination of the sun. Many
of their rituals were intimately linked to the heavens above. In common with other Native
Americans, the Chumash practiced puberty rites for both boys and girls, although little is known
about these traditions. Girls were not allowed to eat meat or look directly into burping fires.
Boys were given a datura root drink, which caused hallucinations, as part of their initiation into
manhood.

Gambling was a very important activity. Chumash men gambled shell money on games of
hiding sticks behind the back and on throwing-stick games. Women gambled with dice made
of snail and walnut shells that were filled with asphaltum.

Purisimeno material culture was similar to, but less extensive, than that of the Eastern (Santa
Barbara) Chumash and did not include the famous planked canoe of the channel coast. The
Purisimeno used charmstones, quartz crystals, and whistles of bird, coyote, or mountain lion
bones. Besides whistles, their musical instruments included elder wood or bone flutes, musical
bows, and bull-roarers. There were also rattles made of split sticks, seashells, turtle shells, and
bunches of deer hoofs. The Chumash loved dancing.

The Chumash excelled at basketry work, creating baskets, trays, and boxes. The Eastern
Chumash made baskets waterproof by placing powdered asphaltum inside them, then tossing hot
stones around inside to melt the asphaltum. Steatite was worked into fine cooking bowls that
took the place of pottery.

Hunting was conducted with bows and arrows, snares and deadfalls, and other tools. Rabbits
were run down in communal hunts and killed with throwing sticks.

The Purisimeno Harvested food at tidal pools and other shallow waters. Staying in relatively
shallow water made planked canoes unnecessary. Instead, they used hands, traps, poles, nets,
and ultimately hooks and lines. Their J-shaped shell fishhooks were made of mussel or abalone,
and even of cactus spines. The Chumash had several different types of fishhooks, and they also
used nets to take fish. Because of their access to the coast, the Chumash used abalone shells
widely for decoration and utilitarian needs, such as eating bowls.

Acorns from the California live oak were the staple of the Chumash diet. Among other
important plants used for food or other needs were pinon nuts and soap plants. The soap plants
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could be roasted and eaten, the green bulbs were used as a lathering soap, and the dried husks
were made into brushes. When pulverized, the plants served as a fish poison.

While the Indians did not practice agriculture, they did more than just passively accept the
natural bounty. They burned the landscape to control brush growth and promote the growth of
seed-bearing grasses. This practice may have had a very substantial unpact on the types and
numbers of wildlife in the area.

Trade was significant in the Purisimeno territory. Directly or indirectly, the Purisimeno got
steatite from Catalina Island. However, much of their trade was with the inhabitants of the
interior rather than of the islands. The Obispenc to the north (and therefore possibly the
Purisimeno themselves) sent asphaltum, abalone, and clam shells to the Yokuts of the San
Joaquin Valley; pottery and obsidian may have come from the Yokuts in exchange. Another
possible trade was of wooden dishes, steatite vessels, and ornaments to the Salinans to the north,
and of dried fish and otter furs to the interior. In return, the coastal Chumash might have
received acorns, deer skins, and grasshoppers.

The Chumash territory is famed for its rock art. The rock paintings of the Chumash Indians are
among the most interesting and spectacular in the United States. The paintings almost invariably
are abstract, and when life forms are represented, they are highly stylized and imaginative. A
feature of the more elaborate paintings is the mulfiple outline of figures, especially the concentric
circle and "cogged wheel"” motif. The finest rock art of the Chumash is found in the territory of
the almost unknown interior Chumash {Cuyama region). While some rock art occurs in
Purisimeno territory, it is less common than along the Santa Barbara Channel area.

The Chumash people, including the Purisimeno who were gathered in at La Purisima Mission,
had developed a rich and successful culture that flourished for centuries before the arrival of the
Spanish. When the newconiers did establish themselves in the Chumash territories in the late
eighteenth century, Chumash culture was disrupted and virtually extinguished over the course
of a few decades. For example, none of the Chumash languages survive today except in
fragmented form. Most of those existing fragments are the fruits of the work of early
researchers.

Mission life represented a significant change in the lifestyle of Native Americans, manifested by
changes in activities and in tool use. These changes are reflected in the artifacts found in
‘archeological sites. For example, in this area, stone drills were replaced by iron needles
sometime between 1776 and 1791,

One researcher has documented that evidence of traditional male activities such as hunting, skin

dressing, and weapon manufacturing were not found in the mission barracks' artifact assemblage.

The continued presence of basketry, related tools, and food preparation equipment suggests that
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the aboriginal female role suffered less disruption at the mission. This research reinforces the
notion that mission life emphasized specific male-female roles, and that the new male role was
quite different from the traditional male role in prehistoric times.

The artifact assemblages indicate that local Native Americans at the mission quickly adopted
certain aspects of Spanish culture into their own lifestyle. They readily incorporated European
glass beads into their complex exchange networks. Finding these artifacts both at historic sites
and at Native American sites during the same time period confirms this hypothesis. Beads from
La Purisima Mission are similar to types that were found throughout the region.

Mission records and archeological evidence support the fact that, in addition to recruiting
Purisimeno Chumash from the local villages, La Purisima Mission also recruited Chumash from
the Channel Islands and Yokuts from the Central Valley. It is now believed that at the beginning
of the mission period, the population was already declining in this area, and the recruitment for
the missions accentuated the decline but did not by itself initiate the decline.

Historic Background

Of the three major agencies of Spanish colonialism in Alta California - mission, pueblo, and
presidio - the mission was the most important. In theory, the mission was a temporary institution
working to create a population of Native Americans that could constitute a pueblo. This was an
important aim of the Spanish colonial design, because the Spanish relied on the indigenous
Native American population of California to constitute most of the colony's participants.

The plan proved difficult to put into effect. The Spanish had hopes of setting up missions all
through California, but were largely confined to the coastal regions, and even there, progress was
slow and fitful. Fermin de Lasuen, president of the missions, founded La Purisima Mission on
December 8, 1787, at a'site south of the Santa Ynez River, about ten miles inland from the
ocean. This took place a full decade after its founding had been proposed. The eleventh mission
to be constructed, La Purisima was to be one of the three missions to reach and control the
Native Americans along the Santa Barbara Channel area, and one of five missions encompassing
the entire Chumash territory. The mission was not actually begun until April 1788.

In December 1812, the mission was demolished by earthquake and flood. Mission Padre
Mariano Payeras noted an intention to construct "from poles and grass what is indispensable until
the earth becomes quiet.” But the native neophytes refused to stay at the site, and Payeras sought
a different site for the rebuilding. '

On April 23, 1813, La Purisima Mission was officially relocated to its second and permanent site
in Los Berros Canyon. Running into the hills north of the Santa Ynez River plain, the site
offered an excellent water supply, protection from ocean winds, and direct access to El Camino
Real, which ran next to it. This site placed the mission closer to its neighboring missions of
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 Santa Ines and San Luis Obispo than the first site had been.

Rebuilding proceeded with great vigor, but also with care to take any possible measures against
another devastating earthquake. Padre Payeras and others wrote of the need for avoiding "past
doleful misfortunes," and that "experience may teach us the best method for constructing” new
buildings.

The earthquake's destruction of years of work and investment did not dampen the zeal of the
Franciscan padres who built and operated La Purisima Mission. Several dozen of these
extraordinary men, most of Spanish birth, were associated with the mission over its history, and
21 served as padres there. ... : - - g ‘ '

Mariano Payeras was the most notable of La Purisima Mission's padres. Spanish-born, the
34-year old Payeras took charge at the mission in late 1804. Shepherding the mission through
its move to the Los Berros site, he snpervised its reconstruction, and was appointed president of
the California missions on July 24, 1815. For most of the following four years, he continued to
reside at La Purisima Mission while serving in this new position. For a portion of that time, he
was apparently the only Franciscan at the mission. In October 1819, Padre Payeras was
additionally named commissary prefect, the highest Catholic administrative position in
California. - '

Mariano Payeras died at La Purisima Mission on April 28, 1823, and was buried under the
Church pulpit, where his remains still rest. All historical assessments of him place him in the
very front rank of California mission padres.

The mission Payeras built has become significant in California history not only for its place in
the social development of California but also because of its architecture. As a group, the
California missions compriSed the most impressive building design and conmstruction
achievernents of Spanish and Mexican California. Their "mission style" profoundly influenced
subsequent architectural design in the state. I '

The old mission, later called "Mission Vieja," had been designed on the standard pattemn of a
large four-sided structure that enclosed a large square or patio. But the rebuilt La Purisima
Mission departed from this plan, having no connecting or enclosing wings to unify the buildings.
Instead, in its unique arrangement, separate structures operated together as a community.

Construction of La Purisima Mission depended on the materials available, most of which were
native to the countryside. Most resources were limited or even poor in guality. The main
construction ingredients were timber, earth, stone, lime (from seashells or limestone), and
coloring agents for decoration. Jron, copper, and bronze had to be imported, and for that reason
were used sparingly.
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Adobe brick, the primary building material, was the determining factor of the shape and
appearance of the structures. Thick walls, arched openings, and projecting eaves of roof lines
are all attributable to the characteristics of adobe as a building material.

1a Purisima Mission is famed for its excellence of design, particularly in the various elements
of the Residence Building. Its corridor, with its columns, became a model for twentieth-century
architects, who have praised its grace, simplicity, and detail. The lessons of the 1812 earthquake
were expressed in the design of the Residence Building's heavy buttresses at the south end. In
other ways as well, the Residence Building was unique in the mission system as a large, isolated
multipurpose building.

Other structures at La Purisima Mission, though overshadowed by the Residence Building, are
tangible reminders of life there. For example, while austerity is revealed in the lack of seating
in the Church, and the sexes were kept separate at worship, paintings, statuary, and other
decorative elements were featured, making for a marked contrast between the modest and
subdued adobe exteriors and the relatively ornate interiors.

About the time of secularization, the Church became undermined by springs, making it unusable.
It was therefore abandoned, and with the mission by then in decline, the padres’ chapel in the
Residencé Building was renovated to replace the Church.

Many other structures in the central mission complex served various purposes that further reveal
the broad range of mission functions. Two infirmaries were construéted in 1816, showing the
significance of disease in the mission's history. All unmarried female natives more than 11 years
of age lived together in a separate house called the Monjerio, constructed about 1817. The last
major construction occurred in 1823, when ten new "houses" for natives were built, a possible
reference to the ten family dwelling units in the complex of buildings collectively known as the
Native American Living Quarters. ‘

La Purisima Mission was a highly productive institution. The Blacksmith Shop, now
reconstructed, shows the relatively high technological capacity (compared to other elements of
Spanish occupation) and productive ability of the mission. Other production-oriented aspects
of the mission included the tallow rendering facility, where fat from slaughtered cattle was
processed into tallow, used for candles and soap, and served as a medium of exchange in trade.
Tanning vats were employed to process hides. The mission also had a garden and cemetery—
typical features of such an institution.

One of the prides of La Purisima Mission was its water system, consisting of a series of springs,
water impoundments, storage facilities, an open aqueduct, and clay piping. The Filter House
(Springhouse) at La Purisima was one of only three known to have been built in the mission
period.
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The physical plant of La Purisima Mission, in common with other missions, had a productive

capacity which dwarfed that of any other Spanish institution in California. As an agricultural and
livestock producer, La Purisima Mission was one of the most successful missions, The basis for
this success was a vast land area. The mission's holdings extended 14 leagues from north to
south, and between four and six leagues from east to west (1 league = 3 miles). The greater
portion was pasturage for mission livestock, but a sizable part was farmland used for growing
grain, beans, fruit trees, and grapes. In 1814, La Purisima Mission reporied 4,652 horses, the
most ever reported for any of the California missions. In 1818, the mission owned 22,000 head
of livestock and harvested 5,000 bushels of crops.

Agricultural production was impressive, given the context of Spanish agriculture in California.

In 1816, the mission harvested 1,000 fanegas of maize, 2,500 fanegas of wheat, and 120 fanegas

of beans (1 fanega = approximately 1.5 bushels). From 1820 to 1824, yearly harvests averaged
4,000 fanegas in these commodities. However, livestock and crop production declined as the
decade progressed; only about 500 fanegas of crops were harvested in 1829.

Even before the 1820s, production began to decline due to several circumstances, including the
general collapse of the mission itself as an institution. At the end of 1824, the mission had
17,630 head of livestock. This number fell to 15,000 at the close of the decade.. By December
1834, on the eve of secularization, the mission's holdings had further declined to 6,200 cattle,
6,458 sheep, 40 pigs, 16 goats, 70 mules, and 1,200 horses.

Despite the ultimate failure of all the missions, including La Purisima, their impressive land
holdings, livestock, and agricultural production aftest to the central importance of the mission
institution to Spanish colonial ambitions in the Americas. Far from being just a church and some
associated buildings, as many people in later generations came to think of them, the missions
were self-sustaining, nearly complete economic and social units of great influence.

Not only were the missions centers for hvestock and agncultme, but they were factorles—the
most significant manufacturing institutions of Spamsh California—supporting the entire
econormic system. Employing Native American labor, La Purisima Mission produced cloth,

blankets, leather goods, saddles, beds, and tallow. The mission's Pottery Shop turned out pots,

plates, jugs, and tiles by the thousands. Trading ships sought the missions' hides, tallow, grain,

wine, brandy, olive oil, and leather work; and through the missions, Spanish colonists had access . -

10 imported goods not otherwise available.

Native Americans were not merely a labor supply, but were the reason for the missions'
existence. Though the Chumash were relatively slow to enter the system, in the long run it
became difficuit for them to remain outside the new institution. The European presence brought
profound changes to the area that made the precontact way of life difficult for the Chumash to
maintain.
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The missions transformed Native American life, with mixed results. The social and intellectual
horizons of Native Americans suddenly changed. Native Americans learned Spanish and became
accomplished church musicians and artists as they were instructed in the Catholic religion.
Perhaps their own cultural concentration on music and dancing played a key role in their success
at church music.

Because the missions were industrial schools and factories as well as religious centers, the
natives learned European skills in animal husbandry, agriculture, and manufacturing, to join with
or replace their own skills. In some ways, the natives had much personal freedom, as, for
example, in leaving the missions for traditional food gathering.

But the missions and the Spanish communities associated with them also exploited native labor
and placed an unfamiliar discipline upon the natives' life. The Spanish sought to impose new
standards of sexual morality, using dormitories and other means. Corporal punishment was
routinely used, a practice much in contrast to the Chumash traditions. Purisimeno worship of
the god Achup, or Chupu, was probably suppressed at La Purisima Mission, as it was among
other Chumash at Santa Barbara.

Furthermore, mission influences slowly eroded traditional Native American skills and activities,
especially those of men. The overall result was destruction of the indigenous culture. By the
beginning of the nineteenth century, missionization of the Chumash was virtually complete, and
the overall result was destruction of the indigenous culture. One authority notes that "By 1803,
conversions in the coastal villages had already penetrated so deeply into social structures that the
decaying settlements, already stricken with high mortality, were barely inhabited. The final wave
of baptisms resulted in the ultimate abandonment of many villages." Since the Chumash were
among the first Native Americans affected by the Spanish, and thus early affected by
missionization, disease, and dislocation, most of their precontact culture was virtually extinct by
the time ethnographers began collecting information about them.

For the most part, the historical record indicates that the Chumash accepted this cultural
destruction with little resistance. Mission history in California was punctuated by small-scale,
often personal, Native American revolts, of which runaways were the most prominent examples.
At La Purisima Mission in 1824, a full-scale revolt by the neophytes capped an era of rising
Native American discontent.

While the exact causes of the 1824 rebellion are not clear, it is generally accepted that the
neophytes were protesting their treatment by the Spanish soldiers. The revolt began on February
21 and was finally crushed on March 16 with the arrival of an armed Spanish force. In the
interval, the Native Americans forced the Spanish out of the mission and controlled it
unopposed. Before the revolt ended, 2 handful of whites and about 16 natives were killed. Other
natives were executed or imprisoned afterward.
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In the months following the revolt, most of the Native Americans refurned to the mission, which
took on a semblance of normal operation. But the normal routine at the mission by then was
conducted within a larger environment of decline and decay. By the 1820s, La Purisima, along
with the other Spanish missions, was faltering. From a peak population of 1,520 neophytes at
the old mission in 1804, the number of Native Americans under La Purisima Mission's control
fell steadily.

Smallpox and measles killed many hundreds between 1804 and 1807, Soon, the padres were
recording alarming rates of stillborn births, as the inability of the mission native population to
sustain itself through natural increase became evident. At the end of 1813, La Purisima Mission
had 1,010 Native Americans. By the close of 1824, this number had fallen further to 662. Thus,
the decline of the Chumash culture was paralleled by a decrease in the numbers of people
themselves.

The gradual decay of the mission was capped by secularization. In 1834, secularization of the
California missions went into formal effect, with commissioners named to take over the
individual missions. The mission era ended atLa Purisima Mission on November 30, 1834, with
the appointment of Dominge Carrillo as civil commissioner.

Secularization dismantled what remained of the once crucial Spanish institution. By February
1841, after several changes of administrator, most of the mission's property was gone, including
the furniture. By 1842, perhaps only 60 natives remained at La Purisima Mission. Finally, in
1845, two days short of the 58th anniversary of the founding of the mission, John Temple
purchased it at auction for $1,100. ' -

Following secularization, the Chumash were left to flounder. While secularization had beer the
goal of the missions from their inception, the manner and circumstances under which it was
carried out merely reinforced the ruinous effect of missionization on the Native Americans.
Eventually, many went to work for Mexican landowners as farm laborers, vaqueros, or house
servants. When the Americans arrived, the natives served the newcomers similarly, By then,
their original culture had been irreparably damaged.

With the Native Americans dispersed, the mission structures fell to ruin. Slowly, the adobe
structures collapsed from a combination of neglect and vandalism until the ruins of the
Residence Building alone temained to mark the mission's headquarters.  Artists and

" photographers recorded La Purisima Mission's picturesque remains, as all over the state the
mission ruins became romantic tourist attractions.

In the late nineteenth century, sentiment grew for preserving the remaining mission heritage. The
Landmarks Club, formed under the leadership of Charles Fletcher Lummis, sought to save
several of the southern missions from completely disappearing but failed in the attempt. Actual
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restoration, on a scale undreamed of by the Landmarks Club, was accomplished by the Civilian
Conservation Corps, under the direction of the Nationa! Park Service, during the Great
Depression. With as many as 200 men at work at one time, the CCC completed reconstruction
of the Residence Building in 1937. By 1941, the restoration project brought back to life the
water system, the fountains and cistern, the Church, and the Shops and Quarters Building.

Using professional historians, archeologists, and architects, and being committed to as faithful
a restoration as could be achieved, the CCC produced at La Purisima Mission the largest and
most complete historic restoration in the West. Today, as a unit of the State Park System and
with additional restoration and reconstruction work completed, the restored mission provides
many thousands of visitors yearly a unique opportunity to turn back the clock and immerse
themselves in California’s remarkable past.
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The old time adobederg made fiis bricks by an ancient metfiod copied here by the

restoration crew. The mud and straw were mixed in pits. The adobe was then
moulded in a wooden frame and allowed to dry in the hot sun.
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Esthetic Resoure

The principal esthetic resources at La Purisima Mission State Historic Park are the mission
building complex and its setting. Of the 21 missions in California, La Purisima Mission is the
best example of a mission seting as it existed during the active mission period. The native
chaparral vegetation on the slopes east and west of the complex, and the agricultural fields to the
north, all contribute significantly to the sense of place — the sense of stepping back in time. _

The mission buildings, with their massive adobe walls and tile roofs, are attractive features both
as individual objects and as a historic complex. The Bell Tower, Residence Building, and
Church are the largest and most dramatic structures.

The massive coast live oaks are attractive elements of the natural landscape, as are the varied
textures and colors of the chaparral that covers most of the park. Spring blooms of wildflowers
and flowering shrubs add a transitory beauty to the park. The riparian woodland along Los
Berros Creek provides a lush green ribbon through the agricultural fields.

Features negatively affecting the esthetic resources of the park include the sight and sound of
vehicles on Purisima Road and State Highway 246, the appearance of vehicles in the public
parking lot, and cars parked along the highway. The sight and sound of aircraft overflights is
also of concern. The non-native pine trees that have become established in the park area also
have a negative effect because they do not represent the appearance of the landscape as it existed
during the historic period.

Recreation Resources

Visitor activities at the unit have three principal purposes. Many visitors come to the park to
view the reconstructed mission complex and to learn about La Purisima Mission and the role it
played in the history of California. Other visitors use the park as a setting for exercise, including
walking, jogging, horseback riding, and bicycling. Visitors also use the park as a site for quiet
contemplation and nature study. All visitation is. on a day-use basis only. No facilities for
camping are available.

Several special events that are held each year bring relatively large numbers of visitors to the
park. The events help to bring the mission alive, giving the public a sense of how it appeared
during the historic period. The largest special event, the annual fiesta, is a community celebration
that is more recreational than a historic re-creation.

Volumnteers and docents who participate in living history and other interpretive programs in the
park undergo an enriching interpretive experience that has recreational benefits as well.
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Resource Policy Formulation
Classification -

La Purisima Mission became a unit of the State Park System in 1935, when one of the Civilian
Conservation Corps units assigned to the National Park Service agreed 1o undertake restoration
of the mission buildings if enough acreage could be acquired to make the site into a historic
monument. The Catholic Church and the Union Qil Company donated property to get the project
started. .-

Santa Barbara County and the State of California acquired additional land to form a 507-acre
parcel that became La Purisima State Historical Monument. The system of naming and
classifying units of the State Park System was later changed, and the State Park and Recreation
Commission renamed the unit as La Purisima Mission State Historic Park in September 1963.
Classification establishes management and public use direction and affords protection under the
California Public Resources Code. The code for historical unit classifications is quoted in full
below.

Public Resource Code 5019.59

Historical units, to be named appropriately and individually, consist of areas
established primarily to preserve objects of historical, archeological, and
scientific interest, and archeological sites and places commemorating
important persons or historic events. Such areas should be of sufficient size,
where possible, o ehcompass a significant proportion of the landscape
associated with historical objects. The only facilities that may be provided
are those required for the safety, comfort, and enjoyment of the visitors, such
as access, parking, water, sanitation, interpretation, and picnicking. Upon
approval by the commission, lands outside the primary historic zone may be
selected or acquired, developed, or operated to provide camping facilities
within appropriate historical units. Upon approval by the commission, an
area outside the primary historic zone may be designated as a recreation zone
to provide limited recreational opportunities that will supplement the public's
enjoyment of the unit. Certain agricultural, mercantile, or other commercial
activities may be permitied if those activities are part of the history of the
individual unit and any developments retain or restore historical authenticity.
Historical units shall be named to perpetuate the primary historical themes of
the individual units. (Added by Stat. 1978, Ch 615.)
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Historic Zones .

Public Resources Code Section 5019.59 (Historic Units) refers to a primary historic zone in state
historic parks. The primary historic zone in La Purisima Mission State Historic Park is the Los
Berros Valley floor. This valley contains the reconstructed mission building complex, the
foundations of the mission warehouse and neophyte quarters, the reconstructed agueduct system,
and the alluvial areas maintained in agricultural production to preserve the historic landscape as -
it appeared during the active mission period. Land and facilities in the primary historic zone
shall be managed to protect and preserve historical and archeological values.

Declaration of Purpose

The Declaration of Purpose defines the purpose of the unit and the broadest goals of
management. At the time of classification, a declaration of purpose for this unit was not
recommended or adopted by the State Park and Recreation Commission. A declaration of
purpose is required by the Public Resources Code, Section 5002.2(b), "setting forth specific long
range management objectives. . .consistent with the unit's classification.” The Declaration of
Purpose for La Purisima Mission State Historic Park shall be as follows:

The. purpose of La Purisima Mission State Historic Park is to preserve,
restore, interpret, and make available to the people for their inspiration,
enlightenment, and enjoyment the significant cultural resources associated
with La Purisima Mission and its human inhabitants, as well as the unit's
natural values. The natural setting of the mission is of particular importance
because it allows visitors to step back in time and imagine themselves
visiting La Purisima Mission when it was occupied by the Spanish
missionaries and the Native Americans.

The department shall define and execute a program of management to
perpetuate the unit's declared values, and provide recreational facilities and
interpretation that make these values available in & manner consistent with
their perpetuation.

Zon Pri Intere

The Zone of Primary Interest is a declaration of the department's concern for any environmental
changes outside the unit that could seriously jeopardize or degrade State Park System values.
At La Purisima Mission State Historic Park, the department is concerned about any development
or land use outside the unit that would adversely affect park values and purposes in the unit.
This concern also applies to viewsheds from and in the unit, where activities and developments
may be obvious or conspicuous to visitors who are in the park. The department would like to
preserve visitors' opportunity to step back in time and imagine themselves actually experiencing
life when the mission was occupied by the missionaries and the Native Americans. This goal
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can be best accomplished if the view of and from the primary historic zone remains free of
modern developments on surrounding lands.

The department is concerned about all activities in the Los Berros Creek watershed that could
affect the quality or quantity of water in the creek and springs which flow through the park.
Existing activities in the watershed include residential housing development and a producing oil
field.

The hills and land adjacent to the northemn boundary of the park provide a significant backdrop
to the historic unit (see Watershed/Viewshed Relationship, Map 4). This land base, in the upper
watershed of Los Berros Creek, contains significant archeological and natural values as well as
springs. This private property also contains substantial areas of Burton Mesa chaparral, which
has been recognized by the County of Santa Barbara as worthy of protection.

The viewshed evaluation considers the sight distances a typical visitor might experience while
viewing the historic area in the park. As stated in the goals for the unit, a primary concern
regarding the viewshed is retention of the historic sense of place. For example, large panoramas
of the park and surrounding areas can be seen from the valley floor much as they were seen in
the 1800s. Protection of that viewshed will ensure the "time warp" as well. Intermediate ridge
lines, visible from several key positions on the east and west side of the valley floor, are also
important to historical integrity.

Wildlife corridors that are essential for movement of wildlife through the park from the Purisima
Hills to the Santa Ynez Basin have also been identified on the watershed map. The Burton Mesa
chaparral is important both to this migration and to the natural values of the patk. Agricultural
lands south of the park, opposite Purisima Road, also play a key role in perpetuating the rural
flavor of the park. This land surrounds the historic warehouse and is 2 corridor for movement
of wildlife to the Santa YneZ River.

Implementing the proposals of the General Plan does not directly depend on land acquisition;
however, protecting these lands is critical to the integrity of the unit. Continued coordination
between the county, private property owners, and the department will be required to perpetuate
this valuable surrounding resource. If any of these lands become available for acquisition, they
should be evaluated to determine if they are appropriate for addition to the park.
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Discussions and commments in this plan regarding surrounding land use and potential land
additions to the park are intended for long-range planning purposes only and are not a
commitment for acquisition.

Military aircraft flying over the park as they approach or leave Vandenberg Air Force Base create
noise and visual impacts that are of concern to the department. The department is also concerned
about the impacts of missile Jaunches at Vandenberg Air Force Base. The missile launches may
cause noise, vibration, and air pollution impacts to the park. Traffic on Purisima Road also
creates noise and visual impacts in the park, which are of concem. -

Resource Management Directives

Broad resource management policies concemning state historic parks are stated in the Public
Resources Code, the California Code of Regulations, and the department's Resource -
Management Directives. The following directives are intended to be consistent with the
provisions of law, policies, and directives, but they are more detailed and specific in their
application to La Purisima Mission State Historic Park:

Natural Resources  _ ' L S
Los Berros Creek Management

The grade at Los Berros Creek is artificially regulated due to the presence of several grade
structures, along the stream ¢hanne] through the park. They were constructed in the 1930s by
the Civilian Conservation Corps under the direction of the U.S. Soil Conservation Service.
These dams prevent the stream from functioning as a natural stream. The creek appears to be
over-straightened. The base control structures disrupt channel stability by over-steepening
downstream gradient, under-steepening up-stream gradient (velocity manipulation), retaining
sediments in the active channel, and increasing the width/depth ratio. Local scour, erosion, and
aggradation are evident. : -

Directive: The character of Los Berros Creek shall be restored to a more natural system to
the extent feasible, consistent with the constraints of protecting park facilities, maintaining
the historic values, and meeting the interests of downstream landowners. A creek
management plan shall be prepared and implemented thar restores the creek's proper
hydraulic geometry, meander amplitude, and sinuosity, according to hydrologic principles.

Geologic Hazards - Earthquakes

La Purisima Mission State Historic Park's proximity to major and minor faults makes it
susceptible to ground shaking from earthquakes. Earthquake shaking in the park has the
potential to damage the reconstructed mission buildings. Although the reconstructed buildings
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were designed to resist seismic shaking, the technology associated with designing and
constructing buildings in seismically active areas has changed since the reconstruction was
completed.

Directive: Specific seismic design evaluations should be formulated for the buildings in the
park. These evaluations would consist of:

1. Site-specific determination of ground acceleration based on analysis of soil types and
groundwater depth;

2. Evaluation of structural integrity of the buildings;

3. Formulation and implementation of mitigation measures as needed to protect public
safety while maintaining the historic appearance of the structures.

Soil Erosion

The sand slopes in the park are highly subject to erosion.

Directive: Efforts shall be undertaken to maintain native vegetative cover over the highly
erodible soils in the park. Construction of trails through the high erosion areas should be
avoided. If construction must occur in these areas, erosion conirol measures should be
implemented. Existing trails where ongoing erosion is occurring should be relocated or
redesigned to avoid the problem areas. All hiking, jogging, bicycling, and horseback riding
should be restricted to designated trails. Horses and bicycles should be prohibited on steep,
highly erodible trail segmenis.

Riparian Zone Management

The riparian zones in the park support emergent aquatic herbs and woody shrubs and trees that
provide valuable wildlife habitat. Much of the riparian and wetland habitat in California has
been lost or degraded owing to urbanization and agricultural development. The woody riparian
vegetation along Los Berros Creek in the park has been restricted to a narrow band to maximize
the area available for agricultural use.

Directive: The woody riparian zone along Los Berros Creek in the park shall be increased
fo expand the existing riparian habitat in the park. A riparian corridor approximately 100
feet wide shall be established along the creek. Manipulation of the riparian vegetation near
the mission buildings may be necessary to maintain and/or restore the historic setting.

Restoration of the Ecological Role of Fire

Prior to 1900, fires that burned regularly throughout Burton Mesa were essential to developing
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and perpetuating native plant communities. Fires were started by lightning and by the intentional
or accidental activities of Native Americans. Wildfires began to be effectively suppressed in the
early 1920s, and since that time, fires have only infrequently burned through the park. Fires that
occur after decades of fire suppression burn with great intensity due to the abnormal
accumulations of fuel.

Directive: Fire is an important natural process which shall be restored fo the plamt
communities of La Purisima Mission State Historic Park through implementation of a
prescribed burning program. A unit-wide prescribed burn management plan shall be
developed to set priorities, constraints, and goals for the burning program.

Exotic Plant Species

Many exotic plant species have become naturalized in the park. Of particular concern are several
species of pine trees that are threatening to displace the native chaparral plant communities and
change the character of the landscape as it existed during the historic mission period.
Perpetuation of native plant communities depends on control and removal of exotic plants.

Directive: The department shall control exotic DPlants that have become established in the
unit. The highest priority for control efforis shall be given to those exotics that are the most
invasive and conspicuous in the landscape, and those species that compete with native
species. This policy shall not apply to exotic species perpetuated fo maintain the historic
landscape in the primary historic zone. :

Burton Mesa Chaparral Preservation

Burton Mesa chaparral is a unique association of native plant communities that reaches the
southern extent of its range in the park. Outside the park, this vegetation has been severely
degraded by urban, agricultural, and hydrocarbon development.

Directive: The department shall take appropriate management actions to preserve Burion
Mesa chaparral in the park and to work with local agencies to protect this plant community
outside park boundaries.

Rare or Endangered Plant Species

.There are seven native plant species found in the park which are included on the California
Native Plant Society's Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants; none are state or federally listed,
although two are candidates for federal listing. Rare or endangered plants can be inadvertently
destroyed by development of facilities, maintenance programs, visitor use, or other activities.

Directive: Rare or endangered plants in the park shall be protected and managed for their
perpetuation. Prior fo any potentially deleterious activiry, surveys for rare or endangered
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plants shall be conducted in the affected area.

Wildfire Prevention and Suppression

Wildfire can be a threat to patural resources, facilities, and human life and property. A
prescribed fire management program which simulates the historic natural fires of this region will
reduce the damage from future wildfires but cannot eliminate the threat of destructive wildfires
during periods of fire weather conditions or from human-caused ignitions. For these reasons,
the department requires that a wildfire management plan be developed for every State Park
System unit that experiences wildland fires. The department has therefore prepared a wildfire
management plan for La Purisima Mission State Historic Park.

Because conventional fire control procedures can result in more serious and long-lasting impacts
on park resources than the wildfire itself, development of special standards and procedures
applicable to the park environment is important. Undesirable effects of suppression activities
can be avoided by using a planned program of modified fire suppression, dividing the park into
compartments bordered by existing natural and artificial firebreaks. In the event of a wildfire,
suppression activities are concentrated along the borders of a compartment, thus minimizing
resource damage. The program also identifies resource sensitivities of the park should additional
suppression activities be required. Wildfire contingency planning in this manner will greatly
reduce the likelihood of damage from suppression activities while providing for necessary
protection of park resources and public safety.

Directive: The department shall continue to work with the Senta Barbara County Fire
Department, the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, local fire districts,
and other appropriate agencies to implement and keep current a wildfire management plan
at La Purisima Mission State Historic Park. This plan shall address all aspects of wildfire

- planning, including prevention, presuppression, and suppression. The plan shall identify
modified fire suppression methods designed to preserve sensitive park resources while
protecting human lives and facilities.

Landscaping

The non-native agricultural and landscape plants that were iniroduced to the mission site during
the active mission period are key elements of the historical setting. Exotic plant species used
during the active mission period should be perpetua_ted to help preserve the historic setting.

Directive; Landscaping in the unit should consist of species used during the active mission
period. Exotic species should be perpetuated in gardens and for historical reasons.

Landscaping with exotic plants capable of naturalizing and spreading outside the historic
zones shall be avoided A landscape plan shall be developed to guide management of
landscaped areas. The goal of the plan shall be to restore and maintain the landscape to its
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appearance during the active mission period.

General Wildlife Management

Animals are important commponents of the natural ecosystem, interrelating with and affecting
other elements. Wildlife ina natural setting also adds a great deal of interest and variety to park
visitors' experiences. Protecting and perpetuating natural wildlife populations is a major
management objective at the park.

Directive: The department shall actively strive to restore altered natural wildlife habitats
and reestablish natural ecological processes where possible. The department shall avoid
practices that cause significant imbalances in natural wildlife populations.

Ifit is necessary to regulate animal populations in the park, the methods used shall be based
on sound principles of ecosystem management, shall be consistent with the general policies
of the department, and shall avoid disturbance to other natural values of the park and fo its
visitors. : : ' '

Wildlife Corridors

Wildlife biologists have recently recognized that habitat fragmentation limits the value of areas
set aside for wildlife habitat. Preserving corridors between habitat areas is a possible solution
to this problem. The wildlife habitat in the park is now connected to the native vegetation on the
Purisima Hills to the north by relatively undisturbed native chaparral and riparian woodland.
This corridor could be destroyed if the land north of the park is developed. Agricultural land
isolates the park from the valuable riparian habitat south of the park along the Santa Ynez River.

Directive: The department shall work with local agencies to establish and protect wildlife
corridors connecting the natural areas of the park with existing wildlife habitats in the
Purisima Hills to the north and along the Santa Ynez River to the south.

Cultural Resounrces

Mission Building Reconstruction

Although most of the historic mission buildings at La Purisima Mission were reconstructed, the
neophyte Native American quarters and a warehouse building were not. Reconstructing these
buildings would allow for a more accurate depiction of early mission life and would complete
restoration of this historic setting. - '

- Directive: The department shall endeavor to complete restoration of the historic mission
building complex. The Native American quarters and warehouse buildings are the two
principal structures that have not been reconstructed; there may be others. Prior fo
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reconstruction, a comprehensive historical and archeological investigation shall be
completed to guide the reconstruction plan.

Historic Aqueduct Management

The historic aqueduct system, which still carries water, is a unique feature of La Purisima

Mission State Historic Park. This is the only operational historic aqueduct constructed during

the early California mission period. The aqueduct requires ongoing maintenance and restoration
- work to keep it functioning.

Directive: The department shall continue efforts to maintain, restore, and interpret the
historic aqueduct system.

Preservation of the Mission Viewshed

Of the 21 missions in California, most are in urban areas. La Purisima Mission's setting in a
natural environment enables visitors to see and appreciate the mission in its original historical
context. Preservation of this natural setting is a high priority for the department.

Directive: The department shall strive to preserve the natural setting of La Purisima
Mission in an effort fo enable visitors to step back in time and imagine themselves visiting
it during the active mission period. No new structures shall be constructed in the park that
degrade the viewshed. The department shall work with adjacent landowners and local
officials to avoid degradation of the viewshed outside park boundaries.

Agricultural Zone Management

The relatively flat alluvial areas north of the mission buildings in the park are farmed to maintain
the area as it appeared during the historic mission period. Modern agricultural practices are used
in this area. Agricultural practices have the potential to degrade native plant and wildlife
habitats. These potential impacts have been minimized in the park by not imigating the fields
and by minimizing use of pesticides and fertilizers.

Directive: Maintenance of the historic agricultural appearance of the valley floor north of
the mission buildings shall continue. Sensitive areas, including an approximately
100-foot-wide riparian zone along Los Berros Creek and archeological site SBA-519, shall

" be withdrawn from production and revegetated with appropriate native species. Use of
irrigation water (except as historically accurate), pesticides, and fertilizers i the fields shall
be minimized. '

Furoamerican Resources

The primary existing cultural resources at La Purisima Mission State Historic Park are the
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restored and reconstructed structures, the historic archeological building sites, and associated
structural features such as tanning vats, reservoirs, and the aqueduct. These resources should
reflect the historic era of their use and importance as elements of La Purisima Mission.

Directive: The primary historic period shall reflect the years 1813-1834, which spans
construction and operation of La Purisima Mission at its present sife, up to secularization
of the California missions in 1834.

Directive: The primary historic zone (see Historical Zone, Map 5) consists of the area
encompassing all of the reconstructed buildings and all of the outlying structures and
Seatures, such as the agneduct, reservoirs, lanning vats, Mystery Pillar, warehouse ruins,
Native American barracks ruins, and agricultural Sfelds. The primary historic zone shall be
expanded as necessary to include any historic mission features that may be discovered as
a result of future investigations. o

Civilian Conservation Corps Structures

A significant historic zone > exists outside the primary zone. This zone encompasses the two
Civilian Conservation Corps-constructed residences on the upper mesa.

Directive: Existing striictures in La Purisima Mission State Historic Park that were
constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps shall be preserved and maintained to retfain
their historic appearance. All existing structures on the site of the original corps camp, the
current site of the unit's administrative, maintenance, and residence complex, shall be
maintained in a manner compatible with the corps’ architectural style. New structures in
this area should be designed to replicate the original corps buildings or be constructed in
a similar architectural style. :

Identified historic features, reconstructed buildings, and Civilian Conservation
Corps-constructed buildings will be protected from damage. Whenever underground work
or subsurface disturbance will occur in the historic zones, a department archeologist will
monitor the work.
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Historic Building Maintenance and Restoration

Previous adobe restoration projects have often used modern materials to "stabilize" and "restore”
the historic building fabric. Recent findings, however, indicate that some of these techniques
are actually detrimental to the buildings in question. The following directive is from the State
of Californja Historic Building Code and U. S. Department of the Interior criteria:

Directive: When replacement of historic fabric is essential, it shall be done in-kind
whenever possible, rather than being replaced with more modern materials of a different
kind. When possible, this policy is to be applied to hidden structural elements as well as
surface finishes.” Use of modern materials should be avoided unless clearly necessary for
the safety of occupants of the structure, as guided by application of the California Historic
Building Code and the U. S. Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. Seismic
characteristics of the site shall be considered when applying this policy.

Restoration shall be undertaken after collecting sufficient information to assure accurate
and authentic work. Necessary historical, archeological, and architectural research shall
be accomplished to ensure accuracy and authenticity. A historic structures report shall be
prepared prior to restoring or modifying the historic buildings.

If information is unavailable through primary researck,mdevelo;-ament of reconstructed
buildings shall be approp¥iate to the interpretive period.

Changes or additions to the landscaping in the historic zone shall be based on historic
research of the mission during the primary historic period. Flower or vegetable gardens in
the historic zone shall be historically accurate. Historical research shall be conducted in
the subject areas of hative and exotic plants and livestock associated with the mission, to
assist in implementation of the policies in the Natural Resources section of this Resource
Element. Replacement of native species will be in-kind to retain the scenic views of the
mission.

To ‘enhance the department's goals of historic preservation of La Purisima Mission State
Historic Park, it will be necessary to consider an annual program of restoration,
preservation, and maintenance, with a detailed annual budget. The following items will be
considered as part of a regular program of preservation and restoration:

* Regular care, puinting, maintenance, and replacement (if necessary) of exterior
walls, woodwork, whitewash or paint, window frames, glass, porches, and roofs,
in a fashion ¢onsistent with maintenance of an adobe building of the historic time
period. ' i
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e Regular evaluation, maintenance, upgrading, and, when feasible, concealment of fire
and intrusion alarm systems.

o« Aprogram to regularly inspect for and prepare controls of insect/rodent infestations,
using environmentally safe methods.

o A regular and systematic plan for interior room restoration.
» A regular and systematic plan for exterior building restoration.

Aqueduct System Reservoirs

The original mission-era aqueduct system was supplied with water from three small reservoirs.
The existing reconstructed aqueduct system is supplied by the northernmost of the three original
reservoirs. The other two are overgrown with native vegetation, making them virtually
unrecognizable.

The northernmost reservoir has been dredged to remove accumulated sediment that has allowed
rooted aquatic vegetation to displace the open water of the reservoir. The aquatic vegetation and
the open water provide valuable wildlife habitat. During the active mission period, all three
reservoirs were probably open water systems, with little aquatic vegetation near the dams.

Directive: The three aqueduct system reservoirs shall be managed primarily to provide
water sources for the aqueduct. Approximately 1,000 square feet of open water will be
required in each reservoir to provide an example of how the reservoirs looked during the
historic period and to retain wildlife habitat. Aquatic vegetation and sediment shail be
periodically removed from the reservoirs to maintain the 1,000 square feet of open water.

Archeological Sites

There are seven known archeological sites in La Purisima Mission State Historic Park. Most of
these are related to activities surrounding the occupation and building of La Purisima Mission.
However, a few of these sites could have prehistoric components in them, such as site
CA-SBA-591, CA-SBA-1774, CA-SBA-2270, CA-SBA-590, and CA-SBA-2351. Significant
unknown archeological sites may also exist in the unit.

Directive: The department shall develop and implement an archeological testing program
to properly locate and assess all significant historic and prehistoric occupation sites in the
park. The program shall help define the chronology of occupation and incorporate this data
into the context of Native American habitation in the region.
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Archeological Site CA-SBA-519

Site CA-SBA-519 is the site of the neophyte Native American quarters, one of the major
buildings of the original mission complex that has not been reconstructed. One important goal
of archeological investigations should be to obtain the necessary information to reconstruct the
native quarters. A park service road crosses the site. :

Directive: Site CA-SBA-519, the site of the neophyte Native American quarters, is a
significant component of the mission complex and should be reconstructed. Additional
research is needed to determine the specific strategy. The existing park road should be
rerouted fo avoid Site CA-SBA-519. | :

Archeological Sites CA-SBA-591 and 2351

Archeological sites CA-SBA-591 and 2351 are subject to vandalism, although vandalism occurs
for different reasons at each site. ‘Site 2351 has a high density of lithic (stone) tools, making it
a likely target for illegal artifact collection. Site 591, in a remote area of the park, is not regularly
seen by park staff; therefore, vandalism could occur without detection.

Directive: A regular monitoring program Should be implemented for archeological sites
CA-SBA-591 and 2351. The first goal of the monitoring program should be to evaluate the
extent of previous damage. The second goal should be 1o ascertain what mitigation or
protective measures should be employed to preserve these resources. An appropriate
sampling strategy should be employed to evaluate the significance of these two sites. Site
CA4-SBA-2331 is along the route of a current trail; consideration should be given fo
rerouting the irail, revegetating the site, and/or adding fill to cover the site.

Native American Cemetery

A past archeological project identified the location of the Native American cemetery. The

cemetery boundaries are not marked. Management of this cemetery is a concern of the local
Native American community., o

Directive: The Native American cemetery shall be protected Jrom development or human

disturbance. If deemed appropriate by Native American representatives, an appropriate

marker shall be placed on the cemetery to identify its presence. Native American
representatives shall be consulted on matters related to cemetery management.

Civilian Conservation Corps Pine Grove

During reconstruction of the mission complex, the Civilian Conservation Corps planted a grove
of approximately 300 pine trees in the northwest comer of the park. Although removal of
non-native pines through most of the park is necessary to preserve the native Burton Mesa
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chaparral vegetation type, the original grove is an important product of the CCC work in the
park.

Directive: The Civilian Conservation Corps pine grove at the northwest corner of the park
shall be perpetuated. The department shall remove seedling pine trees outside the grove
boundary on an ongoing basis 1o protect the Burton Mesa chaparral vegetation type.

Recreational Trail Use

The state historic park's trail system provides very popular and pleasant routes for joggers,
walkers, bicyclists, and equestrians. Many nearby residents use the park's trails regularly for
their personal fitness programs. The trails are a valuable community asset, enabling citizens of
the Lompoc area to relax and exercise in a safe, quiet, and attractive setting.

In the primary historic zone, these recreational activities sometimes interfere with the park
visitors' ability to step back in time and experience the mission complex as it appeared during
the primary historic period. Bicyclists and joggers in brightly colored clothing were not part of
the historic setting, and can detract from the historic experience.

Directive: The department shall develop a trail management plan that addresses the
potential conflicts between recreational uses and the step-back-in-time experience.
Consideration shall be given to designating trails for specific types of uses and constructing
new trail segments lo avoid conflicts. In the primary historic zone, activities that
significantly degrade the step-back-in-time experience shall be prohibited.

Allowable Use Intensity

The California Public Resources Code, Section 5019.5, requires that a survey of land carrying
capacity be made prior to preparation of any development plan for any park or recreation area.
Section 5001.96 further requires that attendance be held within established limits. Allowable
use intensity is a refinement of the land carrying capacity concept, and is determined as part of
+the Resource Element of the General Plan in fulfiliment of the code sections listed above.

Allowable use intensity is just one of several factors considered in developing the Land Use
Element of the General Plan. Other factors are classification and purpose, recreation needs,
design considerations, and social carrying capacity, or the desired quality of the recreation
experience.

Determinations of allowable use intensity establish the limits of development and use that an
area can sustain without an unacceptable degree of deterioration in the character and value of the
scenic, natural, and cultural resources. Determinations are based on analysis and integration of
resource management and protection objectives, resource constraints, and resource sensitivities.
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Resource management objectives are defined by the Public Resources Code and other laws, unit
classifications and declarations of purpose, and specific declarations of resource management
policy presented in this Resource Element.

Resource constraints are factors which would make visitor use or facility development unsafe,
econornically impractical, or undesirable. They are determined by evaluating such factors as the
erodibility and compaction potential of soils, geologic bazards, slope stability and relief,
hydrologic conditions, the potential for pollution of surface waters, and flooding.

Sensitivities are conditions, locations, or values of resources that warrant restricted use or
development to protect resources. Sensitivities are evaluated by considering such factors as the
ability of the park's natural and cultural resources to withstand human impact (ecological
sensitivity), not only in the short term, but also over a more extended time span; the fragility and
significance of archeological and historical resources; vegetation characteristics such as
durability, fragility, and regeneration rates; and wildlife considerations such as tolerance to
human activity, population levels, and stability. Sensitivities may also include scenic resources;
rare, threatened, or endangered plants, animals, and habitats; unique or scientifically important
botanic features; and other resources of regional or statewide significance.

The low-intensity zone (see Allowable Use Intensity, Map 6) includes the areas of the park where

native vegetation predominates. These areas support the Burton Mesa chaparral vegetation type. .

The moderate-intensity zone is the portion of the primary historic zone where agriculture is
continuing, the site of the Civilian Conservation Corps pine grove, and the area where the
mission aqueduct system occurs. The high-intensity zone includes the mission building complex
and the maintenance yard/employee residence complex. Despite its high-intensity zone status,
the mission building complex must be managed carefully to preserve the sense of place and the
step-back-in-time experience of this site as it existed during the active mission period. This area
also contains significant historic and prehistoric archeological artifacts and human remains.
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INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT

Objectives

Interpretation aims to enhance public enjoyment and benefit in the State Park System through
increasing understanding of significant natural and cultural resources and encouraging
appreciation of their value. Interpretation is based on the premise that knowledge deepens
visitors' park experiences, providing lasting benefits not only to individuals but to society in
general. The Interpretive Element for La Purisima Mission State Historic Park works toward this
goal by identifying park themes and the facilities and programs appropriate for their presentation.

Interpretive Considerations

Environmental Influences

Positive Influences

La Purisima Mission enjoys a natural environment that makes it easy for visitors to imagine that
they have been transported to a bygone era. Though Lompoc and Vandenberg Air Force Base
are only a few miles distant, the natural environs of the park, particularly when viewed from a
central location in the historic center itself, betray few signs of the contemporary world.

The extent of the restoration effort at La Purisima Mission provides another crucial positive
influence for interpretation. Unlike many other historic sites where a few samples of buildings
or other architectural features must carry the burden of providing the historic reality, La Purisima
Mission appears as though it were substantially complete. Visitors are immersed in the past by
the number of buildings and the extent of material culture available for discovery.

The mood of walking through history is heightened by the grace and beauty of the setting which
infuses every corner of the park, from the tree-shaded gardens and picnic areas to the quiet and
inviting trails that lead visitors to the more distant park features, such as the Blacksmith Shop.

La Purisima Mission is not immediately adjacent to a large metropolitan population; highways
provide good access to the park.
Negative Influences

Aircraft from nearby Vandenberg Air Force Base fly above or in the vicinity of the park, creating
a strong noise intrusion. Noise intrusions from Purisima Road have increased with traffic
growth.

The parking lot is inadequate for such special events as Mission Life Days or private wedding
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celebrations, forcing visitors to park on the grassy area south of the paved lot.

Currently, a few minor intrusions visible in the park mar an otherwise near-perfect illusion of
an authentically reconstructed past. The riparian growth along Los Berros Creek in the central
historic area creates an unhistorical impression that the Infirmary Buildings are in a separate area.
In some of the museum roomis, modern light switches mounted on the walls are clearly visible.
In several places, modern water spigots or drinking fountains are seen. The picnic area near the
Dormitory Building is an incongruous intrusion in the historic zone.

Potential visual intrusions of 2 more serious nature would result from future residential
development along the unit's northern and southern boundaries. Already, a large metal barn built
to the south of the park is visible from the mission. Because of the poor consolidation of soils,
trail construction poses erosion problems that could restrict interpretation.

Visitors: Their Needs and Expectations

The visitor survey clearly indicated that visitors come to La Purisima Mission primarily to see
the reconstructed mission, its many house museurs, and the attractively restored central mission
grounds. Other attractions at the mission include its natural, pastoral setting, with its absence
" of signs of development. Visitors can picnic, take leisurely walks along the loop trail around the
canyon, ride horseback along this trail and others on the west side of the park, take nature waiks,
and enjoy birdwatching. Increasingly, the fountain area and the mission grounds, but not the
interiors of the buildings, are rented for private wedding parties. '

Existing Interpretive Facilities and Media

Facilities

Buildings and House Museums

The most important facilities consist of a nimber of reconstructed mission-era buildings and
their associated house museums. These include two Infirmary Buildings, largely devoted to
adaptive uses such as park and docent offices, a visitor center, restrooms, and a gift shop. A
portion of one of the buildings is devoted to a house museum depicting the historic mission
Infirmary. A reconstructed dormitory with a small courtyard is located beside the creek, at the
edge of the mission garden. - -

A path leads visitors from the dormitory area to the cemetery and Bell Tower, next to the mission
Church. The Church itself is outfitted as a house museum, as are associated rooms in the
building. Father Mariano Payeras is buried near the altar, in a place of honor. The Shops and
Quarters Building to the north of the Church contains a number of house museum spaces
showing rooms or apartments and workshops.
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The massive Residence (Monastery) Building is the largest building at the mission. It contains
a number of house museum spaces depicting various aspects of daily mission life, including
living and working quarters of the padres, their chapel, a trade store (fiendd), and a leather shop.
This building is the crowning achievement of the Civilian Conservation Corps restoration and
reconstruction effort. ‘

Among the remaining major buildings are the Pottery Shop, Grist Mill, and Kitchen, to the west
of the Residence Building. A footpath leads visitors northward from the Residence Building to
the recently reconstructed adobe Blacksmith Shop, outfitted as a house museum. Across the
cultivated field is the Filter House/Springhouse.

Modern Exhibit Areas

The reconstructed buildings house some modern exhibit spaces. One room off the Residence
Building Chapel, now identified as a school room for neophytes, has been adapted to modern
museum exhibit space. It includes interpretations of Father Payeras and displays of original
mission materials. On one side of the room are tables covered with hands-on materials.

Also in the Residence Building are rooms containing the mission archives. These rooms are
closed to the general public, but the records are made available for researchers and constitute a
potential interpretive facility. Next to the padre's bedroom in the same building is an unfinished
and unfurnished space whose walls have been left bare to reveal construction details of the
original building and the 1930s reconstruction.

One of the Infirmary Buildings contains the visitor center's two modern exhibit rooms. The
exhibits include information and display materials relating to the precontact Chumash, the
mission founding, tools, and hardware and implements used in making or running of the mission.
A large diorama portrays a very early mission scene. The smaller of the two exhibit rooms
features a bird's-eye-view diorama of La Purisima Mission in 1825 and panels interpreting the
Civilian Conservation Corps' role at the park.

Outdoor Facilities

Animal pens take up large areas of meadow. Animals, including sheep and cattle of mission-era
breeds, graze or feed in visitors' sight. A stone-lined irrigation canal runs up Los Betros Canyon,
on the east side of the agricultural fields. Associated with the Filter House/Springhouse, cisterns,
and ponds that made up the historic system, this irrigation canal is a unique and valuable
interpretive resource.

The adobe-walled cemetery adjacent to the Church is the resting place of hundreds of Native
Americans and some Spanish, including those killed in the 1824 uprising. The mission-era
graves are unmarked, but a memorial notes the burials that took place here.
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Behind the cemetery and Church is a tallow rendering facility consisting of protected ruins of the
historic famhty and a reconstructed area. A representation of a mission garden, featuring the
central fountain and two "lavanderias" or laundry areas, provides samples of plants used by the
Chumash or introduced by the Spanish to California. Thus, the area mterprets flora typical of
the mission period.

The park also contains other facilities, including a path representing historic El Camino Real, a
Iarge Cross mounted on a hill overlooking the park, and a so-called Mystery Pillar that possibly
served some function with respect to the irrigation system.

Media and Programs

Tours

The primary means by which visitors experience the mission is through tours of the grounds and
buildings. Most tours are self-guided, though under certain circumstances, the docent association
provides guided tours led by costumed interpreters who role-play various characters and
occupations of the mission. Additionally, costumed docents can be stationed at various places
on the grounds or in workshops, to provide live interpretation for passing visitors.

Self-Guided Tours. A self-guided walking tour brochure is available at nominal cost at the
contact sfation. It contams brief descnpt10ns of the park’s cultural features, keyed to a map of
the mission.

With the printed guide, the interpretive markers identifying locations along the paths, and the -
occasional interpretive signs in many of the interior spaces, visitors are able to learn much about
the mission on their own. Many of the museum rooms are open to the public, as are such outside
features as the cemetery and the tallow rendering facilities.

A half-hour walk along the loop trail takes visitors past the main buildings at the mission's
center. From the Grist Mill, a trail takes visitors farther up Los Berros Canyon. Orchards,
planted fields, and the water supply and irrigation system built by the Spanish represent the
mission days. The trail passes the Blacksmith Shop, the Filter House/Springhouse, the site of
the Native American barracks, the mission garden, the grazing livestock, the girls' dormitory, and
the Mystery Pillar. The loop walk brings visitors back to the vicinity of the Infirmaries, where
.they entered the park. -

At times, visitors on self-guided tours of La Purisima Mission come across costumed docents
who walk the grounds and offer additional information, or who may be engaged in such activities
as carpentry, weaving, or tending the garden.

A limited number of cassette players and a taped tour for self-guided tours are available to
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visitors. Operating similarly to a Byword system, the tape provides specific information at
identified sites along the tour route. Markers are now being refurbished and improved, additional
machines have been purchased, and additional tapes are in preparation for German-, Spanish-,
French-, and Japanese-speaking visitors.

Reserved Guided Tours. Docents lead tours of the grounds for groups of ten or more that have
made advance reservations. Senior citizen and organized school groups often make such
prearrangements. Regular fees are charged for prearranged tours, except that school groups with
sufficient advance reservations are admitted without charge.

Candlelight Tours. This annual fall event, which is the only fund-raising tour activity of the
docent association, has strong interpretive aspects. Arriving at dusk, visitors experience the
sense of being transported back to the mission as it was in the 1820s. Ten candlelight tours are
given, during which the guests observe costumed docents acting out roles of mission residents
in living history demonstrations. Visitors are served a light meal in the sala following the tour.

Living History Programs

"Mission Life Days." About 40 to 60 park docents and staff put on a regularly scheduled living
history program known as "Mission Life Days." This carefully planned event takes place once
monthly, from April through August, and features demonstrations for visitors of such typical
rmission activities as candle making, bread and tortilla making, candle dipping, soap making,
spinning, weaving, carpeniry, and pottery making. Living history participants wear costumes
appropriate to the 1820s period chosen for the program.

"Purisima's People” Days. From March through October, docents provide a monthly
opportunity for visitors to meet and talk with various costumed interpreters. The interpreters,
role-playing mission inhabitants at set stations in the core area, interact with visitors to give
them a sense of having been transported into the past, to the 1820s.

Fiesta Celebration

About the middle of May each year, a fiesta is held at La Purisima Mission. First begun during
the Civilian Conservation Corps days, the fiesta has evolved into a community event attended
by up to 6,000 people, mainly local residents. The event is supervised by the La Purisima
Mission Association, a group distinct from the interpretive association. The fiesta includes a
Mass held in the Church followed by entertainment and living history demonstrations of
mission-era crafts. The event is largely recreational rather than interpretive, though steps have
been taken in recent years to make the activities more accurate to the park's history.

Founding Celebration

Each December, a special free-admission event commemorates the anniversary of La Purisima
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Mission's founding in 1787. This celebration, carried on with drama and ceremony, includes a
twilight walk to the Church, lit by hundreds of candles along the path. The Church, also lit by
candles, and the sala are decorated for the occasion with pine boughs, teasels (seed pods), and
grapevines. To prevent ovércrowding, attendance is restricted by use of tickets, but admittance
is without charge. A musical program, varying from year to year, is presented inside the Church,
and afterward refreshments are served in the sala.

Outreach Program

The docent association supports an outreach program in which visits are made to school
classrooms, the physically disabled, and older people who may not be able to visit the park. The
outreach programs include slide presentations of La Purisima Mission and artifacts which are
taken along in the presentation kit. : :

Prelado de los Tesoros Brochure

The cooperating association {Prelado do los Tesoros) distributes a high-quality fold-out brochure.
The brochure contains much information, densely packed in small type, on both the history of
the mission and the interpretive association itself. With pictures and text, the brochure explains
the special events of the park. It also includes an area map identical to that of the self-guided tour
brochure. T - '
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Interpretive Periods

The interpretive period for La Purisima Mission extends from the founding of the first California
mission at San Diego in 1769 to the restoration of the present mission site, which continues to
date. The overall interpretive period shall encompass the area's precorntact Native American
culture. Within this general period, the prime interpretive period shall be the years 1820 to 1824,
when the mission reached a mature stage of development.

Natural history interpretation encompasses all time periods from the geologic past to the present.

Interpretive Themes

The following themes and subthemes are proposed for La Purisima Mission State Historic Park.
Following this listing, the themes and subthemes are explained in the Expanded Themes section
in greater detail.

Unifying Interpretive Theme: An Instrument of Empire

Primary Theme A: The Chumash - Good Lives in a Goed Land

» Food, Clothing, Shelter

« Technologies

» Social Organization
 Spiritual Life and Cosmology

Primary Theme B: La Purisima Mission - An Instrament of Empire

The Spanish Mission System
Founding of La Purisima Mission

In the Service of the Faith

Crops and Livestock

The Factory of La Purisima Mission
Secularization Closes the Misston Era

Primary Theme C: Constructing the Mission

« The Processes of Construction

» Mission Architecture

+ Harnessing the Most Precious Resource: Water
« Earthquake and Rebuilding
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Primary Theme D: The Metamorphosis of the Purisimeno People

 Cultural Conversion

« Inadvertent Losses

» The Revolt of 1824

» Secularization; the Final Stage

Primary Theme E; La Purisima Mission's Natural World

« Earthquake Country

» Burton Mesa: A Special Sanctuary
» Life that Loves the Water

» Birds in Abundance

Secondary Theme: La Purisima Mission Reborn

»  Decaying Relics of a Lost Pastoral Age

* A Model Restoration

« Completing the Restoration

»  Restoring La Parisima Mission's Nataral World

Expanded Themes

Unifvip iferpretiv eme: nstrument of Empire

It is difficult for visitors to envision the historic context of California's 21 missions. Following
secularization, most were stripped and allowed to decay. These few melting adobe ruins were
in time identified with the term "mission,”" but the ruins were only bare fragments of what the
missions had been. Even La Purisima Mission, which has been extensively restored, cannot
adequately make its original purposes and functions evident to visitors. To understand what
missions really were, visitors need to comprehend the world which created such institutions.

Explaining this world is the purpose of cultural interpretation at the mission.

Beginning in 1769, the missions spearheaded and sustained Spanish colonial efforts in California
to "overcomé the limitations of waning Spanish power. First, the Spanish government
compensated for the lack of Spanish occupants by using Native Americans to create a colonizing
population. Second, the missions became the ecoriomic basis for colonization by mobilizing the
"labor of Native Americans to produce wealth in crops, livestock, and manufactures.

The success or failure of Spanish efforts hinged on the Native American people drawn into the
mission system. The Franciscan padres sought to create good Christians, while civil authorities
hoped to produce a reliable colonial population. For both purposes, the natives had to be
recriented away from their indigenous culture and drawn into the Spanish cultural, political, and
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economic world. This was the padres' daunting task.

Eventually, the colonization and conversion plans went awry. The Spanish political authorities
had reached beyond their grasp in extending the empire to California, placing insupportable
burdens on the missions for success of the colonization efforts. Added to this burden were
problems of managing the mission population. Mortality and resistance among Native
Americans led to the mission system's decline, as well as the decline of the empire.

Secularization certified and hastened the decay of the missions. Planned as temporary
instruments for developing colonial society, the missions were frozen in their evolution by the
general weakness of the Spanish presence in California. They never grew into productive towns
of energetic colonials. As centers of conversion and citizenship, the missions became like
plantations in the American South: schools from which the students never graduated. When
secularization came, Native Americans were liberated, but they were also abandoned into even
greater despair.

But even through secularization, the missions—or rather the resources they had
harnessed—remained instruments of empire aiding the economic growth of California. This
privatization of wealth opened the possibility of an expanding economy based on individual
enterprise, a goal the ambitious Californios had been inspired to attain by the compelling
example of the American republic far to the east.

Through the remaining years of the nineteenth. century, the destroyed mission institution became
a powerful, romanticized symbol to Americans living in the industrial age. The more the
surviving adobe structures crumbled and melted, the more they came to embody the virtues of
a lost, mythical, pastoral age. What had at first been mstruments of empire became a romantic
heritage whose preservation soothed a deep sense of loss.

.All around the state, the urge to preserve and restore the missions ultimately saved their remnants

from complete disappearance. Restoration of La Purisima Mission, beginning in the 1930s under
the Civilian Conservation Corps and continuing to this day, stands as the finest achievement of
this movement. The La Purisima restoration effort is unique in that it moved far beyond
enshrining a romantic symbol to recreating a sense of the historical reality. At La Purisima
Mission, enough has been retained or reconstructed to convey a sense of the mission as a
functioning institution at the time it served as one of the instruments of the Spanish empire.

The intent of this unifying interpretive theme is to enable the mission's visitors to appreciate in
general the historic role of the mission system established by the Spanish, and to understand in
particular the story of La Purisima Mission.
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Primary Theme A: € Chumash - d Lives in a Good Land

The Purisimeno Chumash, in whose territory La Purisima Mission was established, had
developed a way of life that enabled them to live with great success over many centuriés before
they were absorbed into the mission system. This way of life, which was in sharp contrast to that
practiced in the mission, included social strategies and technologies for providing food, clothing,
shelter, trade, and a spiritual life to the Native Americans.

This theme focuses on the life ways of the Chumash before the arrival of Euro-American
influences. o , o

Subthemes

Food, Clothing, Shelter. Before the arrival of the Spanish, the Chumash successfully used their
resources for food, clothing, and shelter. This subtheme aims to show how indigenous Chumash
culture provided for basic material human needs.

Technologies. The Chumash were skilled at manufacturing and using tools and implements
based on technologies unrelated.to those of the Spanish. This subtheme highlights the
mechanical and manufacturing skills developed by and among the Chumash.

Social Organization. The Chumash devised and lived under a social order that met their needs
for leadership, order, and cooperation, This subtheme aims to note the ways in which the social
structure of the Chumash enabled them to meet their basic needs.

Spiritual Life and Cosmology. The Chumash evolved a religion based on the reality of
spiritual power in daily human life. This subtheme highlights the spiritual life and cosmology
of the Chumash.

Primary Theme B: La Purisima Mission - An Instrument of Empire

La Purisima Mission, along with other missions established in California, was a vital frontier
instrument of Spanish settlement. This responsibility included producing economic wealth to
sustain the Spanish presence-and incorporating the Native American population into the Spanish
political and economic colonial world.

. This theme emphasizes the crucial role played by La Purisima Mission and the other Spanish
missions in forwarding the Euro-American colonization of California.
Subthemes

The Spanish Mission System. The Spanish missions in America were outgrowths of the
Christian re-conquest of Spain from the Muslims. Transferred to the New World, and eventually
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to California, missions were key to controlling the Native American population and securing
permanent Spanish settlement. This subtheme explains the historical development and context
of the Spanish missjons in California.

Founding of La Purisima Mission. La Purisima Mission was established as a link in a chain
of missions designed in part to help control the Native American population and secure the
permanence of Spanish settlement. This subtheme interprets the founding of La Purisima
Mission in the context of the larger mission system and colonial policy of which it was a part.

In the Service of the Faith. La Purisima Mission's success depended on the abilities and
dedication of a corps of Fransican padres whose best qualities were epitomized in Father
Mariano Payeras.

Crops and Livestock. The mission was a major producer of wealth in the form of crops and
livestock, which provided vital sources of prosperity for the California colony.

The Factory of La Purisima Mission. Though difficult to envision today because of the
mission's apparent pastoral setting, La Purisima Mission was a busy factory that supplied goods
supporting many facets of Spanish life in the colony. This subtheme aims to clarify for visitors
the relative importance of the mission’s manufacturing activities in the Spanish colonial
economy.

Secularization Closes the Mission Era. The missions of California were disbanded by the
process of secularization, which, in bringing their original colonial purposes to a close, signalled
the triumph of a new era of individualism.

The aim of this subtheme is to note the key events associated with the decline and disappearance
of La Purisima as a mission.

rima heme C: Constructing the Mission

Missions such as La Purisima were frontier institutions, but the level of construction reveals a
great concern for beauty, form, and functionality, and attests to the spiritual motivation that was
a transcendent element of the mission's purposes. Using the materials close at hand, and drawing
on the accumulated skills of centuries, La Purisima Mission rose under the supervision of its
padres and the skill of its Native Americans to a notable level of architectural and esthetic
excellence.

The purpose of this theme is to reveal the high level of dedication and achievement embodied
in the construction and appearance of La Purisima Mission structures, facilities, and furnishings.
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Subthemes

The Processes of Construction. Using the patural materials at hand, and constrained by
inadequate financing, the padres and the Native Americans of La Purisima Mission created the
physical plant of a complex and fully functioning frontier institution. This subtheme aims to
reveal the chalienges confronting the builders of La Purisima Mission and show the construction
techniques that overcame those challenges.

Mission Architecture - An Unexpected Excellence. Simplicity and unpretentious grace were
the hallmarks of the California missions. Their design was dictated by the functional needs of
the missions and the talents of their builders, as well as by the limited construction materials and
meager financial resources available. La Purisima Mission inherited and forwarded this
influential and enduring architectural legacy. This subtheme encourages appreciation for the
accomplishments of mission architecture and design.

Harnessing the Most Precious Resource: Water. In its extant complex of ponds, storage
tanks, aqueducts, and lavanderias, La Purisima Mission retains a unigue and vital water system
that shows the care and planning required to support a mission's survival in a dry land. This

subtheme focuses visitors' attention on how the mission met the challenge of providing an

adequate water supply.

Earthquake and Rebuilding. In 1812, an earthquake destroyed Mission Vieja and led to
relocation and reconstruction of the mission at its second and final site in Los Berros Canyon.
This subtheme explains the existence of two La Purisima Mission sites and the purpose of the
buttress on the Residence Building.

Primary Theme D: The Met: osis of the Purisime eople

La Purisima Mission existed to convert the native Chumash people from what they were when
the Spanish arrived to what the Spanish wished and needed them to be: Christianized, productive
members of Spanish California's society. This goal demanded a total conversion of the Native
Americans, not only in their religious faith but in the totality of their culture. In attempting this
conversion, out of a sincere but ethnocentric belief in its material benefits and moral rectitude,

the Spanish at La Purisima Mission uanttmgly brought destructmn to the Nai:we Americans and
their culture. -

" This theme describes the range of experiences of the mission's native population and assesses
the effects of those experiences on Native Americati society and culture.

Subthemes

Cultural Conversion. Chumash neophytes at this mission were exposed to the Catholic faith
and European culture, under the watchful supervision of the padres. This subtheme notes the
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methods employed at the mission to convert the Chumash to Christianity and to replace their
indigenous culture with that of the Spanish.

Inadvertent Losses. Over the years, Native American people absorbed into the mission system
at La Purisima were profoundly affected by fundamental changes in their way of life and living
conditions and by exposure to European diseases. This subtheme presents a picture of the great
difficulties and tensions experienced by the Chumash during the mission period, including the
disintegration of their indigenous culture and the impact of living conditions and disease.

The Revolt of 1824. In 1824, the Native Americans at the missions along the Santa Barbara
Channel revolted against Spanish authority, bringing a long-brewing crisis to a violent climax.
The aim of this subtheme is to detail the origins, events, and outcome of the 1824 Native
American revolt at La Purisima Mission.

Secularization: The Final Stage. With the long-discussed but suddenly imposed secularization
of 1834, the ill-prepared natives at La Purisima Mission became the victims of poverty and
exploitation in a land that only decades earlier had sustained their way of life for centuries
before. The aim of this subtheme is to explain the tragic effects of secularization and later
exploitation on the natives of La Purisima Mission and the other missions in California.

Primary Theme E: La Purisima Mission's Natural World

La Purisima Mission State Historic Park preserves a significant portion of the mission's historic
natural environment, including native plants and animals in the Burton Mesa and canyon
portions of the park. Plants that the Chumash and Spanish used for food, fiber, and implements
are still found in the park.

This theme helps visitors become aware of the variety of La Purisima Mission's geologic, plant,
and animal resources.

Subthemes

Earthquake Country. The emerging understanding of plate tectonics explains why earthquakes
have played such a formative role in the history of La Purisima Mission and the shaping of its
landscape. This subtheme aims to connect the area's social and natural history through an
examination of plate movements and the consequent earthquakes.

The Burton Mesa: A Special Sanctuary. Burton Mesa, with its Orcutt sand formation and
associated animal and plant resources, represents a natural feature that is becoming increasingly
rare in fast-developing California. This subtheme introduces visitors to the story of the Burton
Mesa formation and its Orcutt sand cover, along with its rich mix of plants and animals.
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Life that Loves the Water. Just as the availability of water attracted people to this land, so did
it create a good home for many special water-loving plants and animals. The aim of this
subtheme is to focus on the plants and animals that thrive in La Purisima Mission's moister areas,
including the marsh and the Los Berros Creek areas.

Birds in Abundance. The variety of the park's environments attracts many species of birds,
which can be observed and enjoyed by visitors all through the year. The purpose of this
subtheme is to encourage visitors to become familiar with birding opportunities at La Purisima
Mission. - o

Secondary Theme; La Purisima Mission Reborn

In the last half of the nineteenth century, Californians interested in preserving the evidence of
earlier times brought public attention to the ruins of the Spanish and Mexican missions. This
growing public sentiment for saving what remained of the missions after decades of disuse
culminated in the extensive restoration and reconstruction program undertaken by the Civilian
Conservation Corps in the 1930s. Today, as a result of that project and subsequent efforts, La
Purisima Mission stands as the most complete restoration of ail the California missions.

This secondary theme acquaints visitors with the aims and achievements of the CCC and the
subsequent research and reconstruction efforts at the park, including contemporary restoration
and protection of the natural environment.

Subthemes

Decaying Relics of a Lost Pastoral Age. Artists, photographers, writers, and journalists
recorded in pictures and words the decline and decay of La Purisima Mission's buildings in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This subtheme shows the dilapidated state of La
Purisima Mission after its abandonment and describes the growing sentiment for preserving the
ruins of the California missions.

A Model Restoration. After an abortive effort in the early years of the century, La Purisima
Mission underwent a painstakingly accurate and extensive restoration and reconstruction under

the aegis of the Civilian ConServation Corps in the 1930s and 1940s. This subtheme encourages’

appreciation of the restoration and reconstruction work that has produced the existing facilities
of La Purisima Mission State Historic Park. -

Completing the Restoration. Researching and restoring La Purisima Mission to the fullest
extent possible remains an active goal of the Department of Parks and Recreation. This
subtheme highlights the continuing opportunities for mission-era restoration and reconstruction
work at the park. : - -
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Restoring La Purisima Mission's Natural World. An important management policy for La
Purisima Mission will be restoration of its historic (early mission period) natural environment,
including removal of targeted exotic plant growth, and appropriate restoration/protection of
riparian and other sensitive environments. This subtheme helps visitors understand and support
these department programs aimed at restoring and maintaining the natural environment at La
Purisima Mission.

Proposed Interpretation
Facilities and Media

Visitor Center

The present visitor center is inadequate for its intended purpose and prevents use of valuable
historic Infirmary space for more appropriate house museum purposes. Many of its exhibits fail
to meet contemporary professional standards, it is physically separated from the sales counter,
and it cannot provide space for additional activities and exhibits.

Interpretation at the park would greatly benefit from a new and adequately sized visitor center.
This facitity should serve as the entryway to the park, a place where visitors can begin the mental
and emotional transition from the modern world to the historic re-creation they are about to
experience. Therefore, the location of the visitor center should provide visitors with a memorable
and visually uncompromised view of the core mission area as they leave the building to tour the
historic mission itself. '

Such a facility would be suitable for a modern exhibit area, a theater, artifact storage, archives
and a library, hands-on interpretation space, an interpretive demonstrations area, changing
exhibits, a sales counter, staff and docent offices, materials and costume storage, and workshops.

Modern Exhibit Area. All formal exhibits now located in the Residence Building and the
present visitor center should be moved to the new visitor center. The exhibits should be
evaluated with respect to their relevance to park themes and should be rehabilitated or replaced
as necessary.

The visitor center can house modem exhibits dealing with all themes. Natural themes, now
given little prominence, should be included to motivate visitors to explore the park beyond the
core mission area. Exhibits related to the native plants and animals (including birds) and the
natural features of the La Purisima Mission landscape (such as Burton Mesa) are among those
that are suitable.
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Theater. A theater space, with seating adequate for school groups, should be included in the
visitor center. This area can be used not only for the proposed audiovisual presentation, but for

- special presentations such as slide shows and lectures on natural and cultural themes. It can also
serve as a training facility for docents.

Artifact Storage. The artifacts of the site should be moved to a modern, environmentally
controlled storage area, where they can be curated and made available to researchers.

Archives and Library. The archival records should be moved to 2 modern space in the visitor
center, where they can be more conveniently stored, adequately protected, and made available
to researchers in a modest library.

Changing Exhibits. An area in the visitor center should be devoted to temporary exhibits on
cultural or natural themes. These may include display of materials from the archives, Joaned
artifactual materials, showings of paintings, drawings, photographs and other artwork, and
Native American craft items. ' :

Hands-on Table. The hands-on feature currently set up in the neophyte school room off the
chapel should be set up in an enlarged and enhanced version to continue the excellent
opportunity it affords for all visitors to touch historical materials.

Interpretive Demonstrations. A demonstration area would serve small groups of school
children and others. Crafts of the precontact Chumash culture and the mission period may be
demonstrated here when such demonstrations are not available at the historic mission locations.

Sales Counter. The currently well-stocked and active shop and sales counter would be more
appropriate in this modern space than in the historic reconstructions.

Staff and Docent Offices. The visitor center should include necessary office space for park staff
and docent needs. - - '

Materials and Costume Storage. The living history interpretation now maintained by the
docents creates a need for historical costume storage, and for storage of other materials used in
interpretation.

Workshop. The proposed visitor center should include workshop space where costumes and
other interpretive materials may be made and maintained.
Infirmary Building Exhibit Room

When the present non-house museum functions of the two Infirmary Buildings are removed to .
the proposed visitor center, a small section of the smaller of the two buildings should be used
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to explain the subject of disease and mortality at the missions (Primary Theme D). The Native
American cemetery areas in the park can be interpreted here. This formal exhibit will introduce
the male and female Infirmary house museums in these buildings.

Brochures

An expanded series of brochures should be produced to augment live interpretation. This series
should include: (1) a brochure for the self-guided tour of the mission core area; (2) a trail
brochure for the self-guided nature walks through the canyon, Burton Mesa, and the historical
core areas; and (3) a trail brochure for the self-guided historical walks along the trail loop
through the canyon. This last brochure can include specific information about the aqueduct
system.

Audio-Visual Orientation Presentation

Visitors should be offered an audio-visual orientation program that provides a strong overview
of the entire California mission system and places La Purisima Mission in its historic context.
As this mission restoration is arguably the finest in the state, and in view of its use as
headquarters for the missions under Father Payeras, there is justification for using La Purisima
Mission as the site of major overall interpretation for the California missions.

Historic Restoration

The opportunity afforded here for the fullest possible restoration of a mission is unique in the
state. The complete mission restoration, begun under the Civilian Conservation Corps, should
become the long-term goal for the park. To the extent feasible, and where supported by
sufficient information, all known structures not now extant should be rebuilt. The most
important is the Native American Living Quarters complex. The living quarters may be suitable
for house museum use and adaptive use by the proposed environmental living program. The
warehouse should also be restored if the county road is relocated.

Areas in the currently restored buildings that contain medern exhibits, including the Infirmary
visitor center and the Residence Building school room, should be converted in whole or in part
to house museum spaces;, as indicated below.

Restoration should be guided by a flow-of-history approach. All parts of all restored structures
~ need not have actuaily existed at the same time. However, all restorations should add to
re-creation of the mission at or near its height of operations, and any anomalies should be
explained to visitors through written guides for visitor center exhibits.

House Museums

All existing house museum spaces should be systematically evaluated for historic accuracy and
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effectiveness, and appropriate guidelines and documentation should be prepared to ensure their
accuracy and effectiveness into the future. Where existing house museum spaces are found to
be deficient, as when marred by such avoidable anomalies as light switches or inappropriate
furnishings, rehabilitation work should be conducted to correct the problems. Efforts should be
undertaken, consistent with maintenance of historical appearances, to make house museums
accessible to disabled visitors. :

Residence Building, A comprehensive assessmeiit of house museums now in the exterior and
interior spaces of the Residence Building should be conducted to determine historical accuracy
in their furnishings and function. This asséssment includes the toilets.

Visible anomalies such as light switches should be relocated to less infrusive locations. All
installations found to be historically inaccurate should be corrected or removed. The overall goal
for the Residence Building is to provide interpretation through house museum settings in all
areas open to the public, except modem restroom facilities and the room where construction
techniques are demonstrated.

Shops and Quarters Building. As noted for the Residence Building, the exterior and interior
spaces of the Shops and Quarters Building should be comprehensively assessed for historical
accuracy, including the olive mill in the patio, and any necessary changes should be
implemented. . _

Infirmary Buildings. Both Infirmary (hospital) Buildings should be used as house museum
spaces for interpreting health and medical conditions at the mission, one building for males and
the other for females. The devastating effects of disease on the Natjve Americans of the
missions should be fully interpreted, and the Infirmaries are the most appropriate places for such
interpretation. After moving the non-house museum functions currently housed in the two
structures to the proposed visitor center, the buildings should be used for house museums and
for the previously noted formal exhibit space dealing with the issues of mission disease and
mortality.

The house museum portion of the larger Infirmary Building should be evaluated for historical
accuracy, and any deficiencies found should be corrected through exhibit rehabilitation.

Girls' Dormitory. This reconstructed dormitory's house museum should be evaluated for
historic accuracy; problems should be corrected through exhibit rehabilitation.

Church Building. The mission Church house niuseum should be evaluated for historical
accuracy, and any deficiencies should be corrected through exhibit rehabilitation.
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Pottery Shop. The Pottery Shop house museum should be evaluated for historical accuracy, and
any deficiencies found should be corrected through exhibit rehabilitation.

Grist Mill and Kitchen. The house museums at the Grist Mill and Kitchen should be evaluated
for historical accuracy, and any deficiencies should be corrected through exhibit rehabilitation.
There is some archeological evidence that the south wall of this building should be open.

Blacksmith Shop. All house museum spaces of the Blacksmith Shop should be furnished as
appropriate to the interpretive period.

Filter House/Springhouse. The Filter House/Springhouse should be restored to operational
condition as part of reconstruction of the aqueduct system.

Aqueduct System. The water collection and delivery system of the park is unique among the
existing California missions and should be brought as closely as possible to a fully functional
condition.

~ Reconstructed Barracks. The native barracks structures should be reconstructed and a portion
used as house museumn spaces showing the variety of housing setups, as revealed by archeology.
A portion of the complex may be devoted to adaptive uses (see section on the environmental
living program, below).

Granary or Warehouse, The granary/warehouse cannot now be reconstructed ‘because its
foundations are partially beneath the highway running along the southern boundary of the park.
Should circumstances make reconstruction feasible, the building should be reconstructed and
considered for house museum use.

Video Cassette Programs

Apart from production of an orientation presentation, a video cassette program should be
established, aimed at providing a series of cassettes concerned with the cultural and natural
' interpretation of La Purisima Mission. These casseftes can be made available for showing at the .
visitor center and at school sites, or they can be available for sale. They will be useful for
preparing visitors for the guided tours and self-guided tours. Also, they will present information
usually available only on living history days, and they will provide an alternative interpretive
experience for physically limited visitors who might otherwise not have these interpretive
experiences. The following are some ideas that would be suitable for such a cassette production.

Guided Tour of Central Grounds - A videotaping of a complete guided tour through the
mission core area, including the interior museum spaces.
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Historical Tour Outside Core Area - A walking tour of the cultural resources of Los Berros
Canyon. This production would take visitors along the aqueduct trail and return them to the core
area via El Camino Real. The cultural highlights of the canyon, including its agricnltural use and
the mission aqueduct system, would be featured. This cassette would provide mitigation for lack
of disabled access to the trail.

Special Event Days - Highlights from thé regularly scheduled special events such as the
candlelight tours, founding celebration, and fiesta. : '

Revolt of 1824 - Living History Program - The living history program explaining the native
revolt of 1824 at the mission. This cassette will help provide needed interpretation for this
pivotal event. Until a program on the 1824 revolt has been created, a cassette that centers on the
revolt should be made available from other sources and materiais.

Nature Trail Tours - One or more guided nature trail walks showing the natural resources of
the park, especially those outside the historic core area, at various seasons of the year. The
cassette could also focus on the good birdwatching opportunities at La Purisima Mission.

Special Needs Accommodation in Video Cassettes - Efforts should be made to produce
foreign-language voice-over Sound tracks and captioned versions for deaf visitors for any video
presentations available for sale.

Native American Plant Resources Trail

Some interpretation of Native American plant use is now available at La Purisima Mission. This
program should be expanded into a more extensive Native American plant resources trail,
providing examples of the plants used by the Purisimeno Chumash for food, fiber, medicines,
basketry, construction, and other purposes. Unobtrusive signs can provide basic interpretation,
augmented by a trail brochure providing a map and more in-depth information.

Improved Interpretive Signage

All interpretive signage should be reviewed for effectiveness and appropriateness. Faded, worn,
or illegible signage should be replaced or removed as necessary. In general, all modern
interpretive signage should be relegated to modern spaces, such as the visitor center, and should
appear in museum room Settings only where other means of conveying information are judged
less effective. B - - o ' o

Additional Historic Loop Trail

The loop trail around Los Berros Canyon is very valuable for interpretation, but a shorter
alternative should be offered to visitors. This alternative would provide a cutoff that crosses the
agricultural field above the Mystery Pillar. With this trail, three alternative walking tours would
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take people outside the core area and toward Los Berros Canyon: the complete loop touching the
park boundary in the north; the Mystery Pillar cutoff: and the trail from the Blacksmith Shop to
the Filter House/Springhouse.

Historic Agricultural Activity

Present cultivation of the agricultural plains provides some interpretation of historic use of the
area during the mission petiod. This cultivation is accomplished with modern farm machinery,
which requires the land to be worked as a single unit. In mission days, hand agriculture would
have resulted in smaller planting and cultivation units. Applying historical methods to the entire
area is not feasible, but efforts should be made to convert an area of the fields near the mission
core to the historic agricultural appearance. See Interpretive Concessions for more information.

Relocation of Picnic Area

The present picnic area near the girls" dormitory should be removed from the historic district.
Visitor Activities
Established Public Events

Existing programs conducted at the park, including the annual founding day celebration and the
fiesta, should be continued. Even where not strictly interpretive, they provide recreational
opportunities that are compatible with the themes and spirit of La Purisima Mission. Efforts
already under way to introduce interpretive content to such activities, such as have been made
in recent years with respect to the fiesta, deserve continued encouragement and support.

Living History Presentations

The present living history programs provide popular and extremely effective interpretation.
More live interpretation of this type should be introduced as human and financial resources
become available. Future development should attempt to widen visitors' understanding of the
functioning and social dynamics of the mission. This goal might be achieved by including
reenactment of aspects of such historical events as the Native American revolt of 1824, the death
of Mariano Payeras, Mexican independence from Spain, and secularization.

Young People's Interpretation
School Tours and Outreach Program. The present program of guided tours for school groups

and the outreach efforts should be encouraged.

Teacher's Packet and Instructional Materials. A new teacher's packet should be developed
for La Purisima Mission. This packet should contain accurate background information on
California missions and this mission's history, suggested lesson plans for classroom use,
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instructional materials including worksheets for classroom use in trip preparation and follow-up,
and worksheet assignments suitable for use during visits. The teacher’s packet should serve as
orientation material for the environmental living program, discussed below.

Environmental Living Programs. La Purisima Misston provides an excellent setting for
environmental living programs (ELPs). Such programs provide school children with a
memorable, hands-on interpretive experience that allows them to simulate the life of historical
periods. Overnight stays at the park, food preparation, performance of chores typical of mission
inhabitants, and use of appropriate clothing and tools can be included.

At La Purisima Mission, the program cati concentrate on several aspects of social history,
including indigenous Chumash culture, mission life from the perspective of the Spanish and
Mexicans, and from the perspective of the native neophytes. When the Native American
barracks are restored, consideration should be given to using this facility for overnight stays by
children in the program. ' '

It is recognized that establishing and administering an ELP would require a substantial
commitment of time and effort on the part of the park staff.

Carreta Rides on El Camino Real

The feasibility of providing guided tour rides on an ox-drawn carreta in the core mission area

along El Camino Real, and elsewhere, should be studied. This may be appropriate for an
interpretive concession. '

Guided Nature Walks

Natural interpretation should be expanded at the park to take advantage of the large area outside
the core mission area. Special guided walking and equestrian tours may be provided for the
Burton Mesa area and the aqueduct trail around the canyon. These tours might be presented by
live interpreters, cassetie tapes, or brochures. )

Native American Skills Workshop

To provide more interpretation of the Chumash indigenous cuiture, a Native American skills
workshop should be established, through which handicraft skilis of the natives can be tanght to
_docents and other interested participants. A qualified instructor, familiar with these crafts,
should conduct the workshop. Finished materials of acceptable quality produced as a result of
the workshop can be offered for sale through the visitor center sales counter.

Interpretive Associations

Prelado de los Tesoros, the park’s cooperating association, has been a major factor in the success
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of interpretation at the mission. It was organized in 1973 to provide guided tours for visitors.
This service has been expanded to include significant living history presentations and
sponsorship of other public events. The members enthusiastically conduct research into
historical characters and events for living history use. In addition, the docents maintain the
archives and work on a number of small but valuable construction and improvement projects,
including trail work. Prelado de los Tesoros runs a very successful gift shop, which supports the
organization’s programs, including docent training, continuing education, field trips, and a
regularly produced newsletter, the "Noticias."

Interpretive Concessions

The farming concession that now keeps the agricultural flatlands in Los Berros Canyon under
cultivation has interpretive aspects. The fields were historically cultivated during the mission
period, and their continued use provides a superficial illusion that the historic activity is still
being maintained. However, the concessionaire is 2 commercial farmer, using modem farming
techniques. The present farming activities would gain more interpretive value if they more
closely resembled those of the mission era and if the historical method of irrigation could be
employed. The feasibility of adding such an interpretive aspect to the concessionaire's activities
should be studied.

Interpretive Collections

Existing Collections

The collections at La Purisima Mission can generally be divided into three categories: the
furnishings, which are, for the most part, on display in the house museum rooms; the archeology,
some of which is on display but is mostly stored in the archives rooms; and the archives, which
consist of documents and photographs mainly of the restoration.

Furnishings

The house museum and formal exhibits, as they exist today, are the product of furnishing lists
and designs going back to the restoration and stemming mainly from the work of Dr. M. R.
Harrington of the Southwest Museum, who was archeological and artifact consultant to the
project. Other scholars, such as Pearl Chase and Edith Webb, as well as a variety of volunteers,
contributed to the furnishing lists. In later years, the park staff and Interpretive Services have
also added to the furnishings.

Many of the objects used in furnishing the mission are based on measured drawings and
photographs of original objects from eleven missions done by the architect of the project and
others. Furnishings were based on research done for the American Index of Design and for items
manufactured on site by the Civilian Conservation Corps. Several objects have been purchased
in California, the Southwest, and Mexico.
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Over the years, furnishings and other objects have been shifted about and removed as concepts
and fashions about exhibits have changed. Precise furnishing plans to maintain consistency have
also been absent. While the exhibits have retained much of their feeling and flavor over the
years, they have suffered from exposure to dust and the elements,

Archeology

During restoration of the mission by Civilian Conservation Corps workers under the guidance
of National Park Service architects and construction supervisors, a few original objects were
found on site. Others are the result of archeological investigations over the years. Archeological
excavations were done by Harvey Harwood during the restoration in the late 1930s; Norman
Gabel did work in 1951; and James Deetz did the blacksmith shop and other sites in the early
1960s. Much of the material from these investigations is stored in the archives rooms. Some
materials are not at the mission. The location of all archeological material from La Purisima
Mission should be ascertained and the information provided to both the park and the Museum
Collections Section of the Resource Management Division.

There have been more recent excavations, and as the patk is further developed, there will be
more yet. Some of the objects may come to La Purisima for storage and/or exhibit.

Archives

The archives consist mainly of National Park Service and Civilian Conservation Corps
documents and photographs concerned with restoration of the mission. The archives of Dr. M.
R. Harrington, and some minor archives of Edith Webb, Pearl Chase, and others who were
concerned with the furnishing of exhibits, are located in the archive rooms. Some Department
of Parks and Recreation material is also located there.

Future uisition of Collections

Acquisitions of collections shounld be focused and in harmony with the General Plan. In
recognition of the substantial costs of storage and processing, acquisition should concentrate on
immediate rather than fitture needs. No acquisitions shall be made without having facilities
available that are adequate for their protection and preservation. None of the collections for
interpretive use at La Purisima Mission State Historic Park needs to be exhaustive or definitive.

-In general, future acquisitions of collections, other than for "hands-on" use by staff or docents
as defined by the district superintendent, should be tied to specific projects as they arise out of
the developmental process (i.e., as defined by a furnishing plan or exhibit plan) or through the
capital outlay program. - B S '

In 1991, the department began and partially completed a statewide interpretive artifact and
exhibit rehabilitation program at La Purisima Mission SHP. This program, designed to find the
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rehabilitation of older exhibits or artifact displays that are in disrepair or in need of updating, will
provide furnishing plans for the existing house museum roems and refurbish as many of the
rooms as possible.

New Facilities

Serious consideration must be given to providing proper facilities for storage as well as curation
of the collection and archives. These should be removed from storage in the historic structure
as soon as there is adequate, secure new space.

As pew facilities become available, furnishing or exhibit plans should be produced to ensure
their proper development.

llections Mana ent

Interpretive artifacts in La Purisima Mission are subject to the policies and procedures affecting
all collections under the care of the Department of Parks and Recreation. These policies are
outlined in the Department Operations Manual and in the Museum Collections Management
Handbook, provided by the Interpretation Section, Park Services.

With rehabilitation of existing house museum exhibits, many of the exhibits will be designed
toward adaptive use; that is, the artifacts in these rooms will be consumable items available for
*hands-on" use. Consumables are replications, reproductions, modemn equivalents, and artifacts
that fit the conditions of DOM 1340.1, "Use of Objects in 'Hands-On' Interpretation.”

A collections risk management plan shall be developed to enable unit personnel to identify and
correct potential areas of risk for the collections and to provide direction in case of theft, fire,
flood, or earthquake.

Recommendations

Research Needs

More information is needed on the subject of Purisimeno indigenous life ways. Oral histories
of the Civilian Conservation Corps workers in the 1930s and 1940s should be collected as
opportunities to do so arise.

Research on a number of relatively small subjects is needed to clarify certain aspects of the
mission period. These include the Mystery Pillar, the correct location of the olive press now
located in the courtyard of the Shops and Quarters Building, the location of any indigenous
Native American sites at the park, and the historic functions of certain museum rooms, including
the Payeras office.
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Ongoing research is conducted by the docent orgaiﬁzaﬁon in 'preparation of living history
programs and guided tours. The department should aid this effort where possible.

Interpretive Recommendations . o

The following list of interpretive recommendations does not imply an order of priority.

Short-Term Development
Upgrade and rehabilitate interpretive signage, where necessary:.

Conduct research to aid living history and tour presentations.

Compliment existing living history presentations with inclusion of the Nafive American revolt
of 1824, the death of Mariano Payeras, and events surrounding secularization.

Build a Native American plant resources trail.

Produce a'series of video cassette programs.

Construct nature walks, and produce associated interpretive materials.

Produce interpretive brochures.

Investigate the feasibility of carreta rides.

Create a loop trail cutoff above the Mystery Pillar.

Set aside a portion of the agricultural area for mission-era cultivation demonstration.

Remove or mitigate the impact of such anomalies in the historic zone as electric switches and
the like to more closely approximate the historic appearance.

Long-Term Development

Construct a new visitor center.
X Reconstruct the Native American barracks.
Reconstruct the granary/warehouse, when feasible.

Bring the aqueduct system into a condition as fully functioning as is fedsible.

La Purisima Mission General Blan =~ ’ ’ S Jitterpretive Element




Assess the historical accuracy of house museum restorations and make changes required to
improve historical accuracy.

Establish an environmental living program.

Produce an audio-visual orientation presentation.
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CONCESSIONS ELEMENT

Research Needs

The Concessions Element of the General Plan consists of an evaluation of existing and potential
concession activities, an inventory of additional visitor services, and a statement of appropriate
concession policies and guidelines consistent with the unit's classification.

A Concession Element is a required aspect of general planning for all park units. The Public
Resources Code, Section 5080.02 et seq., describes the manner in which concessions can be
operated in the State Park System.

Definition

A concession is defined as authority to permit specific use of state park lands and/or facilities
for a specified period of time. The intent is to provide the public with goods, services, or
facilities which the department cannot provide as conveniently or efficiently, or to permit limited
uses of state park lands for other purposes compatible with the public interest, and consistent
with the Public Resources Code.

Purpose

It is the department's policy 1o enter into concession contracts for provision of services, products,
facilities, programs, and management and/or visitor services which will provide for enhancement
of recreational and educational experiences, in concert with visitor safety and convenience. Such
concessions should not create an added financial burden on the state, and, wherever possible,
shall reduce costs and/or generate revenues to aid in maintaining and expanding the State Park
System.

Compatibility

Concession developments, programs, or services must be compatible with a unit's classification,
and must be in conformance with the Public Resources Code. .

Interpretive Concessions

The department shall consider an interpretive concession opportunity when the facility, service,
product, or program directly relates to an interpretive theme. In such cases, consistent with PRC
Section 5080.02, et seq., the director shall have the option to enter into a contract through an
open bid process or through a sole-source contract, when such contractor can demonstrate unique
knowledge, experience, or ability associated with the interpretive subject. The interpretive
concession contract shall state the interpretive goals and objectives to be achieved by the
concession.
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General Concession Policies

The economic feasibility of a proposed concession shall be determined by the district,
with input from other departmental divisions. Final approval for development and
operation of a proposed concession will be made by the director of the Department of
Parks and Recreation. '

It is the policy of the department to cultivate and encourage small businesses and ethnic
and racial minority-owned/operated businesses as concessionaires in the State Park
System. - T T

Specific concession proposals shall be analyzed on a case-by-case basis, as submitted to
the department. '

It is the department's policy to generally avoid entering into convenience-type concession

agreements for facilities, products, or programs that are adequately provided within a

short distance outside state park unit boundaries, when such travel will not unduly

endanger or inconvenience visitors, or lead to unreasonable consumption of

transportation fuels. .

It is the policy of the department that concessions shall provide facilities, products,
programs, or servic€s at prices competitive with similar businesses outside State Park

Systéem units. = = - '

Concessions in Historic Units

Appropriate concession activities are limited to:

1.

Concessions that are interpretive or historic in nature, and that reflect the established
primary periods; :

Special events sponsored by nonprofit associations to produce revenue for planned
development, programs, and maintenance of the facility; and

Commercial/retail-type concessioiis that consider:

a. planning and development guidelines (including compliance with historical and
interpretive primary periods),

b. land use development plans (inz:luding compliance with strict architectural and
engineering réquirements), @ ' o
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c. public needs (are the services and goods offered by nearby local businesses?),

d. compatibility with state development,

e. economic feasibility (benefits vs. costs to the state), and

f  plans showing: (1) how the proposed development relates to oﬁher development and the total

environment; (2) recreation needs; and (3) conformity with state and local codes, laws,
regulations, and ordinances.
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Concession History and Current Services

Since 1983, a farming concession has operated at La Purisima Mission State Historic Park. This
concession provides a scenic viewshed representative of a historical agrarian setting. The
farming activities include harvesting and baling of oat hay, fertilizing, cultivating, spraying,
inspecting, cutting, raking, and final soil work-up.

The cooperating association Prelado de los Tesoros sells interpretive materials to park visitors
under a cooperating association agreement. This operation is discussed in the Interpretive
Element of this plan.

Concession Recommendations
Interpretive farming activities should continue as a concession fo perpetuate historic use.

Sale of interpretive items and support of the infci_ﬁretive progfm of La Purisima Mission by
nonprofit associations should be continued.

While it is not possible at this time to predict ail potential concession activities for La Purisima
Mission State Historic Park, specific proposals will be studied on a case-by-case basis for
feasibility and appropriateness (i.e., provision of carreta rides, as discussed in the Interpretive
Element). -
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OPERATIONS ELEMENT

Definition and Purpose

The Operations Element defines how the operations staff will carry out its responsibilities to
operate and care for the park, protect the resources, serve park visitors, provide interpretive
opportunities, enforce the law, ensure proper park use, and maintain facilities under statewide
standards for maintenance.

The Operations Element outlines broad operational goals for the unit. It assesses the impact of
the plan's proposed resource management policies and land use and facilities proposals on the
unit's existing operations. It also identifies existing and potential operations problems and
strategies for solution. .

The operations responsibilities are carried out by unit personnel who are organized in the La
Purisima Sector. The sector reports to the district superintendent of the Channel Coast District.
Operating functions are divided into visitor and maintenance services.

Existing Situation
Operations Summary

This unit has been operated as a state park since its dedication in 1937. The park receives
approximately 140,000 visitors annually.

Development consists of 10 reconstructed adobe structures and their supporting facilities; a
museum housed in the buildings; a large garden consisting of native and imported plants; and
80 acres of land farmed to maintain the mission-period agricultural use; and a mile-long stone
aqueduct that traverses the grounds.

Adjacent to the 100-car parking lot, two historic buildings house the visitor center and the
bookstore, along with restrooms. There is a small office in the visitor center which is staffed
occasionally. During the summer months, and on weekends the rest of the vear, fees are collected
at a kiosk in the parking lot. At other times, fees are collected in this location by an iron ranger
(a fee collection device).

Twelve miles of riding and hiking trails wind through the park. Bicycles are permitted on
approximately five miles of these trails, which are fire roads. The remainder, with a few
exceptions, are open to horses, and all are open 10 hikers.

In direct support of the operation, there are four employee residences, a shop, a storage garage,
a maintenance yard, a mobile home used for volunteer training, and an office complex housing
the sector headquarters. The La Purisima Sector is also responsible for operations of Point Sal
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State Beach.

Permanent and seasonal staff members provide operations services to these units. This staff
includes the superintendent, the maintenance chief, two rangers, two maintenance workers, a
custodian, and a part-time office worker, along with several seasonal employees, for both visitor
and maintenance services. '

The paid staff is assisted by numerous volunteers, with the primary support coming from a
trained group of docents. The docents assist in providing a wide range of interpretive activities
for visitors throughout the year. These activities include school and other group tours, off-site
educational programs, maintenance of a collection of historic livestock and a vegetable and herb
garden, craft demonstrations, and historic character role-playing. Other interpretive assistance
has come in funding research and publication of educational materials, and in organization and
operation of the park's archival collection. The docents operate a bookstore which sells
educational materials pertaining to the historic period and natural features of the area. They also
assist in fee collection and dissemination of park information.

Interpretation _—

Interpretation of the mission pericd is the main reason for the existence of this park. Interpreting
natural resources is also important. This work is done primarily by the ranger staff and
volunteers under their direction, although all other staff memibers are involved at times. Much
interpretation is dome through exhibits and historic buildings. The maintenance staff is
responsible for the accurate and clean appearance of these facilities.

Rangers lead nature walks and historic tours. Volunteers, directed by the ranger staff, handle
most interpersonal contact with visitors.

Yolunte anasemen , . -

La Purisima Mission's volunteer program centers around a docent program begun in 1973,

Today, docents form the core of the interpretive activities, putting on various events such as
Mission Life Days, where miSsion-era crafis are demonstrated: Purisima's People Days, in which
the volunteers dress in period costume and take on first-person roles of characters who might
have lived at the mission in the nineteenth century; and Candlelight Tours, where visitors
become silent eavesdroppers, watching mission residents go about their evening tasks.

Community outreach progranis take docents to schools and civic organizations. An extensive
program of docent-guided tours annually accommodates more than 7,000 school children.
Docents work in the bookstore and the archives, organizing and researching material. Overall,
they interact with more than 50,000 visitors each year.
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The interpretive ranger spends 80 to 90 percent of work time with the volunteers, including 60
to 80 active docents who annually donate more than 11,000 hours of time to the park.

Prelado de los Tesoros de la Purisima (the Keeper of the Treasures of La Purisima) is an
incorporated nonprofit cooperative association begun by docents to support the volunteer work
at the park. These volunteers operate a bookstore, with gross sales exceeding $30,000 annually.
This money goes toward interpretive projects in the park, including books and park brochures.
‘The La Purisima Mission Association is another volunteer group based in the community,
drawing its support from other civic organizations. Tts main activity is the annual fiesta, which
is a celebration of Hispanic heritage. The group has been involved in promoting the mission for
more than 50 years.

Numerous other volunteers such as scouts and environmental groups assist the park each year
in varied projects, from litter pickup to trail construction. The ranger or maintenance staff directs
these volunteers.

ublic Safe

Minor walking injuries are an occasional occurrence, given the uneven surfaces of the grounds
and the floors of buildings. Other hazards encountered by the public are cactus spines and
poison oak. Though no bites to visitors have been reported, rattlesnakes and ticks are both
present in the park.

Enforcement

The park staff must be concerned with vandalism, theft of artifacts, burglary of park buildings,
illegal dumping of garbage and household refuse, wildfires, resource damage, illegal off-highway
vehicle use, and crimes against persons. The City of Lompoc is three miles away, but suburban
and rural housing developments abut the park on three sides, and the proximity of development
is associated with crimes against persons.

Trail Program

The park has 12 miles of riding and hiking trails used by local residents throughout the daylight
hours, even if the park gates are closed. This practice has led to vehicle parking problems and
unsafe conditions outside the main gate to the park.

People are allowed on all trails. Horses are allowed on most trails. Bicycles are restricted to the
fire roads, which are about five miles in length, and a few other designated trails. Conflicts in
use have been few. However, some bicycles have been used on steep, narrow trails, or off the
trail over steep bluffs, causing erosion problems.
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Prescribed Burn nggam

The operations staff is curréntly involved in periodic prescribed burns in an effort to restore fire
to its natural role in the environment. Significant staff time is devoted to planning and
conducting these burns. ' '

Resource Management

Cultural and natural resource protection, management, and restoration are, and will continue to
be, a major function of the staff at La Purisima Mission State Historic Park. The Resource
Element identifies major resource management projects and programs that are needed to meet
the operations responsibilities for management, as set forth in the Public Resources Code. Some
of the most important programs are stabilization of old dunes, restoration of native vegetation

and endangered species habitat, and reestablishment of natural fire cycles. These programs are

conducted through prescribed burning, trespass control, erosion control on the creek, and pine

tree management. Protection of archeological sites is of very high importance. Staff coordination
and support is a prerequisite to successful administration of these programs. Protecting these
resources and educating the public and staff 1o the sensitive and nonrenewable nature of cultural
resources is a continuing challenge to management. '

intenance and Housekeepin

Maintenance staff provide upkeep for this unit. The workload primarily involves maintenance
of facilities and grounds, housekeeping, and care of artifacts and archival material. Most of the
facilities are at least 50 years old and require intensive care, with skilled employees needed to
replace aging elements. Also, the trail system requires continual brush and erosion control. To
meet special resource miainténance needs, such as controlling the invasion of exotic pine trees
at La Purisima Mission, a new technical services category bas been created. This program
provides ongoing maintenance for support structures; park residences; facilities such as water,
telephone, and electric lines; historic equipment; and vehicles.

The complex of 10 buildings has more than 50 rooms, most of which are open to the outside
elements for most of the day. Housekeeping is a demanding job if the rooms are to be kept open,
and the historic furniture is to be kept clean and in good repair.

The collections program includes maintenance of artifacts, both on display and in storage. This

_complex program involves scientific methods of care for valuable artifacts, and requires
contracting with specialists for much of the work. Artifacts range from Native American baskets
to oil paintings to polychrome statues.

La Purisima Mission has a valuable archive consisting mostly of original documents and
photographs from the Civilian Conservation Corps restoration project, which was the corps'
largest single historic project. Other material consists of copies of mission-period documents.

La Furisima Mission General Han j 110 Operations Element




Both types of material are valuable for historic research in developing interpretive programs.
The archives are currently stored in an adobe-walled room that does not lend itself to proper
protection, as the climate is difficult to control. No ongoing care is available for the documents,
and they have not been properly organized for use.

L Purisima Mission SHP, which lies in Santa Barbara County, is affected by county zoning, fire
suppression, ambulance service, the sheriff's office, courts, health regulations, etc. Although the
unit is outside the boundaries of the Mission Hills Community Services District, the park is
served by the district for both water and sewer services. Several power lines, a sewer line, and
a saltwater pipeline from an oil field pass through the park. The staff must monitor these.
Highly toxic rocket fuels are transported to Vandenberg Air Force Base directly past the main
gate to the park. The explosion and destruction several years ago of a Titan rocket at
Vandenberg (seven miles away) caused mild panic among some park visitors. Staff had
difficulty determining the danger to park visitors at the time. Since then, the sheriff's office has
become the coordinating agency for such emergencies. The district superintendent or designated
representative must carefully coordinate each function to meet the concerns and requirements
of the county, as well as those of various federal, state, and local agencies.

Commujity Relations

I.a Purisima Mission SHP is heavily used by the local community for a wide variety of
recreational activities, ranging from historic and nature study to hiking and jogging. The local
community takes a very strong interest in activities and facilities in the park and any change in
park operations or administrative policy that affects public use. Park management must maintain
open lines of information and communication with the varied interests of the community.

Ia Purisima Mission has the oldest citizens advisory committee in the State Park System. It was
appointed in 1935 to advise the State Park and Recreation Commission in reconstruction of the
mission. Although the committee is not as active as in the past, it meets twice a year, and is
concerned with a variety of issues such as viewshed encroachment.

Operational Goals and Implementation

Maintenance and Housekeeping

The responsibilities of this category are outlined earlier in this section. The scope of these tasks
is not likely to be reduced. In fact, as buildings age and more facilities are developed, the work
will become more complex and all-encompassing. The extensive artifact and archives collection
will require museum curation.
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Visitor Services -

Visitor services in this park focus on interpretation, volunteer management, and patrol and
tesource management. Work with volunteers commands a large part of the time of the present
staff. However, close coordination of staff and volunteers adds many benefits to the park. The
public has responded very favorably to docent-led programs at the mission. To confinue these
interpretive programs and improve their quality, additional historical research will be reguired
by staff and docents. '

If lands are added to the park to meet goals in preserving the historic setting, more public and
resource protection patrols will be needed. More work will have to be done in prescribed fire
and other resource managertient programs. Urban development is spreading in the areas around
the park, and with it come both additional law enforcement problems and supplemental support
from public services. o . . '
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IAND USE AND FACILITIES ELEMENT

This element of the General Plan addresses current and proposed land use, including facility
development, at La Purisima Mission State Historic Park. Reflecting the department's dual
mission, the goal is to protect important park resources while providing for visitor use and
appropriate development.

A land use evaluation defines the pattern of human activity in a given area. The evaluation
establishes the character of a place by determining what happens, where it happens, and to what
degree it happens. It defines routes of travel and use areas, as well as nonuse areas free from
human change. It controls use and development, arranging park activities and elements so
. visitors can enjoy the educational and recreational experiences as well as the spirit of place that
the park offers.

1.2 Purisima Mission State Historic Park can provide diverse and high-quality educational and
recreational opportunities. The Land Use and Facilities Element determines appropriate ways
to provide these opportunities. It analyzes existing Iand use and conditions, as well as the
opportunities presented by, and the constraints upon, the park's resources. In addition, the Land
Use and Facilities Element classifies lands for protection or development and identifies areas of
potential acquisition. The land use and facility proposals for La Purisima Mission take into
consideration the department's goals and the expressed interests and concerns of the public and
other agencies. Facility determinations consider the size and location of necessary and desirable
facilities. The suitability of the resources for accommodating recreational uses and development
is reflected in the Allowable Use Intensity Map (see the Resource Flement), as well as in the
resource management policies.

Land Use Goals

The following two general goals are intended to maximize visitor enjoyment of the park's
resources. :

Within the objectives of this plan, providing a hi oh-quality experience for visitors to La Purisima
Mission SHP is the first general goal. Visitors' enjoyment of activities in which they participate,
and their level of interest in activities offered, will determine their satisfaction with the unit as
a whole. Therefore, opportunities should be available for people to pursue their individual
interests in the unit's resources. Additionally, visitors should be able to enjoy the park's
resources in the types of environment best suited to individuals' needs and values. Visitors
should be able to experience "the right thing in the right place” without the negative influences
of undesirable activities.

Land use concepts should enhance the quality of visitors' experiences by protecting the natural
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setting and the integrity and beauty of mission structures that give visitors a "sense of place”
(discussed in the Resource Element and the Interpretive Element). The concepts include:

1. Separation of incompatible uses.

2. Enforcement of rules and regulations designed to maintain a high-quality experience for
visitors. B C N

3. Constant monitoring of acfivities and uses, and adjustmehis to land use patterns as
necessary fo achieve maximum enjoyment of the resources for the greatest number of
people, within the stated resource preservation objectives and policies.

Providing diversified park experiences is the second general goal. A pleasant park experience
for one person may not be pleasant for another. The park cannot be all things to all people.
However, La Purisima Mission State Historic Park can provide for differing needs and interest
levels, as long as land uses remain compatible with each other, the resources, the environment,
and the purposes of the historic park and the State Park Systerm.

Land Use Evaluations and Assumptions

The following considerations explain how land use decisions were made for La Purisima Mission
SHP. The logic underlying these planning decisions can be traced from initial assumptions,
existing physical conditions, and planning issues through the aiternatives that were discussed,
the objectives that were chosen, and the proposals for actual use and development that were
recommended. ) ' '

The initial assumptions developed by a consultant in 1938 for the National Park Service have
assisted in guiding managenisit of this unit for a half century. Excerpts of the consultant's report
follow: S

At a conference held at La Purisima Mission August 15th and 16ih, 1938, two questions
were especially brought up for discussion:

1. Will it be necessary. or desirable to restore any more mission buildings at La
Purisima, now that the residence, the church and the long shops and quarter buildings
are in progress?

2. Shall museum case exhibits be housed in the mission buildings proper, or should o
separate structure, removed or hidden from the main group of buildings, be erected for
such displays? - :

Before attempting to answer these questions, let us first consider what should be our
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goal, our best manner of utilizing the restoration of La Purisima for the public benefit.

Most California missions today exhibit only a small part of the original establishment.
It may be a surviving or restored church, a residence building, sometimes flanked by
crumbling ruins, or both. Generally these remains are hemmed in by modern structures
which have resulted from the growth of the city. In a few cases a quadrangle has been
partially restored, but these have been more or less modernized for present day use.
Valuable as these remains are, they nevertheless fail to convey fo the visitor the purposes
and significance of these missions to the evolution of California. The great historic and
social significance of the mission system is that these establishments represent the
earliest outposts of European civilization in California, and in order to understand and
appreciate this fact, it is essential that the visitor be shown the highly important social
and economic phases which have influenced our later development so markedly.
Nowhere can we find a complete mission establishment as it appeared when a going
concern: when not only its religious function, but its industrial, agricultural and
cattle-raising activities were in full operation.

Now at La Purisima, for various reasons, we have a unique opportunity to reproduce
such an establishment; to create an historic picture of great beauty and educational
value, not to be excelled anywhere, even by the famous restoration of colonial
Williamsburg, in Virginia. Among these reasons is the fact that most of the necessary
land is already publicly owned: thanks o the situation of the mission in this small valley,
relatively little more must be purchased in order to remove all modern buildings from
view; to prevent the erection of others; and fo obtain possession of the entire mission
water system. Only one public road crosses the historic areq, and the rerouting of this
for a short distance would be a relatively simple matter, after which nothing incongruous
would remain in sight. Very important also is the fact that the restoration of the
principal (and most expensive) buildings is already authorized, and the largest item of
expense has been thus already taken care of. Still another reason is the fact that the
buildings thus far completed have the right look for a "going concern " restoration; they
appear neither brand new nor ruinous and abandoned, but as if they were in daily use
and kept in good repair.

For such reasons as these I agree heartily with Dr. Herbert E. Bolton, Chairman of the
Department of History of the University of California, who wrote of La Purisima: "I am
very much impressed with the opportunity there to provide for the public a rare
education feature - a complete mission establishment - such as it is not possible to
prepare anywhere else in the United States”, and I strongly recommend that we accept
as our ultimate goal at La Purisima nothing less than the complete restoration of the
whole establishment as it stood at the height of its glory and usefulness furnished and
equipped as it must have been at that time.
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With this ideal in mind we can answer Question Number I very readily; the remaining
buildings of the mission establishment SHOULD be restored; we want the complete
picture. Compared to the large investment tied up in the main buildings, the restoration
and upkeep of these remaining smaller, but important, structures would be relatively
insignificant. Among them are: the Indian barracks, the infirmary, the women's
dormitory, the blacksmith shop, some small service buildings behind the residences and
a few thatched native Indian cabins. By all means the mission water system should be
restored, complete and functioning. The threshing floor and corrals would add to the
completeness of the picture.

With our ideal still before us, let us consider the second question. It can be seen
immediately that it would be a great mistake to install modern case exhibits in any of the
original mission buildings; on the other hand, it is equally obvious that these rooms
should be furnished according to their original use in mission days; otherwise our
picture of the "going concern” would be incomplete.

However, case exhibits should be shown somewhere to "orient” the visitor before he
starts his tour; that is, to supply him with enough essential information concerning the
missions and the Indians by whom and for whom they were built, to enable him to
understand what he is about to see. Experiment has shown that the visitor properly
"oriented” gets much more enjoyment and instruction from his tour than one who simply
visits the buildings without such preparation.

Now we can answer Question Number 2. Museum case exhibits should not be shown in
the mission buildings proper, but should be housed for orientation purposes in a
separate building at the point where the visitor enters the grounds of the Monument. So
as not to intrude incongruously upon the actual mission buildings, the museum structure
should be hidden from them in some way.
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Existing Land Use

After the park's important resources and special attractions that need protection were mapped,
the combined areas of these resources were analyzed and classified into the following land use
areas:

The Valley

The primary historic zone in the unit is commonly referred to as the Valley. This zone, which
is the visitors' main focal point of the park, has three major uses. The most prominent is the
mission complex itself, composed of approximately five acres surrounding the historic buildings.
The mission complex includes small gardens, open space, corrals, an aqueduct system, and a
portion of Los Berros Creek. A significant Native American burial area, the main park entrance,
a parking area, a small visitor center, a restroom, and an interpretive trail system are also in this
area.

The second land use of the Valley is the agricultural area. The uses here include mission-period
agricultural lands, spring-fed reservoirs, and partially restored aqueducts. The upper reservoir
is in the best condition; however, aquatic vegetation has reduced the water supply to the historic
aqueduct. The middle and lower reservoirs have been abandoned for some time, and they retain
only enough moisture to sustain a rich vegetation. All the reservoirs now serve as valuable
habitat in the wildlife corridors of the watershed. Surrounding this agricultural area is a
perimeter service road/interpretive trail which is, in part, historic E1 Camino Real. This trail also
receives significant use by local walkers and joggers.

The third land use in the Valley is Los Berros Creek. This once-meandering creek was
channeled by the Civilian Conservation Corps during restoration of the mission to reduce
flooding in and around the mission complex. This straightening also included installation of a
series of check dams, some pedestrian bridges, and one vehicular bridge. The creek, which has
become vegetated with willows, is a significant wildlife habitat.

! !!e Mesg

Adjacent to the western side of this valley is a second land use area, the Mesa. This area
includes the residential and service center for the park, along with riding and hiking trails and
an unpaved service and patrol road along the perimeter. The service and residential structures
for the reconstructed mission were established on this mesa by the Civilian Conservation Corps
and are now considered a secondary historic zone. The Mesa has limited public access: two
pedestrian access points from the surrounding residential areas and a service entry drive from
Purisima Road. The grades and width of this paved service drive limit its use; general public use
“has not been encouraged. A mature pine grove on the Mesa, established by the corps in 1935,
is considered a valuable interpretive resource in the historic CCC program.
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East Hills Are N

The lands adjacent to the eastern side of the valley are called the East Hills. The primary land
use in this area includes the historic Cross and the overlook site, which provides an
encompassing view of the park. Also in this area are the uplands of the reservoirs, as well as
significant habitat related to wildlife migration. Riding and hiking trails connecting with the
valley floor are available for public use.

Land Use and Facility Objectives

Previous sections of this report have presented an inventory of existing facilities and their values.
The significance of the historic scene has always been given a high priority, as has managment
of the existing facilities, S - -

This park unit has a strong sense of place for visitors. The mission core is situated in a small
valley, surrounded by natural scenic qualities that allow visitors to step back in time and imagine
the complex as it might have been during the mission period. This sense of arrival at a unique
place and return to a significant period of history is a major goal that continues to guide the
planning of this unit. While the surrounding native landscape is key to providing that historic
setting, it is also valuable as a rural, natural setting in itself. Trail users experience a sense of
isolation in various spaces created by the native cover on the valley wails, side drainages, and
creek channel. This valuable habitat creates changing perspectives, and provides for an
interaction with changing wildlife and light patterns.

The goal of this plan is to protect that rural and natural flavor. Therefore, the Resource Element
has protected the creek vegetation which resulted from the post-mission-period creek
channelization. Protection of those values is also reflected in the land use and facility proposals.

An analysis of existing conditions and park resources, along with results of a user survey
distributed at the park (see Appendix D), allowed the planning team to identify current problems
and planning issues at La Purisima Mission State Historic Park. From these concerns, along with
letters, interviews, and the public workshops, the following land use and facility
recommendations were made.

Goals were formulated to guide future land use and development toward atté:ining the land use
goals previously identified: quality and diverse park experiences.

1. Preserve the historic sceri¢'and maintain a historic sense of place from visitors'
perspectives. '

* Keep historic values the highest priority.
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»  Allow only historic development in the primary historic zone.

o Locate new development outside the historic zone in areas where screening can
protect the historic viewshed.

2. Provide facilities that expand visitors' awareness of the Native American culture, mission
agriculture, and the natural resources surrounding the mission's historic zone.

« Provide for appropriate visitor contact and orientation near the point of public entry.
+ Develop trailhead and trailside interpretation to aid self-guided visitors.

3. Encourage local government to protect the surrounding historic viewshed and natural
values.

« Provide Santa Barbara County with guidance on significant values.
+ Participate in zoning and long-range planning decisions.
4. Reduce modern noise intrusions.

« Coordinate with Vandenberg AFB to reduce air travel in the sensitive mission
air/viewshed.

5 Provide for continued community trail use that does not affect the historic values.
. Continue historic facilities and activities as the highest priority.
« Relocate or close areas to non-historic use if an impact exists.

Existing and Proposed Facilities and Activities

The discussion of existing conditions has been combined with new proposals to present readers
with the continuity of an issue, and the proposed recommendations. The discussion of facilities
will be by activity type, rather than discussing each area of the park individually (see Facilities
Plan, Map 7, for location of facilities).

Design concepts and guidelines have been discussed in more detail under each of the following
descriptions of visitor activities. However, the intention is to provide appropriate visitor
facilities without detracting from the historic and natural scene of La Purisima Mission. All new
development must be sensitive to that purpose. The proposed facilities or structures shall not
become a focus of attention in themselves.
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Grading shall be kept to a minimum; however, finish grades shall be blended into the original
contours. Surfacing and drainage designs should discourage concentrated runoff. Road widths
should be kept to a minimum, and shoulders should allow for plantings to abut the pavement
edge. New structures shall provide for visitors' needs without competing for attention with
historic buildings or the natural setting. Plantings can include native and historic material;
however, native material shall be used to blend into the adjoining natural grades and existing
vegetation. Critical views of the new development must be considered when placing screen
plantings or canopy cover, )

Vehi irculation

Issues and Assumptions

The county road to the main entrance has ample sight distance; however, commuter traffic and
walk-in users are increasing, and left turns are becoming more difficult. The present park road
location does not provide adequate space for 2 new contact station and parking area.

. The service drive to the maintenance and residential area and the back side of the historic
building core affects a significant cultural site. The one and one-half lanes and grade of this
drive limit general public access. :

Docent access to the north side of the historic building complex is necessary, and the present
circulation from the existing visitor center affects the historic core.

Service and patrol vehicles need to circulate through the total agricultural and mesa areas.

Recommendations

The main entrance will be moved approximately 400 feet northwest to allow for appropriate
internal backup, contact, and parking for all users. Appropriate furn lanes will be included.

The department will coordinate with the county to have the existing undesignated "Ride & Park"
activity relocated and the existing random shoulder parking area abandoned and revegetated.

The department will contmue to work with the county to relocate Purisima Road away from the
historic core.

If the county road is rerouted, the parking, contact location, and visitor center will continue to
function as proposed. A left-turn pocket or lane should be added to the road at the park entrance.

The alignment of the service rgad will be relocated to the northwest to protect the cultural site,
and will include improvement to a standard two-lane park road. The abandoned road grade will
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be returned to its original grade.

Access to the north side of the historic core for docent Joading and disabled parking should be
directed through this service road.

Patrol and service will be continued on the existing road surrounding the agricultural fields and
on the fire roads of the upper mesa.
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Parking

Issues and Assumptions

The existing parking area satisfies the present daily operation; however, it affects the Native
American burial site and is an impact on the historic scene.

Future expansion of the interpretive themes and awareness of the natural values may extend
visitors' length of stay. This parking area cannot be expanded to serve the increased demand.

The existing trail system and related parking area have experienced increased community use.
The use can be compatible with the cultural values of the unit; however, pedestrian circulation,
parking, and auto circulation are not clearly designated.

The existing visitor center parking is often used by equestrians to park trailers and use the horse
trails. Such an activity in this location affects the historic scene and will conflict with the
functions of a new visitor center.

Special events require overflow parking beyond the capacity of a permanent parking area. This
parking area is in the historic scene. A land base within easy walking distance and out of the
viewshed does not exist.

Recommendations
See the Concept Plan, Map 8, for the proposed visitor center complex.
. The existing parking lot will be removed and revegetated. The site will require an archeological

investigation to determine if the total paving cross section can be removed without harming the
cultural values. If not, the base material will be covered with native soil, and reseeded.
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A new 200-car parking ot will be developed south of the existing entry road out of view of the
mission. See Appendix A, Parking Analysis, for the expected use pattern. This facility will be
terraced and planted with appropriate native or period vegetation to screen it from the county
road and entry activities (see the Parking Lot Design Criteria).

‘The special-event parking and overflow parking will continue in their present locations near the
park entrance. Though this overflow parking affects the historic scene, the effect is temporary,
occurring only during special events, which are infrequent and in themselves are not historic.
For special events, portable toilets in the overflow parking area can meet additional restroom
needs. If land becomes available on the west side of Purisima Road (a county road), the
department should consider acquiring it for historic values and relocation of the overflow
parking.

The new parking lot should allow easy disabled access to the visitor center and should provide
clearly designated access to the unit's day-use trail system.

A new 10- to 15-car parking area will be developed off Rucker Avenue, near the pine grove.
This pine forest, well separated from the primary historic zone, will provide a high-quality
day-use facility for hiking and equestrian access, with an easily accessible trailhead for the riding
and hiking trails. It will include a comfort station, a lockable gate, 10 to 15 picnic tables, and
entrance improvements to provide easy, safe access. Utilities are available from the county road
and the local community services district.

All parking areas in La Purisima Mission SHP will include appropriate provisions for the
disabled. (Additional provisions for disabled access are discussed at the specific use areas.)

Visitor Orientation

Visitor Contact

Visitors currently enter the 90-car parking lot through a temporary contact station. If this
contact station is not operating, fees are collected at the visitor center. Circulation from the
parking lot to the visitor center and historic area is not clearly designated. Restrooms are
hard to find, are inadequate, and are not disabled-accessible.

Issues and Assumptions

Because of the confusing circulation, many visitors are not contacted.

1t is desirable to have a ranger contact arriving visitors, but visitors should not be forced through
the total visitor center complex.
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Recommendations

Primary contact with visitors will be made at the new contact station constructed on the new
entry alignment, which will enable the park staff to make contact with all visitors entering or
leaving the park. The contact station should include space for a desk and a restroom to allow
contimuous operation, even at off-peak periods. The contact area will also serve the overflow and
special-event parking areas discussed earlier.

Visitor Interpretation = . = __
Issues and Assumptions

There is a need to expand visitor awareness of the entire California mission system, Native
American history, and the natural story. - '

The present use of historic structures as a visitor center, office, book sales counter, and restroom
significantly affects Native American interpretation. This adaptive use has isolated the structures
from the historic core of the mission. Also, the space available for the museum is too small, and
the restrooms are inadequate. The present visitor center core lacks acceptable disabled access
and alternative interpretation methods.

Use of any historic structure for the visitor center will reqﬁire piaccment of convenient parking
in the primary historic area. -

Any new structure must be situated to minimize impact to the historic scene.

Docents help to provide high-quality interpretation, and they are expected to continue this role

in the future. Facilities that support docent activities will increase the capabilities of docents to
provide this public service. o

Docents need costume storage and a workshop, a sales counter and office space, visitor contact
and tour assembly areas, and an area for training.
Recommendations

The purpose of a visitor center and its location has been carefully studied in the planning process.

. The Interpretive Element discusses the need and function. The planning team explored various
alternate sites for the facility (see Visitor Center Site Evaluations, Map 9) and evaluated them
against the following criteria:

* The sense of arrival is apparent between the visitor center and the mission core.

» The site can be easily screened from the historic scene.
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The site is outside the primary historic zone.

The location does not affect the integrity of cultural sites.

Significant natural values are not impacted by the development.

Visitors have an easy trail access to the mission complex.

‘Vehicle circulation should not intrude in the park scene.

The location and circulation between the visitor center and mission trails meet docent
tour needs.

The site is outside the potential flood plain.

The visitor center complex itself should not become the visual focal point of the park. It is
important that visitors' sense of discovery and entry to the historic scene occur after leaving the
complex.

The structure shall meet the following design guidelines:

It should not appear to be a part of the historic mission complex.

The color and texture of the building and roof should blend with the surrounding
landscape.

The profile of the building mass should be low énd easily screened from the historic core
and the county road.

All public areas will be accessible to the disabled and elderly.

Site development around the structure should consider the following:

Visitor flow should be easy and obvious from the parking lot, as well as to and through
the structure itself. '

Visitors should have the option to either explore the park unit on their own or to discover
it as part of a docent-led tour.

Restrooms should be accessible when the exhibit area is closed.
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* Ap outdoor assembly area for student groups and tours should be provided away from any
line of sight to the mission.

* A picnic area adjacent to the parking and visitor center area should be provided away
from any line of sight to or from the mission core.
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+ For returning tours, direct and obvious access to the exit should be provided.

* Landscape and screen plantings will use native or historic-period plant material, and
irrigation will be kept to a minimum.

A Concept Plan (Map 8) and cross sections for the entry and visitor center complexr shovkr the

scale and use area that the facility will require. (The Concept Plan is a diagrammatic plan and

is not intended as an adopted, detailed design.) As a part of the archeological research for this
General Plan, members of the Cultural Heritage Section of the Central Coast Region studied this
recommended site for cultural resources by auger testing across the footprint of the facility and
using a data recovery technique in sampling the area. No significant artifacts were found.
Researchers determined that installation of the visitor center should not adversely affect any
cultural resources. However, an archeolo gist should be present when future trenching occurs for
this project. T e ' ' : :

Trails o~

The existing 12+ miles of trails provide access for historic tours, equestrian users, and service
and fire patrol. They also serve walkers and Jjoggers from the surrounding community.

Issues and Assumptions
Visitors interested in interpretation of the historic agricultural area do not have options for

choosing well-defined short or long routes to match the time they have available.

Equestrian use-is appropriate in the park, but such use can have an impact on pedestrian
circulation, has caused erosion problems on some trails, and can affect the activities of the
existing or new visitor center. :

Use of park trials for walking, jogging, and bicycling is increasing in popularity. This activity
is most popular during the early morning and early evening. '

The existing trail system in the historic zone does not adequately serve disabled visitors.

Recommendations

- Trails and walkways in the historic building core will be designated for pedestrian use only and
will be improved for disabled access. Surfacing for these trails will be firm, but must appear to
be native soil. : :

~ A new trail connection will bisect the agricultural area to provide an optional short loop to match
visitors' inerest levels and lengths of stay. This connection will also allow visitors direct circular
access to the historic water system as a part of that loop. This surface will also provide for
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disabled access, as discussed above.

Local residents will be allowed to walk and jog on the perimeter trails of the valley floor, with
the routes adjusted to avoid conflict with users of the visitor center. Walkers and joggers will
either continue to walk in from the existing access points of adjacent residential areas or will
park in the new visitor center parking lot.

The popular trail to the Cross south of the visitor center requires improved designation and
stabilization to reduce erosion. It is not possible to make this trail and overlook accessible to the
disabled or elderly. Views will be presented in the visitor center.

Equestrians may continue to use the outlying trails. However, equestrian use of trails adjacent
to the visitor center and the Cross area will not be allowed.

The existing trails in the natural areas surrounding the valley will remain, with improved
low-profile interpretation of natural and cultural values.

- A circular riding and hiking trail/fire road will be retained on the upper mesa.

The existing designated pedestrian gates from the surrounding community will be retained. New
fencing will be needed in the new pine grove day-use parking and trailhead area to direct
equestrians to the appropriate trails. Provisions should be made to discourage off-highway
vehicles at all access points to the park.

Picnicking

The existing picnic facility is located next to the temporary visitor center in the historic core.
Issues and Assumptions

This site is an impact on cultural resources and will affect future interpretation of the Native
American story. '

Picnicking facilities at this unit are intended to compliment other visitor activities at the mission;
picnicking is not intended to be a destination activity.

The existing picnic area is heavily used by school groups for lunch and assembly activities.

Recommendations

A picnic area for 75 to 100 people will be provided for bus groups and individuals near the new
visitor center. The picnic area should have easy access to the parking lot and restrooms and
should not affect the flow of visitors or visitors' views when entering or returning from a walk
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in the historic area.

This picnic area will be designed for use either by groups or by individual families. Spacing of
facilities should be condensed to reduce the scale of the area. This activity area is intended for
short-term use only. The layout should allow for easy circulation and cleanup. Tree wells and
plantings should be included to prowde shade and to screen the area from views in the historic
core or interpretive facilities.

Native and historic plant material will be used for screening and shade.
An additional 15 picnic sites will be provided for hikers and equestrians in the pine grove
day-use area.

Logs and rocks should be retained aiong the perimeter valley trails for resting.

Park Administration an aintenance Facilities

The present administrative functions for the unit and the sector are centered in the complex built
by the Civilian Conservation Corps specifically for administrative purposes. The complex is not
in the historic mission scene, and its location is appropriate for such continued use. See the
Operations Element for additional discussion of this facility and its functions. See the Resource
Element for the significance of Civilian Conservation Corps structures.

Issues and Assumptions
Adequate maintenance facilities currently exist in this location. However, if visitor attendance
or length of stay increages, the facilities may need expanding.

Tt is desirable to retain the existing Civilian Conservation Coxj;i§ structures; 'however, plans for
the original construction do not exist.

Some maintenance and housekeeping functions also need to be housed in or near the mission
structures and the visitor center.

Recommendations

This area will continue to be the primary service area for the park.

Existing Civilian Conservation Corps structures (discussed in the Resource EIement) will
remain, with appropriate maintenance and repair to preserve them.

Adaptive use of any Civilian Conservation Corps structure will be sensitive to the hlstonc fabrlc
and architecture. :
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If expansion of the maintenance complex is necessary, the new structures should not attach to
or affect the original structures. New construction should reflect the same period and style of
architecture, including roof lines, material, color, windows, and feeling of scale.

Exterior fences and gates in the residential and service area should also compliment the original
details of that period.

Par use

Some of the park housing was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps to serve the original park
operation at the time of mission reconstruction.

Jssues and Assumptions

Four houses are used as residences for employees who respond to after-hours call-outs for law
enforcement, public safety, resource, and facility protection needs.

Recommendations

The number of employee residences in the park should be maintained at the present level. The
Civilian Conservation Corps structures will be protected and maintained for their historic value.

tilitie

Investigation of the existing utility services at the park found no problems. Furthermore, all
utility services can be expanded to serve any future needs. Specifically, possibilities for new or
expanded public facilities were investigated, and no insurmountable problems were found.
These facilities include the day use and horse staging area near Rucker and Onstott streets, and
a new visitor center and parking area east of the existing park entrance. :

Sewer

Sewer service is provided by the Mission Hills Community Service District (MHCSD). The park
sewer line was originally connected to a sewer pipeline in an MHCSD easement through the
center of the park. MHCSD discontinued use of this main pipeline except as a reclamation water
line and diverted the park sewer system to leach lines and leach pits in the park. The sewer
district constructed and operates this system under an agreement with the department. One leach.
* system, adjacent to and east of the residence area, serves both the residences and the area office.
The second leach system, which serves the historic area, is located adjacent to the service road
on the mesa above and west of the monastery building. Effluent from the historic area is
collected and pumped from the parking lot to this leach field.

A review of Soil Survey of Northern Santa Barbara Area, California by the Soil Conservation
Service indicates that the soil in the park is suitable for additional leaching.
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New facilities can be connected to these systems, or a separate system will be constructed. The
most feasible method will be selected at the time of implementation. If the existing system is
used, payment of additional capacity charges to MHCSD and additional monthly charges may
be required. Effluent from construction of a comfort station near the intersection of Rucker and
Onstott (the northwest side of the park) can be leached on-site or lifted to the MHCSD sewer
Iines in a subdivision north of the park.

Water

Domestic water is provided by MHCSD through a meter on the northwest corner of the property.
MHCSD and the existing system have the capacity for any new development that is proposed for
the park.

Irrigation water is provided by a park well near the park entrance. Water is pumped from the
well to a 50,000-gallon concrete water tank: the distribution system in the historical area is
gravity fed. With repair and maintenance, this system will continue to serve the needs of future
development.

Electrical Service

Electrical service is provided by Pacific Gas and Electric Company. No problems were reported
with the system, and PG&E indicated that sufficient power is available in the area for the
department's future needs. However, the small load vs. the length of the line extension might
add costs, and under certain conditions, these non-economic lige extensions require PUC
approval, which could take np to six months. Undergrounding existing aboveground lines
between Rucker Road and the park service area should be considered.

Phone Service

Phone service is provided by General Telephone (GTE). The service extends to a service pole
in the residence area. Undergrounding this line should be considered. The distribution system
beyond that point is the responsibility of the department. However, as more phone lines are
needed, there will be no charge for bringing the lines to this service pole. The existing 1.5 miles
of park wiring was installed more than 20 year agc and needs replacement.

Phone service is available near Rucker and Onstott streets if phone service is needed at this
location. ‘
Easements

Easements include a reclaimed water line in Los Berros Canyon that runs the entire length of the
valley, as well as electrical and phone lines and a saltwater pipeline that parallels Rucker Road.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ELEMENT

Summary

The ruins and some surrounding lands of La Purisima Mission were acquired by the state in
1935, and the mission buildings were largely restored with Civilian Conservation Corps labor
in the second half of the 1930s. The unit was classified a state historic park (SHP) in 1963. The
unit now includes 980 acres, most of which is relatively undisturbed wildlands. The wildlands,
as well as agricultural lands, were acquired as a buffer to protect the mission complex from
visual and other intrusions of the modern world. Today, these lands are also valued for the
wildlife and the unique natural vegetation that they support.

The General Plan calls for some new development that would improve visitor service and
interpretation but would not significantly change the character of the SHP. The development
includes relocation of the main entrance road and parking lot; reconstruction of the historic -
Native American barracks; continued restoration of the historic reservoir/aqueduct system; a new
alignment for part of the service road to the maintenance/residential area; a new parking and
picnic area at the Civilian Conservation Corps pine grove to accommodate equestrian use; a new
visitor center building; relocation and expansion of the picnic area at the main entrance; and
some minor improvements. The General Plan also calls for restoring the channel of Los Berros
Creek upstream of the mission complex. '

The environmental effects of the changes proposed in the General Plan are summarized as
follows:

Class 1 Impacts: Unavoidable Significant Environmental Effects
None.

Class 2 Impacts: Mitigable Significant Enviroﬁmental Effects
None.

Class 3 Impacts: Adverse But Not Significant Environmental Effects

Construction impacts: Primarily noise and dust during actual construction, and some minor
erosion afterward. Also, potential damage to cultural deposits during excavation.

Mitigations:

Noise: Construction will be limited o daylight hours on weekdays.
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Dust: Construction sites will be watered as needed to control dust.

Erosion: Construction sites will have drainage structures installed and disturbed soil will be
protected before and during the winter storm season.
Cultural deposit disturbance: Excavation will be done under the direction of an Archeologist.
Alternatives
1. The proposed project: Some major changes of facilities, including a new parking area,
Native American barracks, and visitor center.

2. No project: The proposed project without the major changes stated above.

3. The proposed project without a new visitor center and a scaled-back parking lot.

Preface

The Environmental Impact Element (EIE) predicts the environmental effects that may result from
implementation of the General Plan. Combined with the other elements of the General Plan, the
EIE constitutes an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) as described in the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This element is prepared for all State Park System general
plans, whether or not significant environmental effects are expected.

The General Plan is considered a Program EIR because it describes the long-term plans and

policies for a state park unit in a generalized way. Later, as specific parts of the plan are
implemented, the department will document their environmental effects, as required by CEQA.

Project Description

A description of the Geneéral Plan is contained in the General Plan Summary. For more detailed
descriptions, refer to the following sections:

Resource Element for description of and directives for management of natural and cultural
resources; .=z

Interpretive Element for descriptions of displays, tours, and related activities;
Concessions Element for directives dealing with concessions;
Operations Element for operation and maintenance directives;

Land Use and Facilities Element for allowable use zones and proposed facilities development.
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Description of the Environmental Setting

The natural and cultural settings of the park are described in the Resource Element.

Existing Conditions, Environmental ¥Impacts, and
Proposed Mitigations

The Initial Study for the La Purisima Mission SHP General Plan EIR identified potential
environmental impacts related to flooding/hydrology/erosion, vegetation, wildlife, circulation,
and cultural resources. A Notice of Preparation (Appendix B) distributed through the state and
regional clearinghouses yielded two responses: the City of Lompoc and the California
Department of Water Resources. The City of Lompoc suggested the plan and the EIR address
flooding, protection of the Burton Mesa chaparral plant community, non-vehicular access to the
park, effects on city services, effects on archeological sites, and protection of the rural
atmosphere. The Department of Water Resources sent a map of the tentative alignment of the
proposed Lompoc Pipeline, which could affect any future realignment of Purisima Road. The
EIE will focus on those potential impacts identified by the Initial Study and the Notice of
Preparation.

Floodi rosion

Existing Conditions

La Purisima Mission SHP is almost entirely in the watershed of one drainage system—the Los
Berros Creek watershed. Los Berros Creek runs the length of Purisima Canyon and passes
through the mission grounds. Although the creek is dry for most of the year, there is enough
ground water or underflow to support a band of riparian vegetation along its course. The Los
Berros Creek watershed is largely undeveloped except for the Mission Hills residential
development immediately upstream of the SHP. This subdivision concentrates runoff, increasing
flood surges in the lower channel during storms. It also adds pollutants to the creek. As the
creek passes through the SHP upstream of the mission complex, its channel has been modified
by a series of checkdams built by the Soil Conservation Service during the 1930s. Downstream
from the SHP, the creek is channelized in a deep ditch that empties into the Santa Ynez River
(also dry much of the year).

Although the local soils are highly erodible (see the Resource Element), erosion does not now
seem to be a significant problem in the park. There are several reasons for this: the sand soils
~ are highly permeable, limiting runoff; most development in the SHP is on level ground; and the
development that is on sloping ground - trails and roads, mostly - is well maintained.

Impacts: The General Plan (Resource Element) calls for restoring Los Berros Creek to a
function and character more akin to its natural state. This restoration would be done only to the
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extent that downstream interests and values are not jeopardized in the process.

A creek management plan will be prepared that may involve taking out some of the creek dams,
allowing the channel to define its own course within a 100-foot-wide riparian corridor upstream
of the mission complex. The probable effects of this action include accelerated streambank
erosion and increased downstream sediment deposition. Erosion and sediment transport occur
only when the creek is running high. Historically, this has seldom occurred; the creek last
flooded in 1983, doing no damage to park facilities, and there is no record of flooding prior to
building of the Mission Hills subdivision in the 1960s. The mission complex is out of the
100—year flood plain Major work to improve the cre_ek would be a low-priority project that

The Land Use and Facilities Element proposes abandonment of the existing 90-space parking
lot, construction of a new 200-space lot at a different location, and construction of a new visitor
center. These projects will expose soil during construction and add about four acres of
impermeable surfaces to the park, leading to the potential for increased runoff and erosion during
storms. The proposed pine grove parking lot is located on the flat mesa top and will have a
graveled surface. It will not create a drainage and erosion problem.

Mitigation: On construction sites, drainage structures will be installed, and exposed soil will
be protected by mulching before and during the first winter storm season. Permanent drainage
structures (drains, lined ditches, culverts) will be installed and maintained at the new parking lot,
entry road, and realigned service road, following standard engineering practices.

Construction sttes will be watered as needed to control dust.

Trafiic Circulation

Park Visitation

To discuss traffic effects of the General Plan, we looked at visitation to the park during the past
ten years. The following chart shows that in the last calendar year for which we have figures,
1989, attendance (counted as vehicles) was 18 percent higher than in 1980, Between those years,
however, attendance fell, bottoming out in 1984 at 55 percent of the 1980 figure.

Vehicle Counts at La Purisima Mission State Historic Park

Year Vehicle Count % Change
1980 ' 24,963 0
1981 21,947 -12
1982 . ..21,074 4
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1983 16,435 -22

1934 13,774 -16
1985 17,287 +25
1986 17,703 +2
1987 20,107 +14
1988 26,044 +29
1989 27,322 : +5

To see how visitation is distributed over a year, we looked at figures from fiscal year 1989-90,
the latest available counts. The average number of vehicles/day ranged from the November 1989 '
low of 61 vehicles to the May 1990 high of 123 vehicles (May counts will always be high
because of Fiesta). For the fiscal year, the park averaged 81 vehicles/day. On weekends and
holidays, visitation was higher (average - 109 vehicles/day). The count ranged from 71
vehicles/day (Décember) to 230 vehicles/day (May).

Fiesta is by far the biggest event of the year for La Purisima Mission SHP. Over the past ten
years, however, the vehicle count for the one-day event has declined from more than 2,000
vehicles in the early 1980s to about 1,250 vehicles during the last two years.

Existing Conditions

The main park entrance road connects with Purisima Road, a county-maintained, two-lane paved
road at a location just south of the mission complex. Most park visitors enter by this road by ‘
using their personal motor vehicles. However, a significant number of visitors - mainly school
children but also adults on tours - come on buses. The park office/service road is used primarily
by park employees. It connects with Purisima Road, about 900 feet further northwest of the main
entrance road.

Turning onto the park entrance road from Purisima Road is not normally hazardous or difficult.
Traffic on Purisima Road is usually light - it operates at service level A (pers. comm. John
Evans, Santa Barbara County Public Works Dept.) - and sight distance at the park intersections
is good both ways. Growth in the Lompoc area is resulting in ever-increasing traffic volumes
on Purisima Road, however, and improvements will eventually be needed to safely accommodate
operation of these intersections. ‘

Impacts: The General Plan emphasizes resource protection, but it will also expand
visitor-serving facilities. The proposed visitor center building, new (larger) main parking lot,
and new pine grove parking lot would expand these functions. It is not clear, however, if the
expansions will increase visitation or simply improve visitor service. Thus, we do not know if
the General Plan will directly increase park visitation or congestion on the roads. In conjunction
with growth in northern Santa Barbara County, however, the improvements called for in the
General Plan will encourage and better accommodate - if not cause - a slow growth of
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park-related traffic.

Mitigations: The General Plan recommends that a left-turn pocket or lane be added to Purisima
Road where the visitor entrance road joins it.

Vegetation

Existing Conditions

Vegetation at La Purisima Mission SHP is described in the Resource Element. The introduced
woodlands are mentioned but not described in the Resource Element. They consist mainly of
various species of non-native pine trees planted by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the pine
grove and now widely disseminated over the mesa.

Impacts: The General Plan (Resource Element) calls for removal of the non-native pines from
the mesa, except for those in the Civilian Conservation Corps pine grove. This will benefit
native chaparral now being shaded out by the pines growing outside the corps grove. The
Resource Element also calls for preseribed burning in the wildlands, expansion of the riparian

zone along Los Berros Creek, and protection of rare or endangered species and communities of

plants. The General Plan will result in no adverse impacts on vegetation.
Mitigation: None needed.

ildlife o
Existing Conditions
The wildlife of La Purisima Mission SHP is summarized in the Resource Element. The element
does not identify a significant wildlife value found in the unit: Monarch butterflies that
overwinter in trees in the park, especially in the pines. ' :
Impacts: There will be no adverse impacts on wildlife resulting from implementation of the

General Plan. Expansion of the riparian corridor will provide habitat for birds and other animals,
and protection of the Civilian Conservation Corps pine grove will accommodate the butterflies.

Mitigation: None needed
Recreation

Existing Conditions

Current recreational use of the park includes guided mission tours, self-guided tours, nature
walks, hiking, jogging, dog-walking, picnicking, and horseback riding. Most recreationists drive
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in and park in the main parking lot. Some come by bicycle, and others by foot, the latter from
the adjacent Mission Hills subdivision. In the past, it was feasible to collect entry fees only from
those visiting the mission complex. Beginning in 1991, fees began being collected from all who
enter at the main entrance road.

Impacts: The General Plan will continue to maintain a loop trail around the park for hikers,
bikers (fire roads only), and equestrians. A new entry and parking lot designed primarily for
equestrian use will be put in at the Civilian Conservation Corps pine grove. The Mission Hills
walk-in entry will remain. The General Plan is silent on the issue of fees, as they are not
considered a general plan matter.

Mitigation: None needed.

ervi
All park utilities are provided by the Mission Hills Community Services District (water, sewage)
or by private utilities (PG&E for electricity and GTE for telephone). Law enforcement is
provided by the department and the Santa Barbara County Sheriff's Department. Fire protection
and ambulance services are provided by the Santa Barbara County Fire Department. No City of

Lompoc services are needed now, and none are expected to be required during the term of the
General Plan.

ultural Reso
Existing Conditions
The Resource Element describes the cultural resources in the park, and their condition. There
are prehistoric as well as historic archeclogical resources in the park, and the expectation of

finding more is good (Resource Element).

Ympacts: Construction activities (new parking lot, visitor center, removal of old parking lot)
could damage archeological resources.

Mitigation: Any excavation of soil for construction purposes will be done under the direction
and guidelines of an Archeologist. This will adequately mitigate the potential impact.
Effects Found Not to Be Significant

The Initial Study (Appendix C) identified 2 number of potential environmental effects, and these
have been discussed above. None were found to be significant.
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Significant Effects That Cannot Be Avoided
If the General Plan Is Implemented

There are no significant effects that cannot be avoided if the General Plan is carried out.

Significant Irreversible Environmental Changes

Implementation of the General Plan would cause no significant irreversible environmental
changes. : :

Relationship Between Short-Term Uses and
Long-Term Productivity

At La Purisima Mission SHP, long-term productivity may be defined as maintenance of the
natural and cultural resources in a vigorous or well-preserved state. The park's natural resources
include its soils, native vegetation, and wildlife. The cultural resources include the historic
buildings and grounds, and uses of them that are compatible with the purposes of the park. The
General Plan proposes measures that would protect or enhance the park's natural and historic
cultural resources.

Growth-Inducing Impacts
. The General Plan will have no growth-inducing impacts.

Cumulative Impacts

The General Plan will have no cumulative impacts.
Alternatives

Iternative 1 - The 0 Project

The environmental effects of the Preliminary General Plan and the mitigations proposed for them
are covered in this Environmental Impact Element.

Alternative 2 - No Project

' Project Description

The "No Project” alternative is really a "No General Plan" alternative. Without a general plan
or an amendment to an existing general plan, no major new permanent development can be
carried out in the state historic park (Pub. Res. Code 5002.2). Neveriheless, many projects can
be done in a unit without general plan authorization. These include: repair and restoration of
natural resources, structures, features, and artifacts; and operational concemns such as fee
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changes. The "No Project” alternative, then, is the same as the preferred alternative (Alternative
1), without a new visitor center, native barracks, parking lot, and entrance road.

Impacts/Mitigations: The environmenta] effects of the "No Project” alternative would be the
same as those of the preferred project, except for those effects caused by the new developments:
visitor center, Native American Living Quarters, parking lot, and road. These effects include
noise and dust during construction and additional runoff. Mitigations would be the same as for
the preferred project without mitigations for the new developments. '

ternative 3 - The Proposed iect Without a2 New Visitor Center and a Scaled-Back

Parking Lot
Project Description

This alternative is the same as the proposed project, except that there would be no new visitor
center, and the new parking lot would be scaled back to a 100-vehicle capacity. The Infirmary
Building would continue to serve as the contact/orientation point for people visiting the mission
complex, and as a docent office/storage area.

Impacts: The environmental effects of this alternative would be similar to - but less than - those
of the preferred project. The amount of excavation and the amount of impermeable surface
created would be less by about one acre. Potential effects on archeological resources would be
less, while effects on traffic would be essentially the same.

Mitigations: Mitigation measures would be the same as for the proposed General Plan.
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Proposed Mitigation Monitoring

Impact Proposed Mitigation Responsibility
Erosion during and after Drainage structures and mulches | Environmental Design
construction of parking lot }installed before first storm. Division will put
and entrance road. requirements

1n the contract.

Increased traffic on Purisima| Install a left-turn pocket on Purisima District in

Road could make left turns  |Purisima Road at the park conjunction with the County

into the park more difficult. {entrance. of Santa Barbara Public
Works Department.

Potential damage to cultural | Excavation will be done under Environmental Design

deposits during excavation. | the guidelines and direction of an | Division will get clearance

for construction. ~{ Archeologist. from the Archeologist.

Organizations Contracted in Preparation of the EIR

California Department of Parks and Recreation staff
Santa Barbara County Department of Public Works
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Final Environmental Impact Report for
La Purisima Mission State Historic Park

The final EIR for this plan comprises the Preliminary General Plan/draft EIR along with the
comments received and the department's responses to the comments.

A Co ents and Responses

The Preliminary General Plan/draft Environmental Impact Report for La Purisima Mission State
Historic Park was circulated for a 45-day public review from March 27, 1991, to May 13, 1991.
General plans were sent directly to the following public agencies:

State Clearinghouse {10 copies)

City of Lompoc

County of Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara County-Cities Area Planning Council

Legal notice was published in the Lompoc Record and Santa Barbara News Press newspapers.
Two letters of comment were received on the Preliminary General Plan; one was received during
the public review period, and the other was received late. These letters and the department's
response to them are reproduced in the pages that follow.
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£ OF CALIFORMIABUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING ACENCY

PETE WILSDN, Govemor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
R.O. BOX 3114 .
SAN LUIS OBISPQ, A S3403-8114

TE EPHONE: (B0 3453153

TROD (505 S49-x2=9

Mr. James M. Doyle

April 11, 1931

§B~001-23.29

La Purisima State
Historic Park (BEIR)
SCHy Aen9 %512

California Department of Parks and Recreation

1416 Ninth Street
Sacramentao, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Doyle:

Caltrans District 5 staff h.ar_s no objectign to the construction of
a nev visitor center or the improvement in the parking lot. Gdad

luck with your project.

If you have any qQuestions, please contact me at (205] 549-3640.

Sincerely,

Wam-?é;:hnell

Pistrict S ;i C .
Intergovernmental Review Coordinator

RESPONSEZ: No Response neaded,

AECEIVEDC -
APRT 71991
RPD
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APPENDIX A

Parking Analysis

The 200-car parking ot size is based on existing visitation and the probable increase in visitors,
as well as an extension of the visitors' stays. An increase in the number of visitors is expected
during the key use periods, and also an expansion of their stay as a result of the new visitor
center.

The existing 90 to 100 parking spaces currently accommodate the visitors on all but special event
days. These five "special event weekends" require an additional 100 spaces, which will be
provided for by this plan. The annual fiesta requires special handling of 500 to 600 cars in the
overflow areas. This event receives heavy local use, and shuttle buses from the City of Lompoc
have been used in the past. The service can be expanded for this event in the future if necessary.

The following chart presents the expected hourly distribution of visitors and cars through the
typical busy days. Visitor counts now demonstrate that there are approximately 3.0 persons/car.
Tt is expected that each user will remain an average of 2.5 hours, which is .5 hour longer than the
present average. The instantaneous parking needs on the busiest hours are projected to be
between 195 and 215 spaces.

BUSY DAY — PARKING (Hourly Checks)

Time: Visitors
12 1 2 3 4 5
o T : T T T
- 105
E s 150
-Tu A
8 each hour . C1__6;5:\ + 185
Pegple——— .
) 20
£ ST 240
: ; 50N 150
< ! otal S . s
o at : zg ) 80

&

Total cars & people in Total 2t peak hour

park at each hoarly check, of busiest day. of busiest day.

v IZam. :,
200 D @
PEOPL = 7 )
Total at peak hour

NOTE: When school or tour bus parking is needed, they will park parallel in approximately
eight auto spaces each. We can expect an average of 50 people per bus.  °
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As shown on the chart, the instantaneous visitor count on the busiest hours is expected to be

between 550 and 650 people. These visitors may be distributed throughout the park in the
following activities: _ o o . o

Visitor Center Complex 160 S
Theater 50
Random Exhibits 50
Picnic Area and Parking 50
Organized Tours: 8 tours x 12+ - people ' 95
Historic Buildings and Grounds 250
Nature Trails . 50
Recreation Walking/Jogging/Biking | | 45 S

Instantaneous Visitors , L. I
at the Peak Hour 600
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STATE QF CALIFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY GEDORGE DEUKMEJNAN, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
£.0. BOX 942896
SACRAMENTO 94296.0001

February 1¢, 1989

Notice of Freparation
General Flan
La Purisima Mission State Historic Fark

Enclosed is a copy of the Notice of Preparation for z Gemneral .
Flan for La Purisima Mission State Historic Park. I+ vyou have
any comments, please send them within thirty (30) days of receipt
oi-this letter to the Environmental Review Section, Department of
Farks and Recreation, F.0. Box 942894, Sacramento, CA $42%6-0001.

Sincerely,

ames M. Doyle., Sdpervisor

Environmental Review Bection

Enclosure



STATE OF CALIFORMIA-—~THE RESOURCES AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
P.0. BOX 542636
SACRAMENTO 94295-0001

GEQRGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor

NOTICE OF PREFARATION

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT ’

GENERAL FLAN

fa Purisima Mission State Historic Park

The California Department of Farks and Recreation is the lead
agency for preparation of a ¢ draft Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) for the project identified abhove. UWe need to know the
views of your agency concerning the scope and content of the
environmental information that is germane to vour agency’s
statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed.
project. The project location, description, issues, and praobable
environmental effects are listed in the attachment.

Your response must be sent to the address below not later than
thirty (30) days +From vyour receipt .of this notice. Flease
include the name of a ctontact person in your agency.

DEPARTMENT DF FARKS AND RECREATION CONTACT PERSON:

James M. Doyle, Supervisor
Environmental Review Section
Department of Parks and Recreation
F.0. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 942%6—-0001

(916) 3286421




Notice of Preparation
General Plan

LA PURISIMA MISSION STATE HISTORIC PARK

PROJECT LOCATION

La Purisima Mission State Historic Park (SHP) is located in Santa Barbara County,
northeast of the City of Lompoc (see attached map).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The General Plan will establish guidelines and general policies for protection of
resources, land use, development, operation, interpretation, and concessions for La
Purisima Mission SHP. The Environmental Impact Element of the General Plan will
discuss the project's effect at a fairly general level. Specific plans for any development
and expansion of the facilities will be prepared in conformance with the General Plan,
and subsequently reviewed for environmental impacts under the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

The primary feature of the project is the reconstructed mission complex asit wasin the
1820s. The outbuildings and grounds, including agricultural fieldg, and the surround-
ing undeveloped slopes and ridges complete the historic setting,jand contribute to the
interpretation of the mission period. The state historic park is an integral component
ofthelocal community. Itis the site of the annual community fiesta, and its interpretive
program benefits from the strong support of local volunteers.

PROBABLE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Water — Development upstream from the park has created flooding and siltation
problems in the park. Solutions to these problems may involve stream channel
. alteration.

Vegetation — Removal ,bf exotic plant species may change the composition of the plant
community.

Wildlife — Clearing of the stream channel and exotic plant removal may decrease
wildlife habitat.

Praffic and Parking — Upgrading the interpretive facilities may result in increased
visitation, with associated safety, noise, congestion, and air pellution consequences on
roads and parking areas used for the SHP.



tural Resources — The project may result in alteration to existing features and

structures; however, the goal of the project is to define and enhance the historic
Integrity of the state historic park.

ISSUES AND PROPOSALS

A number of issues and proposals have been identified. These will be reviewed and
discussed in upcoming public workshops, which will be announced later. Some of the
issues and proposals are listed below:

*

Improved traffic access and parking, possibly including realignment of Purisima
Road; changes to the current practice of parking along the county road outside the
SHP, which presents a potentially hazardous situation.

Preservation 'ofithér aesthetic, cultural, and natural resources surrounding the
SHP; acquisition of additional land.

Restrictions on public uses that are not historically accurate or that detract from

the purpose of the SHP. N .

Construction of a new visitor center or expansion of the existing facility; recon-

struction of historic buildings and other features (e.g.}the irrigation aqueduct and
reservoir system); use of state buildings for staff residences.

Control/removal of non-native vegetation that detracts from the integrity of the
historic or the natural setting; prescribed burning; clearing of the stream channel
to prevent flooding.

Preservation and management of wildlife habitat.

Development and maintenance of hiking and equestrian trails.

Hazards associated with activities at Vandenberg AFB (e.g. vibration, sound

waves, toxic emissions, rocket fuel transport) that could damage historic materials
or jeopardize public safety in the SHP.




LA PURISIMA MISSION STATE HISTORIC PARK

RESOURCE AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
. LOMPOC QUADRADANGLE
CALIFORNIA- STANTA BARBARA COUNTY
7.5 MINUTE SERIES TOPOGRAPHIC
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k s APPENDIX C

INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST T
' ' State Clearinghouar # B9o21512

. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A Name of Proisct; Da Purisima Mission State Historic Park Generxal Plap

8. Checklist Date: _ 31 ¢ 137 90

C. Contact Parson: W .M.Doyle
Tetephone: { 916 ) 324-6421

D. Purpose: Operation and development guidelines for La Purisimas SHP over
the next 20 years. :

E. Location: Northeast of Lompoc in Santa Barbara County.

F. Descriotion: The general plan describes the existing situation, and

establishes gl_u'.delines for the future, for the operation, develop-—

ment, natural and cultural respurce management, interpretation,
and concessions policy for the pazk.

G. Fersona and Organizations Contacted: Dept. Parks and Recreation staff
at Headguarters, the Region, and the District.

1. ENVIRONMENTAL.IMPACYS. (Explain aif “yes” and *“maybe” armwers)

A. Earth. Will the proposal result in: . : Yes Maybe No
1. Unstable earth conditions or changes in geologic sUbStRULTUES? L oo L it iienvonnnerananvnnn D D E
2. Disruptions, ditplatements, compaction, or overcovering of the E T [B’ D C
3. Change in topogeashy or ground surfsce refiel fOBITES? . i i s e i e ananr e s caaann s e . @ D r_-
4. The destruction, covering, or mudificntion of any unique geologic or physical festures? ... .. .. ... ... D D 7 E/ o
S. Any increase in wind or water erosian of 1oile, either on or of! T B L {:
6

. Changes in deposilion or erosion of besch sands. or changes in siltation, deposition or erosion which may
madily the channel of 3 river or stream ar the bed ol the acean or any bay, inlet, or lake? . . ... .. ..... D i:l E// .

7. Exposuce of afl pronie or property 0 geologic hazards such a5 earthguakes, landslides, mudslidas, ground
failure, o similar hazards?
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B, e Wil the proposal result n: . - ~ .. Yas Maybe No

1. Substantial air emmutsions or deterioration of ambent arr quality 7

*
.
.
.
.
.
v
.
]
1
+
.
+
]
[
.
+
.
+
i
L

O o I T L T I N

2. The creation of obmesionable odoes?, ., ...} vl e, Ll d ’ U
3. Alteraticn ol air movement, moisture or temperature. of any change in climata, etther tocaily of regionatiy? . D

C.  Water. Wiil the proposal resultin:

1. Changes in the currenu.or mecnuue ar ditection oi water movemnents, in either marine or fresh watersy |

2. Changes in ahsorprion Tates, diamage patterns, or the rate and amount of surface water runoff?, |,
3, Alteranons ta the course or ftow of fiood waters? | ., .

4. Change in the amount o! surfm waler i any water bod\r? Chrame sy

5. Discharge into surface w:lers. or in sny alteration af .-.uti::e water quality, including but not l:m:led o
temperature, dissofved ¢ xygen or turbidity?. . . .

ch e m we bR oca v aemara s et 3.

6. Alteralionaithldirectonorrauo!ﬂ'.uofgrn:indwalen?... O Y

7. Change in the quantity of gmum! waters, enhcr througn direct additions or wﬂhdrawals oF lhraugh inter-
ception of an mwhrhvcuuoraxmatrons? R R R s LT R Ip

B. Substantial reduction in the amount of water otherwise a\mlable for public water supplies? ... ........

9. Exposure of 'pe’ople or property 10 water-related hazards such as flooding or tidal waves? .. .. ... ......

10. Significant changes in the teuﬁerau_m. How or chemical content of surface thermal springs?. . . .., ... ..

D. Plant Life, Will the proposal result in:

1. Change in vhe diversity of species, or number of any specias of plants {mc]udmg tress, :hruhs, grass, rops,
ANd AGUAUE Plants ). . . . it s s camE dmmmae e T et

=
=4

o

C1.

=

=

O .
=

-

L

L

o

o

RF 9§ IR OF &

2. Reduction of the numbers of any unique, rare ar endangered species of ptants?, ..

3. Introduction of new species of piants into an area, or in a barrier © the normai replemshment af existing
species? . ... ... -~

.._.-_.r-‘,......‘._.-._-..-..-..'T-......-- ..... ...._..-.-..‘-..;-.'..

RO 00 000 OF ORRO 00

4. Aeduction in acreags of any agriculwra{ L L T TS g
E. . nimal Life, Wil the proposat result n:

1. Change in the diversity of species, or numbers of any species of animals (b!rds land animals mcludmg
reptifes, fish and sheilfish, benthic organisms, or msecul? T

2. Reduction of the numbers of any unique, rare or endanqared species of antmais?. . .. .. =

3. tntroduction of new snem:s of ammars into an arex, or rcsuit in 3 barrier to the u-ugraucr\ or rnovument of
animals? . .

'
b
!

P N

O
O
g
in
O
0
0
0
0
0
i
&
m
n
O
0
n
O

4. Deterioration 1o existing fish or wildlife habitat?. . .. ... .. =na.

F. Noise, Will the proposal resuit in:

G. Light ond Glare. Will the proposal result in: ) . . - -

® OO0 00 00

0 0o

i. The production of n.:c‘w ligh-t arglare? . . ... EE e e e e s e A o
H. Land Use. Wiil the proposal result in:

1. A substantial alteration af the present or planned 1and use of an area?.
. Nerural Resources. Wil the propasal resut in:

1. tnerease in the rate of use of any nawral resources?. .. .. s e Zeeil L

0og d
F9 ® O

2, Substantial depletion of any nanenewamu resources? ... .. o . TR e . . D
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3, Rusk of Upiei TD0E the propasal rexatt se: Yes -“llvhl No
1. A risk of an explosion or the release of hazardous substances [including, but not limited to, oii, pesticides,
chemicais, or radiation) in the event ol sn accident or upset conditions? , .. ... Lol iia i [j D

O
O
K1

2. Possible interference with emergency response plan or an emergency evacuation plan?
K. Papulation, Will the proposal result in:

1. The aiteration, distributian, density, or growth rate of the human poptlation of tha area?

O
O
<]

L. MHousing. Will the proposal result in:

1. Aflecting existing housing, or create 3 demand lor additional housing?

O
0
(<)

M. Transpartztion{Circulation. Will the prooosal resutt i"i

1. Generation of substantial additional vehicular movement?. . . .. .. .o ire it D D E/

2. Adfecting existing parking lacilities, or create 3 demand for new parking?. . ... it [E’ C} E{

3. Substantial impact voon eXILNgG raniPOrtation SYSHMS? . ... ieerais e e B E:I E
i f circulati ¢ people and/or goods? Oogrx

4. Alterations (o present pattemns of circulation or movernent of people 3NG/O7 gEOCST . - v vnnnn -

5. Alterations to weterborme, rail, or sirtraffic? . ... v i cn s e Aeeaaaas D D E’

- s, bicyeh ans? oOce
B. increase in traffic hazards 10 motor vehicles, bicyclists, or pedestrians? . .. . ... .. i ien i

N. Public Services, Will the proposal have an effect upon, or resuit in 2 need for new or altered governmental
services in any of the tollowing areas:

1. Fire protection?

4

2. POLICE DIOECIIONT . . « o v o empmeessecssmamomsssemaresostsssasanssesassaseonnonsns G - E/
3. 5cho0ois? .o ivevasciriarar s e et cesideranenns T D E”
4, Parks and other recreational facilities?. . . .. . oo v it s s st e i s e B E
5. Maintenance of publie lacilities, including m;ds? ........................................ D E’
[~

6. Other governmental services?. . . . « e tictassnseecseantrar e ettt G
Q. Eneryy. Will the proposai result in:

1. Uze of substantial amounts of Juel or energy?

K<l

2. Substantial increase in demand upon existing sources of energy, or require the development of new sources? . D
P. Urilities. Will the propossi result in a need for new systems, or substantial alterations 1o the following utilities:

1. Power or natursl gmd

D .
OO0 OoROOD 00 oboood

4
2. COMMUNICALION SYSTBME? + v v vc ez sarmeretmnssmemesssassoanssasorasmynnss ke D E/
R AL T T s R R e E] E’
4 Sewerorseplictanks? ... .. ..cocneeamesmmaseeeroaaT ettt e D E
5. Storm waterdrainage? . ... .. cacwacaeen Cememcatearavanr ey e meecbeseanae e D E’
6. Sohd waste and disposal? . .. .. R T R D E’
Q. Humarn Health, Will the proposai resuilin:. .
1. Creation of :r-n.;p' heslth hazard or potential health hazard {exciuding mental health)? . .. .. ... ... ... D E’
2. Exposure of people topotential health hazards? . .. . ... ittt ittt ittt e eaa e D EV

R, destheries. Will the proposal result in:

1. The obstruction of 3ny scenic vista or view open to the public, or will the proposal result in the creation of
an aesthetically pffensive site open to public view?

5. Recresrion, Wilt the propoal result in:

1. An impact upan the quality or quantity of existing racreational [T 1T Ta 71T (1.1 1 PR D '/! E
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T. Cultural Resvitrees. - . Yur Maybe Ne

1. Will the propgisal resuit in the alteration of or the Hestrucuoa of a prehustoric or historic archeological site? D !? E] )

2. Will the proposal resuit in adverse physical or aesthetic elfacts 1o 3 prehistoric or historic building,
siruciure, or object?, | . . .

TR A R e e S e Ay R T L R GG e A A e T e A . et ot s e E

......... OO0 o

3. Does the proposal have the potential to cause a physical change which would aftect unique ethnic cultural

values? ., _ ... Tow e e A T S S e b e R A R Sl B D D B B - ‘7

4. Will the proposal restrict existing religious or sacred uses within the porential impactareal. ... ........ D B B’

. Mandatary Findings of Significance.

1. Does the project have the potential 1o degrade the quality of the environment, reduce the habitat af a fish or
wildlife spesies, cause a fish or wiidtifte Population 1o drop below setfsustaining levels, threaten to elimmare
a plant or animal community, reduce the number or resirict the range of a rare or endangered plant or
aremai or eiiminate important examples of the major pericds of Calilornia history orprehistory?. ..., ... D D B

2. Does the project have the patential to achisve thort-term, to the disadvaniage of tong-term, environmental
goais? . . ... .. ; ;

et 18 e Shorvtem, 10 the dusdvantage of PP e oow .

4. Does the project have enviranmental effects which will caute substantial adverse effecis on human beings, . ..
sither directly or indiraCtly? ... L. e s e e e e OO =

11 DISCUSSION OF ENVEAONMENTAL EVALUATION /[Ses Comments Attached)

V. DETERMINATION

Cn the basis of this initiai evaluation:

@’1 find the prodosed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, AN E BT E~DE G AR L TIGMrridl

D ! find that although the proposed project could have a signilicant effect on the snvironment, thera will nat be 2 stgnificant atfect

in thes case becauss the mitigation measures described on an attached sheet have been added 1o the projec:. A NEGATIVE o
DECLARATION wiil be prepared.,

D I find the proposed pro

iecct MAY have 3 signilicant effect on the environment. and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
15 requied, - -

r

Care: {.( / [3 [ qo

f

. Form 13.20 17/80;
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INITIA Y K - i . "MAYBE" AN
A (2): The new parking lot, entrance road segment, visitor center, and Indian barracks
would disturb soil and overcover ii.

A (3): The new parking lot will be built on sloping ground and will require extensive
grading.

A {5): Potential of erosion from runofi from the new road segment and parking lot.

C (2): The new parking lot and enirance road would result in more paving added than
removed with the old parking lot.

C (3): Removal of tha checkdams and widening of the channel of Los Berros Creek
would aliow the stream to establish a more naturally-curvaceous course during the
times it flows.

C (5): Removai of the checkdams wouid allow more sedimant to be transporied down
stream during the infrequent high flows.

C (7): A weil may be developed {o supply the mission compiex and visitor center.

D (1): Removal of pines and other non-native plants is recommended in the general
plan.

D (4): Allowing the sireamn channel to increase in width may remove a narrow strip of
dry farming between the old road and the stream.

G (1): Changing the location of the parking lot may introduce glare in a new location.

M (2}): The old parking lot would be removed and a new one built at a different
location.

P {4): The new visitor center will need to be hooked up to the sewer system.

S (1}): The new visitor center and the new equestirian parking lot at the north ping
grove will increase recreational services for the visitor.

T {1): The new facilities are in or close to the prime historic zone, and cultural
deposits could be affected during their’ construction.
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APPENDIX D
1989 VISITOR SURVEY RESULTS
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Members of the La Purisima Mission SHP
General Planning Team:;

Robert M. Acrea, Senior Landscape Architect, Project Manager
Marvin Brienes, State Park Interpreter

Arthur Camacho, Landscape Architect

Richard Clark, State Park Interpreter (Collections)

Herb Dallas, Archeologist

Kenneth Gray, Resource Ecologist

Russell Guiney, Park Superintendent

Donald Kinney, District Superintendent

Robert Reese, Historian

A special thank you to volunteers of Prelado de los Tesoros de la Purisima and the La
Purisima Mission Association for their assistance in developing this plan.
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~ Copies of this répoft are available from:

. California Department of Parks and Recreation
:Park Services Division
Post Office Box 942896 .
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001
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The price of this report is $6.00, plus $2.50
for shipping and handling. California residents
add current sales tax.

) Make checks payabler to the California Department
of Parks and Recreation. :
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